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INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS 


FUTURE PROSPECTS OF STEADFASTNESS, CONFRONTATION FRONT BLEAK 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 738, 9-15 Feb 83 pp 36-37 


[Article by ‘Amir al-Jabiri: "Steadfastness and Confrontation: Between 
Revitalization and Mediation"] 


[Text] Of the leaders of the 4 Arab states--Algeria, Syria, Libya and 

South Yemen--which, in participation with the PLO, have called themselves 

the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front, ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad, the president 
of South Yemen, is known to be the most active and most traveled between 

the capitals of the 4 ccumtries, especially in the wake of his latest tour. 


This time, 'Ali Nasir Muhammad, the president of South Yemen, may not go to 
Moscow, as he has done after every tour he has made of the Steadfastness 
and Confrontation capitals. 


The mission which he has carried out in the past few days between Damascus, 
Algiers and Tripoli contains dynamic elements on the one hand and, on the 
other hand, is so rich with political issues and subjects of discussion 
that it does not leave him much time. 


There is no doubt that performing the role of mediator between Syria and 
the under these circumstances when the political events are moving rapidly 
and violently is an extremely important and serious matter. 


The importance and seriousness lie here in the fact that the 3 parties 
involved, namely Syria, the PLO and the mediator between them, are 
certainly interested in reaching quick and practical results. There are 
many pressuring factors that push matters toward crystallization and 
toward assuming the form of clear and definite positions. These factors 
come as part of a number of developments, the most important of which are: 


1. The Lebanese-Israeli negotiations under the patronage of the U.S. 
partner. 


2. The Palestinian presence in Syria and the type of relations that must 
govern the relations of this presence with Damascus. 

















3. The forthcoming conference of the Palestinian National Council which will 
convene on the 14th of the current month of November [sic] in Algie-s and 
which is required to adopt fundamental political resolutions. 


Each of these 3 topics is a major political issue in a phase characterized 
by diverse and effective political activity that may lead in the next 
phase to resolutions that draw up the features and determine the future 


of the Middle East issue. 





For example, the United States is currently pressuring with an evident 
degree of persistence and determination to settle the Lebanese crisis in 

a manner that will guarantee that Isriel will have no complaint in the near 
or distant future, at least insofar as Lebanon is concerned, if it is 
impossible to normalize the relations between the 2 sides. 


The Egyptian diplomacy is exerting pressure in the direction of bringing 
the Israeli and Palestinian sides closer to each other by urging the PLO 
to recognize Israel in order to break the barrier between the Palestinians 
and the United States. The United States will play the main role insofar 
as the Palestinian people's political future is concerned through the 
Reagan initiative, after introducing some marginal amendments into it so 
that it may ultimately lead to an independent Palestinian political entity, 
but an entity deprived of military power and tied to Jordan in one way or 
another, meaning that the Egyptian visualization of the solution is a 
magnified or edited version of the U.S. plan which is void of any call for 
an independent Palestinian state and which emphasizes a more advanced 
Palestinian self-rule than provided for by Camp David. 





Such political and diplomatic pressures require the other side which 

opposes the U.S. solution and seeks to achieve the largest degree of 
accomplishments to show its capabilities and its hand. There can be no 
capacilities and effectively pressuring cards when Damascus and the PLO 

are in disagreement. This, it seems, is the view of South Yemen's president. 


Therefore his latest tour. 


President ‘Ali Nasir Muhammad realizes that his mission will not be easy 
or simple. This is why we have seen him go to Algeria and Libya after 
visiting Damascus and then return to Damascus again. 


What immediately occurs to the mind without much hard thinking is that 

the Yemeni mediator has sought to move under the cover of the Steadfastness 
and Confrontation Front in order to give his mediation enough strength. 

It seems that the Algerians have been enthusiastic to his efforts, 
especially since he has conveyed to them what is believed to be encouraging 
Palestinian information in view of the period which the Palestinian 
leaders, headed by Yasir ‘Arafat, spent in Aden recently and in view of 
"Arafat's presence in Algiers to prepare for the Palestinian National 


Council meetings. 














[his does not mean that during his tour ot the Steadfastness and Confronta- 
tion Front member states the president of South Yemen confined his mission 
to mediating between Syria and the PLO. He has personally stated that 

one of the goals of his tour is to revitalize the front in light of the 

new changes. 


Regarding this revitalization mission, nobody has said anything positive 
or negative for objective and psychological reasons because talking about 
the front would be considered repetitive. The president of the PDRY had 
previously conducted several tours whose objectives were focused on the 
condition and role of theSteadfastness and Confrontation Front. 


In the previous tours, President 'Ali Nasir Muhammad used to stop over in 
Moscow before or after going to Damascus. Moscow was the interesting 
point every time, considering the quality of its relations with the 

front member states, especially insofar as armament is concerned. 


Despite this element of interest, the Steadfastness and Confrontation 
Front remained within the same circle, without anything new developing. 
But the new development this time has been an adverse development. 


About 2 weeks ago, Damascus, Tehran and Tripoli issued a tripartite 
statement saying that the 3 states agree in thier view of the issues, 
including the Iraq-Iran war. The statement also contained support for 
the idea of Iran's accession to the Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. 


This happened without any reference to the other parties in the front, 
namely Algeria, South Yemen and the PLO. Observers have interpreted this 
development as a strong blow to the very theoretical presence of the front. 


On the one hand, it cannot be said that South Yemen will go along with 
Syria and Libya in their latest public support for Iran in its war with 
Iraq or with their call for Iran's accession to the membership of the 
Steadfastness and Confrontation Front. 


Aden has been trying for some time to mend its relations with the Arab 
Peninsula states that are members of the Arab Gulf States Cooperation 
Council and its is not ready to offend beneficial and constructive 
relations. It has proven this practically with such enthusiasm for a 
reconciliation and normalization agreement with the Sultanate of Oman 
that some people thought at one time that the Sultanate of Oman, not 
South Yemen, is the one avoiding the agreement and resorting to delaying 
and obstructing it. 


As for Algeria, it has been the only country constantly nominated to 
engage in any likely-to-succeed mediation between Baghdad and Tehran. 
Therefore, it is difficult for the Algerian diplomacy, which understands 
this aspect and responds to it, to destroy a distinction which it enjoys 
and which is viewed with respect by declaring a position hostile to Iraq 
in its war with Iran, especially since the winds and flames of the war 
have reached the Iraqi borders and territories. 

















lf we add to this Algerian situation another point which is about to 
materialize and which entails relaxation and reconciliation in the 
Algerian-Moroccan relations, then we can immediately understand the 
realistic nature of the statement that Algeria will express reservation 
not only on the Damascus tripartite statement but also on the Steadfast- 
ness and Confrontation Front itself out of its concern for the rol 
mediator between Iraq and Iran and its concern to "bring to fruition 
the new direction of the Algerian policy within the sphere of the Arab 
Maghreb and not to waste or obstruct this direction. 


We now get to the Palestinian position. In principle, we know that the 
PLO is opposed to the war between Baghdad and Tehran because it has a 
Strategic view on the struggle with Israel which says that any Arab or 
Jslamic loss is a gain and 2 strength for Israel. This is 100 percent 
true. 


Therefore, we do not anticipate or expect the development of any Palestinian 
sympathy for the Damascus statement at the level of the PLO. 


What does this mean? The Steadfastness and Confrontation Front is now 
passing through a phase of danger to its theoretical presence and its 
fundamental concept. This presence is all that the front has been able 
to give and offer since its inception. 


It also means very frankly and clearly that the objective and psychological 
conditions will not be this front's ally in its © forts to revitalize its 
role. These same psychological and objective conditions may be a reason 
for bringing success to the front's efforts to mediate between Syria and 
the PLO. 
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LEBANESE ARMENIANS CONDEMN ASHJIAN KIDNAPPING 
Mass Meeting Protest Staged 


GF140500 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 19 Jan 83 pp l, 2 


[Excerpts] In order to protest the criminal and vile kidnapping of Apraham 
Ashjian, a member of the Armenian Tashnak Party Central Committee, express 
their resentment and condemm the terrorism of the Turkish Government which 
is behind this act, about 20,000 to 25,000 Armenians assembled in Burk 
Hammud Square yesterday to attend a mass meeting. 





The meeting, held in the rain, was attended by political, religious and 
party officials of the Armenian bloc; Shaykh Pierre al-Jumayyel, Phalangist 
Party leader; deputies August Bakhos, Fu'ad Lahud; representatives of various 
Armenian religious groups and members of the national government. 


The meeting opened with the Lebanese anthem. On behalf of the organizing 
committee, Hagop Pakraduni addressed the meeting in Arabic and Armenian and 
explained the occasion and its aim. He recalled the conditions of Apraham 
Ashjian's kidnapping, noted the efforts made by the denunciation meetings 
held and particularly pointed out that this meeting is organized as a 
pan-Armenian expression of protest and denunciation against the Turkish 
Government, which is behind the kidnapping. 


Following Hagop Pakraduni's address, Avedis Isbenjian addressed the meeting 
in Arabic, discussing the criminal and conspirational deed of Apraham Ashjian's 
kidnapping and explaining the aims of the Turkish Government in that act. 


Avedis Isbenjian said: In light of the results of the investigations about 
Apraham Ashjian's kidnapping we can unreservedly say that the Turkish 

Government is behind this conspiracy for two reasons. First, strike at the 
Lebanese Armenians and second, inflict losses on the stability and security 


of the Lebanese fatherland. 


He also noted that Turkey is waging its anti-Armenian struggle by various 
means: Propaganda, diplomacy and secret terrorism. 





Finally, Isbenjian called on the Lebanese Covernment to continue to follow 
up the kidnapping of our friend in order to resolve it and added that the 

















Armenians in Lebanon and everywhere will continue to pursue this matter and 
will make every effort to foil all vile Turkish conspiracies. 


On behalf of Lebanese Armenian youths, Garo Hovanesian addressed the meeting 
and recalled the Evren declaration by the leader of Turkish military govern- 
ment that Turkey has no territorial problems with the Armenians and it has 

no territories to give them. He also threatened the Armenians who were 
endeavoring to "usurp territc: ‘3 from Turkey by force." Hovanesian pointed 
out that Turkey is officially using all its means to wage an anti-Armenian 
propaganda campaign through its own media and is always endeavoring tc distort 
the Armenian cause in international diplomatic and governmental circles. 


On behalf of the participants of the meeting, cables were sent to: President 
Shaykh Amin al-Mumayyel; Prime Minister Shafiq al-Wazzan; President of the 
National Assembly Kamil al-As'ad; the UN secretary general; European Parlia- 
ment; NATO General Secretariat; U.S. president; general secretary of the 
CPSU Central Committee; French president; British prime minister; and the 
secretary general of the Chinese Communist Party. 


The national and evangelical colleges sent similar cables to the prime 
minister and the Catholic colleges to the president of the National Assembly. 


Cable Sent to Lebanese President 


GF151640 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 19 Jan 83 p l 


[Cable sent by the Armenians participating in the meeting to denounce 
Apraham Ashjian's kidnapping to Lebanese President Amin al-Jumayyil, on 


18 January ] 


[Text] Your Excellency the President of Lebanese Republic, Shaykh Amin 
al-Jumayyil. 


Today, on 18 January 1983, we are assembled at the Burj Hammud Square to 
express our resentment and condemn the terrorist act carried out by the 
Turkish Government on 29 December 1982 by the kidnapping of Apraham Ashjian, 
member of Armenian Tashnak Party Central Committee. The aim of that dangerous 
deed was to strike at the Armenian community as well as disturb the Lebanese 
atmosphere and create obstacles for its deliverance and peace. 


We refuse to allow Lebanon to become a center of terrorism and adversity. 
The Lebanese fatherland has already suffered the consequences of foreign 
intervention and the adversity of others on its territories. 


We reaffirm our loyalty to Lebanon and our support for its unity, and 
sovereignty. We thank you for your efforts and care regarding this matter 
and hope that you continue those useful efforts for the release of the 
kidnapped in order to prevent new complications and maintain human rights 


and dignity in Lebanon. 























Message to UN Secretary General 
GF151642 Beirut AZTAG in Armenian 19 Jan 83 p 1 


[Cable sent to UN secretary general by the committee organizing the Armenian 
popular meeting in Burj Hammud to denounce the kidnapping of Apraham Ashjian 
--date not given] 


[Text] To the UN secretary general, New York: 


We the Armenians assembled in Burj Hammud to fiercely protest the 29 December 
1982 kidnapping of Apraham Ashjian, one of the prominent leaders of the 
Lebanese Armenians. We condemn the terrorism of the Turkish Government, 
which through this criminal act reaffirmed its determination to neglect 

human rights, the dignity of the Armenians and the territorial and political 


rights. 


[Signed] Organizing Committee 


CSO: 4605/20 




















ALGERIA 


DAILY CONDEMNS U.S.-EGYPTIAN EXERCISES 
PM280803 Algiers AL-SHA'B in Arabic 18-19 Feb 83 p 5 
[Muhammad 'Ali Khawwan article: "Washington Flexes Its Muscles"] 


[Text] Extreme tension prevails in the East Mediterranean and Northeast 
Africa as a result of mounting U.S. military threats reflected in the flexing 
of muscles, the use of the big stick policy and the illegal role of policing 
the region. Three main and serious developments in the region over the past 
few days have clearly demonstrated this. The Americans themselves have ex- 
posed these developments over the past 2 days. The serious developments 

we are talking about are the following: 


1. The aircraft carrier Nimitz, with 90 warplanes on board, has been holding 
exercises in the area of the Gulf of Sidra. These exercises, in which a 
number of U.S. 6th Fleet units are taking part, have extended to the Egyptian 
coast. 


The activities of the Nimitz and other naval units are noticeably of a pro- 
vocative and aggressive nature meant to intimidate. 


2. Four U.S. AWACS planes have arrived in Egypt for military purposes as a 
part of the U.S. rapid deployment force plans in the region. 


The presence of these planes in Egypt's skies complements the task of the 
U.S. AWACS planes in the Gulf area. The presence of these planes in Egypt's 
skies for military espionage purposes falls within the framework of the Camp 
David agreements and the land, air and sea facilities granted by the Egyptian 
regime to the U.S. forces. 


3. In addition to the activities of the aircraft carrier Nimitz and the ar- 
rival of the AWACS planes in Egypt, U.S.-Egyptian air exercises were held in 
Egyptian airspace near the Libyan borders. These exercises were held within 
the context of military cooperation and coordination between the United 
States and the Egyptian regime and are considered an extension of the Bright 
Star exercises carried out in the fall of 1981 and of the exercises carried 
out by U.S. forces in Morocco, Somalia and Oman with the participation of 
the forces of these countries. 

















It is worth noting that the Egyptian regime, which is trying in vain to 
improve its image in the Arab world, quickly denied that U.S.-Egyptian exer- 
cises were held. The aim of the denial was, again, to improve the regime's 
image. However, President Reagan himself has confirmed that the exercises 
did take place, but he said that the U.S. Marines did not take part. What 
is more, the Americans said that the joint exercises were held at President 


Mubarak's request. 


A ranking Pentagon official, whose name was not revealed, said the following 
about the Egyptian denial: "Egypt's denial of the exercises did not surprise 
the U.S. Government because the states with whom we deal in the region want 
us to keep our work out of the limelight." 


The Americans could not find a justification for their hostile military ac- 
tivities in the area except the claim of a Libyan threat to Sudan, but such 
claims cannot justify the policing role undertaken by the U.S. forces in the 


region. 


The current U.S. military moves in the area, like all past and future, moves 
made in cooperation with the Camp David regime in Egypt and other similar 
regimes, are part of the general U.S. strategy which has the following main 


objectives: 


1. Military and political destruction of the Palestinian revolution and 
liquidation of the Palestinian cause in order to perpetuate and expand Zion- 
ist colonial occupation of Palestine and areas around it. 


2. Consolidation and expansion of the Camp David line to include Lebanon and 
other regimes. 


3. Terrorizing the peoples of the region to make them feel that the United 
States is the only power in the world capable of moving in any direction in 


the world. 
4. Imposing U.S. hegemony on the entire region. 


The flexing of U.S. muscles, which, as we can see, is increasing, is linked 
to a number of developments and conditions prevailing in the region. They 


are. 


1. The mounting Palestinian rejection of all the proposed U.S. solutions for 
the Palestinian problem and the Middle East conflict. 


2. The mounting Lebanese popular resistance to the Zionist occupation which 
is directly linked to the U.S. designs in the area. 


3. The emergence of the unified central command of the U.S. rapid deployment 
force (the command created last month). This command covers the area extending 
from East Africa to Southeast Asia, including Egypt and Sudan. This command is 
a practical demonstration of the U.S. hostile designs in the Middle East. 
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ALGERIA 


'AFP' REPORTS ON BURUNDI-ALGERIA COMMUNIQUE 
AB270710 Paris AFP in French 1030 GMT 26 Feb 83 


[Text] Bujumbura, 26 Feb (AFP)--The governments of Algeria and Burundi on 
Friday reaffirmed their faith in and commitment to the fundamental principles 
of the United Nations and the OAU in a communique issued at the end of the 
visit of Algerian Prime Minister Mohamed Ben Ahmed Abdelghani to Burundi. 


Burundi and Algeria reaffirmed the common principles of their diplomacy: 
respect of territorial integrity, noninterference with the internal affairs 
of other states and the peaceful resolution of conflicts. 





They also reiterated their support for peoples who are still fighting for 
their self-determination. President of Burundi Col Jean-Baptiste Bagaza, 
and the Algerian prime minister reiterated their support for the SDAR and 
their commitment to defend the admission of the Saharan state to the OAU 
and other international organizations. 


The two statesmen expressed satisfaction with the proposals made by the 12- 
nation contact group to convene the 19th OAU Summit in May or June 1983. 


They strongly reaffirmed their support for the Namibian people for their ac- 
cession to independence under the leadership of SWAPO, its "sole representa- 
tive."’ They condemned maneuvers aimed at delaying Namibian independence, 
particularly the linkage of this issue with the withdrawal of Cuban troops 


from Angola. 


President Bagaza and the Algerian prime minister ''strongly'’ condemned South 
Africa's subversive activities against sovereign states in Southern Africa. 
They expressed their support for the South African people who are fighting 
"the abominable apartheid regime." 


On the Middle East, the Algerian and Burundian Governments expressed their 
deep concern over the prevailing situation in the region. They reaffirmed 
their support for the cause of the Palestinian people under the leadership 
of the PLO, the only organization empowered "as its sole and legitimate rep- 
resentative,'' to decide the ways and means appropriate for the liberation 
of the usurped nation and the creation of an independent Palestinian state. 
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They condemned the Sabra and Chatila massacres and the occupation of all oc- 
cupied Arab territories including Jerusalem. 


Actively concerned about the war between Iran and Iraq, the two sides ex- 
pressed happiness at the mediation initiatives taken by the Algerian Govern- 
ment in order to stop the hostilities through a peaceful settlement. On 
this issue, President Bagaza expressed his government's active support for 
and congratulated all the reconciliation moves undertaken, especially that 
of the nonaligned countries. 


Stressing that the next summit of the nonaligned countries will take place 
in New Delhi "at a particularly critical time'' in the history of the world, 
Algeria and Burundi sounded a note of warning to the nonaligned countries 
against the divisionist maneuvers of the superpowers. 


They also stressed the need to strengthen and to speed up the implementation 
of the Lagos plan of action, the resolutions of the nonaligned countries and 
of the group of "77" in order to establish a more just and equitable new 
world economic order. 


On the other hand, Algeria and Purundi expressed their dissatisfaction with 
East-West confrontation, which according to them, is the cause of the arms 

race and deprives the developing countries of appreciable resources needed 

for the raising of the standard of living of their peoples. 


Finally, the Algerian prime minister delivered to the Burundian head of state 
Algerian President Chadli Bendjedid's message inviting his Burundian counter- 
part to pay an official visit to Algeria. 
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ALGERTA 


KIGALI REPORTS RWANDAN, ALGERIAN COMMUNIQUE 





EA281329 Kigali Domestic Service in French 1115 GMT 27 Feb 83 


[Excerpts] Mr Mohamed Ben Ahmed Abdelghani, the Algerian prime minister, 
ended his 3-day official visit to Rwanda today. He left Kigali for Algiers 
at 07'5 this morning. [passage omitted] A joint communique signed by both 
Sides was issued at the end of the Algerian prime minister's visit. The 
communique, which contains the results of the Algerian prime minister's 
official visit, was read by Mr Francois Ngarukiyintwali, the Rwandan foreign 
minister. 


{Begin Ngarukiyintwali recording] During the visit the Algerian prime min- 
ister held fruitful discussions with Majgen Habyarimana Juvenal, the presi- 
dent of the Rwandan Republic and the founder-president of the National 
Revolutionary Development Movement, who asked his guest to deliver his frat- 
ernal greetings to H. E. Chadli Bendjedid, the president the the Democratic 
and Popular Republic of Algeria and the secretary general of the National 
Liberation front. 


The two leaders hailed the excellent relations of friendship and cooperation 
which unite Rwandan Republic and Algeria. They noted with full satisfaction 
that these relations are given concrete form by, among other things, frequent 
contacts and mutual visits at all necessary levels. [passage omitted] 


In addition to bilateral relations, President Habyarimana Juvenal and Prime 
Minister Mohamed Ben Ahmed Abdelghani discussed international problems of 
common interest. On the international economic relations, both speakers 
stressed that the constant deterioration of exchange rates, the inter- 
national monetary disorder and the growing gap between the rich and poor 
countries requires restructuring of the present international economic sys- 
tem, which is marked by profound imbalances. They stressed the importance 
of horizontal cooperation between developing countries as an important con- 
tribution toward establishing a new, more just and balanced international 
economic order. In this context, they particularly stressed the need to 
further develop Afro-Arab cooperation and the common desire to strengthen 
bilateral cooperation between Algeria and Rwanda in order to promote the 
interests of the two fraternal peoples. To this effect, they agreed to hold 
the first session of the Algerian-Rwandan Joint Commission in Kigali during 
the first half of 1983. [passage omitted] 
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On the problem of Western Sahara, the two statesmen once again recognized 
the legitimacy of the struggle being waged by the Saharan people for their 
self-determination and independence. They appealed to the two conflicting 
parties, namely Morocco and the SDAR, to take inspiration from African 
wisdom in order to find an appropriate solution to this crucial problem 
through negotiation. 


Having examined the situation prevailing in Southern Africa, the two speakers 
denounced and condemned the policy of the racist South African Government, 
its multiple delaying tactics to hodl back Namibia's accession to inde- 
pendence and the murderous (?raids) and acts of sabotage and destabilization 
against the frontline states. 


On Namibia, President Hamyarimana Juvenal and Prime Minister Mohamed Ben 
Ahmed Abdelgahani reaffirmed the unswerving support of Algeria and the 
Rwandan Republic for the Namibian people in their struggle for self-deter- 
mination and independence under the leadership of SWAPO, its sole legiti- 
mate and genuine representative. They reaffirmed their two countries' 
support for Resolution No 435 adopted in 1978 by the UN Security Council, 
which establishes modalities for Namibia's accession to independence. They 
said that the problem of the presence of Cuban troops in Angola arises from 
this country's sovereignty and must not be linked to the question of inde- 
pendence for Namibia. 


The two renewed the unswerving support for Algeria and the Rwandan Republic 
for genuine national liberation movements struggling against the apartheid 
policy of the racist and minority South African Government as well as for 
the frontline states in Southern Africa which are facing acts of sabotage, 
continued attacks and destabilizing maneuvers by the Pretoria regime. 


The president of the Rwandan Republic and the Algerian prime minister also 
touched on the situation in the Middle East. In this context, they reaffirm- 
ed their continued and firm support for the struggle being waged by the 
Palestinian people under the leadership of the PLO, its sole legitimate 
representative, for the restoration of their inalienable rights, including 
their right to establish a sovereign and independent state. They stressed 
that no just and lasting settlement can result from a separate agreement, 
and recalled that a true solution to the Middle East crisis must be of a 
comprehensive nature and must include the participation of the PLO, the 
satisfaction of the Palestinian people's fundamental rights and the uncon- 
ditional withdrawal of the Zionist occupation forces from all Arab territor- 
ies, including Jerusalen. 


The president of the Rwandan Republic and the Algerian prime minister also 
examined issues connected with the nonaligned movement. They reaffirmed 

the fairness of the movement's basic principles, to which Algeria and the 
Rwandan Republic are loyally committed. The two finally recalled that the 
exchange of visits contributes to strengthening the ties of friendship and 
cooperation between the fraternal peoples of Algeria and Rwanda. They agreed 
to promote contacts at all necessary levels between the two countries. 
[passage omitted] [end recording] 
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ALGERIA 


"EL MOUDJAHID' ON UK, NORWEGIAN OIL PRICE CUTS 
PM242127 Algiers EL MOUDJAHID in French 18-19 Feb 83 pp 1, 16 
[Omar Belhouchet article: '"New Pressures on OPEC"'] 


[Text] What was still a rumor and threat on Wednesday is now a fact. 
Britain and Norway announced a reduction in the price of crude oil yester- 
day. Britain, which, thanks to the North Sea oilfields, has become one of 
the world's top ten oil producers, reduced its price from $33.5 per barrel 
to $30.5 per barrel. That is a reduction of around $3, in other words 


around 10 percent. 


Pressures, rumor, speculation and political maneuvering won the day. Since 
the failure of the OPEC conference in Geneva this is the most significant 
gesture, after that of the U.S. companies, to increase the problems of the 
oil market and destabilize OPEC. 


On Thursday the waole U.S. oil sector completed the generalization of the 
second consecutive reduction in less than 10 days. This reduction is $1 
per barrel on oil produced in the United States. Thus the Western oil com- 
panies have greatly profited from OPEC's present paralysis in order to move 
into action, combining the destocking of oil, pressures on the exporting 
countries by refusing to take crude oil, the spreading of rumors and the 
exaggeration ef the drop in crude oil prices on the free market.... 


This speculative tension and the reduction was greatly facilitated and/or 
prompted by two specific statements by the Saudi oil minister. The first 
was made in Geneva itself after the OPEC meeting and in it he "predicted" 
a drop in North Sea crude oil prices. The second is the one in which he 

said, barely a week ago, that a price reduction is now "inevitable." 


How can the Western oil companies behave after such assertions? Are these 
not thinly veiled invitations to the said companies to increase the pres- 
sures for a reduction? Britain's initiative is extremely dangerous, despite 
the reference to the market trend, which, moreover, is itself very artifi- 
cial, Norway, as predicted, immediately followed the British decision, 

and the announcement was made by the National Oil Company, which dropped its 
prices by between $3 and $3.5 per barrel, backdating the decision to 


1 February. 
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Since, in keeping with a well-established tradition, the North Sea crude oil 
price has always been aligned with the official OPEC price it is strange, 

to say the least, that this principle should be violated at a time when no 
official reduction has been announced by an OPEC oil-exporting country. 


Indeed, the British decision, combined with that of the U.S. companies, is 
part of an unavowed political view whici. considers that OPEC should gradually 
be dismantled. Moreover the Reagan administration has never officially con- 
cealed the fact that it constantly advocates purely and simply returning 

to the rules of supply and demand. 


Thus the British initiative conceals obvious ulterior motives because the 
commercial practice of transnational firms toward the OPEC countries shows 
that the latter systematically increase the price of their exports as the 
OPEC countries” demand falls. So how can the reduction in the price of 
British crude oil be explained rationally even if demand for oil in the 
Western countries has fallen unless account is taken of these political 
ulterior motives? 


The deterioration in the situation of the world market faces OPEC with ter- 
rible choices. Will it succeed, as it did during the first half of 1982, 
in organizing itself to defend its price structure or will the member 
countries allow themselves to be caught up in the "price war"? 


There are questions but also certainties: OPEC will continue to be the only 
weapon in the third world’s hands, It must be preserved! 
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ALGERIA 


COMPANIES' FINANCIAL REORGANIZATION REVIEWED 
Algiers REVOLUTION AFRICAINE in French No 988, 28 Jan-3 Feb 83 pp 14-16 


CArticle by Y.O.M.: "Financial Restructuring of Enterprises: Clarification 
and Economic Efficiency"] 


(Text] With 1983, the reorganizaton of the national economic apparatus 
enters a new stage. Financial restructuring is the question of the day; 

it should complete the organic restructuring of enterprises, which has now 
reached its operational stage. Financing remains a major lever in impel- 
ling, managing and controlling the national economy; it has been the object 
of a consistent approach with respect to planning and the efforts to be 
made to improve the management of public enterprises, the primary components 
of the national economic apparatus. 


To this effect, a seminar on financial restructuring was organized by the 
Ministry of Planning and National Development on Sunday 16 January 1983 at 
the Palace of Nations. The meeting was chaired by Mr Abdethamid Brahimi, 
minister of planning and national development, and was attended by the 
general and financial managers of public enterprises and commercial bank 
officials. 


Mr Boualem Benhamouda, member of the Political Bureau and minister of fi- 
nance, opened the seminar; Messrs Kasdi Merbah, Ait Messaoudene and Nabi 
Belkacem, respectively ministers of heavy industry, light industry, and 
energy and petrochemical industries, were also present. 


In his keynote address, Mr Benhamouda stressed that, while financial restruc- 
turing to achieve financial balance in public enterprises is necessary, it 
"must also provide an opportunity to examine in detail the financial position 
of enterprises, find solutions leading to recovery and, above all, eliminate 
all possible causes of financial destructuring, whether organizational or 
financial in nature or involving management control." 


The minister of finance stated that "there are chances that we may succeed 
because the government is determined to make of 1983 a year of financial 
reorganization for enterprises, and because of the measures it has taken 
to make this reorganization possible." 
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In this respect, the minister pointed out that a procedure had been establish- 
ed for the settlement of inter-enterprise debts, that the selling price of 
products was being reconsidered in connection with production costs, the tax 
system reformed, financing conditions for public investments reconsidered, 
exchange control and public contract regulations relaxed, financial opera- 
tions effectively decentralized, and various other measures taken. 


Actually, the objective today is to achieve a strict control of the produc- 
tion apparatus by making full use of the human and material potential and 
reducing management, maintenance and equipment-renewal costs. The objec- 
tive of financial reorganization, therefore, is to reorganize management so 
it will acquire a content and a dimension compatible with the public good 
and, above all, with the requirements of the national development and the 
needs of the economy and the people. What are the objectives and principles 
of financial restructuring? 


Before dealing with this question, let us consider what progress has been 
achieved by organic restructuring efforts and show the extent and importance 
of financing in controlling our production apparatus. 


In this respect, Mr Abdelhamid Brahimi summed up organic restructuring, un- 
derlining that 53 socialist enterprises out of 143 had given way to 268 new 
enterprises. Another 8 enterprises are about to be restructured for good, 
and will yield 38 new enterprises, so that a total of 303 new enterprises 
will have been created by restructuring 63 national entities. 


Speaking of the organization charts of the new enterprises, Mr Brahimi in- 
dicated that many projects had been submitted to the National Committee for 
consideration and approval. The National Committee has also organized its 
schedule so as to express its opinion on the dossiers it is about to receive 


within the shortest possible time. 


As far as attendant measures are concerned, the minister regretted that 

most new enterprises would wait until their organization charts are approved 
before planning the construction of headquarters and housing; this may re- 
sult in delays in the realization of infrastructures for future headquarters 
and, therefore, in their actual implementation. 


As far as the practical aspects of financial restructuring are concerned, 
all new enterprises (303) and a number of other public enterprises will 
undergo financial reorganization, irrespective of whether they show a 
financial deficit or a surplus. 


An Appropriate Approach and Management Rules 


The essential objective of financial restructuring is to arrive at a number 
of measures to improve the economic effectiveness of the production apparatus. 
In this context, financial restructuring can therefore not be restricted to 
a mere financing operation for enterprises in a state of financial imbalance. 
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Rather, long-term management standards must be established to rationalize 
management. These standards will be used to assess results and objectively 
evaluate what is due to man and what to environment. 


The first element in this approach designed to fit the present st 
economic organization process, is essentially based on an analysis 
ances and the causes of financial destructuring. This analysis "shall result 
not in a judgement on previous management, but in a diagnosis on the basis of 
which adequate measures will be taken,” the minister of planning and national 
development was to say. In view of this, it is clear that we must discard all 
prejudices or reference to rules that are assumed to be immutable although 
they actually disrupt the economy. 


Ot imbdaln- 


Ours is one of the few countries where enterprises created without their own 
capital operate on credit thanks to the banking system. Therefore, the time 
has come to coordinate our price, tax and credit policies to achieve greater 
rigor in the organization and management of our enterprises. 


When it comes to analyzing the causes of financial destructuring, the erter- 
prises and sectors involved are in the best position to identify the reasons 
for imbalance and to suggest measures that would lead to financial stability 
and productive growth. 


Among destructuring factors, we can mention prices which, for socioeconomic 
reasons, remain below production and distribution costs. This is the case 
in sectors with a deficit structure. Such a deficit should not obscure the 
results achieved by enterprises and the development of their economic effec- 
tiveness, as there are sectors that show a surplus although their merit, 
strictly speaking, often does not lie in their economic performances. Large 
investments and write-offs have also maintained many enterprises, whose pro- 
duction failed to grow as fast as expected, in a state of imbalance. 


The settlement of inter-enterprise debts is also a source of imbalance, as 
delays, or the failure to pay, weigh heavily on the financial position of 
enterprises. 


To analyze all these causes and suggest objective reorganization and regula- 
tion measures, an investigation schedule was established by the ad hoc Com- 
mission on Financial Restructuring created at the seminar on Sunday 16 Jan- 


uary 1983. 


This schedule hinges, on the one hand, on a detailed analysis of the previous 
position of enterprises over the last four years and, on the other hand, on a 
projection of their future ,osition over a five-year period. 


The criteria adopted for the investigation schedule indicate that the dos- 
siers to be submitted to the National Commission on Restructuring must cor- 
tain a detailed and thorough analysis of the position of the enterprise, per 
production unit, and at a consolidated (enterprise) level, through an analysis 
of the enterprise's assets and a study of all financial management variables 


for the past four years. 














As for the model to be used in projecting the enterprises’ results over the 
next five years, it is based on the projection of their detailed production 
plans per type of product, their supply plans and their marketing plans, and 
on the projection of certain accounting and management variables. 


The analysis of the financial and management position of each enterprise, 
per production unit, will also enable the National Commission on Restructur- 
ing to go over to the last stage of financial restructuring of enterprises. 
We mean the reactivation of regulation instruments such as prices, taxes, 
inter-enterprise debts, the financing of enterprise operations through the 
financial system and investment financing schedules. 


Thus, the Commission pointed out that "the methods used in setting prices have 
contributed to alter the financial balance of enterprises and that actual 
prices reveal a number of distorsions which affect both the overall economic 
balance and the financial balance of enterprises." 


As a result, the Commission indicated that precise rules of conduct must be 
established so enterprises may project their financial structures, taking 
Into account macro-economic constraints and the requirements of major 
balances as set forth in the Plan. 


[In particular, the rate of surplus per branch, sector and enterprise must 
be determined through a global and coordinated approach. Not only must the 
national pricing plan be broken down into variable sectorial and enterprise 
plans--as a prerequisite to success in financial restructuring--but this 
must be accompanied by compensation or price-support mechanisms supported 
by substantial financing. 


Through its present implementation techniques and procedures, the tax system 
also contributes to financial restructuring. To that effect, the Commission 
recommended a number of measures which, although they do not compromise the 
Treasury's revenues from taxes, will enable enterprises to improve their 
financial position. The reduction of project-completion costs, the clarifi- 
cation, even the elimination of all provisions entailing double taxation, 

the simplification of exemption or tax-free purchasing procedures are as 
many provisions complementing the issuing of emergency regulations in order 
to provide relief for enterprise accounting departments, regenerate their 
cash-flow and stimulate their results. 


As far as the settlement of inter-enterprise debts is concerned, it is re- 
commended that contracts be used in all cases so as to protect the financial 
balance of enterprises. 
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Concerning the last element in the regulation of national economy, i.e. the 
investment financing schedules, the Commission emphasizes that financing 
must be in keeping with the repayment potential of each project and must 

be obtained from three possible sources: domestic credits, foreign credits 
and final aid. 














The financial restructuring of enterprises will be completed by the end of 
1984; however, over 150 of the most complex dossiers will be dealt with in 
1983. Actually, all this reorganization takes place in the context of the 
1985-1989 Plan, and is designed to create a balanced production apparatus 
in which each entity will have precisely defined responsibilities. 


The reorganization of our economy is a major way of meeting the social needs 


of our country. The success of our development plans depends to a large 
extent on our ability to manage better and produce more. 


9294 
CSO: 4519/144 


20 














ALGERIA 


BRIEFS 


ALGERIAN, MOROCCAN FLIGHTS TO RESUME-—-Rabat, 23 Feb (KUNA)--Well informed 
4.ab diplomatic sources told KUNA here Monday that air flights between 
Morocco and Algeria will resume operation starting April first. The flights 
have been suspended since 1967 [as received] following severance of diplo- 
matic relations over the Saharan dispute. An apparent improvement of rela- 
tions has surfaced after mediation efforts launched by King Fahd Ibn ‘Abd 
al-‘Aziz of Saudi Arabia. Moroccan press reports said that the two Arab 
neighboring countries have opened their borders but no confirmation was 

yet available. [Text] [LD231524 Kuwait KUNA in English 1038 GMT 23 Feb 

83] 
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MOROCCO 


MOROCCAN OFFICIAL SEEKS DIALOGUE WITH SPAIN ON CEUTA, MELILA 
LD261210 Rabat MAP in Arabic 0900 GMT 26 Feb 83 


[Text] Rabat, 26 Feb (MAP)--Sidi Dey Ould Sidi Baba, the speaker of the 
Moroccan Parliament, has stated that he favors the idea of a dialogue between 
Morrocan and Spanish parliamentarians on the question of Ceuta and Melila. 


In an interview with the Moroccan News Agency, MAP, he expressed support 
for such a dialogue within the framework of a comprehensive approach. He 
affirmed that the resolution endorsed by the Arab Parliamentary Union with 
regard to Ceuta and Melila "does not constitute a hostile attitude toward 
our Spanish friends." 


He pointed out that the question of Ceuta and Melila has been raised on sev- 
eral occasions at the United Nations and raising it at the Arab Parliamentary 
Union “is nothing new" because the 15 Arab delegations which attended the 13th 
session of the union in Rabat "view the problem as a remnant of the past and 
which should be resolved in a spirit of friendship and cooperation between 

the Arab world and Spain, and particularly between Morocco and Spain." 


Sidi Baba added: "The Arab parliamentarians view their solution as being 
in keeping with Arab friendship and cooperation with Spain." He added that 
"the time has come for our Spanish friends to take a clear view of relations 
between the countries, particularly when the matter affects two friendly 
and neighboring countries, and when King Hassan II and King Juan Carlos 
discussed the question of a policy of alliance and cooperations between the 
two countries, with the blessings of officials from both countries during 
King Carlos’ visit to Morocco." 


The Moroccan speaker said that the question of Ceuta and Melila should not 
be dealt with in an outdated fashion but in a manner which takes account 

of the "relations of friendship, which we want to see grow stronger and more 
active, in the interests of both our countries, in the interests of the 
Mediterranean peoples and in the interests of friendship and understanding 
between the Arab and Spanish worlds." 


He called upon the Spaniards to accept a settlement of this problem (lirough 


negotiations, based on the two countries’ diplomatic strategic and economic 
interests. He said he does not deny that the problem of Ceuta and Melila 


22 











constitutes an obstacle in the path of Moroccan-Spanish friendship which 
should be overcome. 


He expressed his faith in the wisdom of the officials of both countries and 
in their desire to preserve the friendship and mutual trust which would en- 
able them to overcome all former imperialist attitudes toward peoples seeking 
to regain sovereignty over those parts of their national territory which are 
still under occupation. 


He said that he supports a logical and just settlement of the problem, a 
settlement serving the interests of both countries so that peace and calm 

can prevail over this sensitive part of the world. He expressed the hope 
that the legislatures of both countries will begin a responsible, comprehen- 
sive and constructive dialogue which is removed from other sensitivities, 

and discuss the matter in accordance with the principles dictated by a policy 
of peace, understanding and good neighborliness among Mediterranean countries. 
He said that such a dialogue could make a positive contribution to the search 
for a cordial solution to this important question. 
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MOROCCO 


MOROCCAN ENERGY MINISTER RECEIVES SPANISH OIL EXPERTS 
LD281341 Rabat MAP in English 1208 GMT 28 Feb 83 


[Text] Rabat, 28 Feb (MAP)--Moroccan minister of energy and mines, Mr 
Moussa Saadi, received a Spanish delegation including Mr Ramon Leonate 
[MAP spelling] from the Spanish Institute of Hydrocarbons, Mr Martine 
Eyries [MAP spelling] from the Spanish National Gas Company (ENAGAS), and 
Mr Maurice Benzaquen [MAP spelling] from the Hisponiol Company, on Satur- 
day in Rabat, 


The meeting was devoted to examining cooperation perspectives between the 
two countries in the areas of oil exploration and exploitation, gas distri- 
bution, and oil shale exploitation, taking into account the two countries' 
similar geological make up and potentialities as well as Spain's 15 years 
experience of oil shale production. 





Discussions also covered the possibility of exchanging geological informa- 
tion especially those related to the zone of the Strait of Gibraltar. 


Mr Saadi asked the Spanish delegation to endeavour to put all documentation 
on the Sahara Provinces at Morocco's disposal. 


He also stressed the importance of this cooperation for the two countries' 
economies taking into account their affinities on the levels of history, 


civilization, geographic proximity and the impact of the future link between 
Morocco and Spain across the Strait of Gibraltar. 
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MOROCCO 


BULGARIA'S MLADENOV COMPLETES MOROCCAN VISIT 
PM250949 Casablanca LE MATIN in French 18 Feb 83 pp 1, 2 
[MAP report: "Departure of Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs"] 


[Text] Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Petur Mladenov left Rabat on 
Thursday morning after a 3-day official visit to Morocco. 


On his departure Mr Maldenov expressed satisfaction at the warm welcome 
he had received and stated that he had examined all questions concerning 
the existing cooperation between the two countries. 


"We paid particular attention," he said, "to economic cooperation and the 
possibilities of further strengthening it, especially in the spheres of agri- 
culture and industry." 





"We discussed," he added, "the subjects to be debated more specifically dur- 
ing the Moroccan-Bulgarian Joint Commission meeting which will be held very 


soon." 


"We also examined," he continued, "the main current international problems, 
noting that although our positions are not identical on some fundamental 
problems they are very close." 





Questioned by the Bulgarian press, Mr M'hamed Boucetta said, for his part, 
that Mr Mladenov's visit "is taking place at a very opportune and useful 
time for the future of relations between the two countries." 


We discussed, Mr Boucetta added, the problems which concern us at interna- 
tional, African, Near East and European levels and were particularly happy 

to note, as Mr Mladenov has just recalled, very similar viewpoints on the need 
to work together for peace and understanding. 


"I think that at this level too," the minister of state for foreign affairs 
added, "the support from the socialist group in general and Bulgaria in par- 
ticular on the Palestinian question and other African problems is very im- 
portant." 


eign affairs was seen off by Minister of 
the Bulgarian ambassador in 
dited to Rabat and 


The Bulgarian minister of for 
State for Foreign Affairs M'hamed Boucetta, 
Rabat, the ambassadors of the socialist countries accre 


other prominent people. 
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MOROCCO 


EXILED OFFICER CLAIMS DLIMI WAS PLANNING COUP 
PM241513 Paris LE MONDE in French 24 Feb 83 p 6 


[Roland Delcour report: ''Mr Ahmed Rami Asserts That General Dlimi ‘Was 
Planning Action Against the King'"] 


[Excerpts] Mr Ahmed Rami, former lieutenant in the Moroccan Army and aide 
de camp to General Oufkir, sentenced to death in absentia for taking part in 
plots against King Hassan II, has twice stated on Swedish television this 
February that General Dlimi "was planning military action against the king." 
[passage omitted] 


Lieutenant Rami first gave information to Swedish television after the an- 
nouncement of General Dlimi's death (25 January). He stated that he had 
been in constant contact with General Dlimi, with whom he met two or three 
times a year either in Paris or in Stockholm. A reliable source in Paris 
confirms that General Dlimi had contacts with the Moroccan opposition in 
exile, The last two meetings apparently took place in July 1982 in Paris 
and in December 1982 in Stockholm. On that occasion General Dlimi, whose 
presence in Stockhold has not been confirmed, apparently told his inter- 
locutor that King Hassan II was begun to suspect him of treason around 3 


weeks earlier. 


Because of the danger threatening him, General Dlimi apparently asked 
Lieutenant Rami, who claims to have acted as a liaison agent between him 
and the young "free officers," to speed things up and informed him that a 
new attempted coup d'etat would be staged before 23 July, since major changes 
were scheduled in the upper echelons of the Moroccan Army as from August. 
General Dlimi apparently even asked him to "contact the Libyans" and Colonel 
al-Qadhdhafi was apparently warned against recognizing, if not the Polisario 
as a liberation movement, at least the Saharan Democratic Arab Republic, in 
order not to alienate the Moroccan Army. Also according to Lieutenant Rami 
the U.S. services apparently gave King Hassan II a file denouncing General 
Delimi and two Americans apparently even attended the general's last meet- 
ing with Hassan II on 25 January. 


It is a fact that the king's chief aide de camp and commander of the Southern 
Zone had been summoned to Marrakesh by King Hassan II, who had received him 
in his palace on the Tuesday afternoon. According to Lieutenant Rami's theory 
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General Dlimi was not killed when returning from that meeting in the accident 
which took place in the Marrakesh palm grove a few hundred meters from his 
villa but in the Royal Palace itself and his body was placed in his auto- 
mobile, which was then blown up to make it look like an accident. 


Finally Lieutenant Rami said that the arrests of senior officers which were 
carried out around 10 days before the announcement of General Dlimi's death 
and were continued after it--the number of officers arrested is apparently 

25--apparently mainly affected people loyal to General Dlimi or members of 

his clan. However, the general's death is apparently a "terrible blow" to 

the young oppositionists in the Moroccan Army. 


CSO: 4500/105 
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BRIEFS 


BRAZILIAN TRADE AGREEMENT--Rabat, 25 Feb (MAP)--Morocco and Brazil have con- 
cluded a trade agreement that grants to Moroccan exports a non-discriminatory 
treatment mainly regarding phosphates and its by-products. The agreement, 
concluded during a recent visit of the Moroccan minister of trade, industry 
and tourism, Mr Azzedine Guessous to Brazil, is aimed at balancing the trade 
balance between Morocco and Brazil whose deficit is to the detriment of 
Morocco, During his visit to Brazil, Mr Guessous held talks with a number 
of Brazilian officials on means of boosting economic cooperation especially 
in the areas of metallurgy, iron and steel, agro-alimentary industries, 
mechanican industries, telecommunications and tourism. [Text] [LD260550 
Rabat MAP in English 1205 GMT 25 Feb 83] 


NETHERLANDS CULTURAL AGREEMENT--The Hague, 25 Feb (MAP)--A cultural agree- 
ment was concluded between Morocco and The Netherlands on Thursday in The 
Hague, The agreement was signed by visiting Moroccan minister of national 
education, Dr Azzedine Laraki, and by the Dutch minister of foreign affairs, 
Mr Van Den Broek, Under the agreement, the two parties will seek to favour 
and develop bilateral relations in the areas of education, science, culture 
and sports. They will also encourage cooperation between both countries’ 
educational and scientific research institutions. The agreement also stipu- 
lates that both countries will exchange documents on their educational sys- 
tems in addition to the exchange of professors, scientists and artists. The 
two countries will also encourage direct cooperation between their respective 
radio and television networks and press agencies. [Excerpt] [LD260550 

Rabat MAP in English 1200 GMT 25 Feb 83] 
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SUDAN 


NUMAYRI INTERVIEWED ON ARAB, DOMESTIC ISSUES 
PM241153 London AL-SHARQ AL-AWSAT in Arabic 20 Feb 83 pp 3-4 


[President Ja'far Numayri interview with Muhammad Ma'ruf al-Shibani in 
London "En Route Home From Visit to the United States''--date not given) 


[Excerpts] [Question] Looking at the present Arab situation one feels pain 
and bitterness because of the division of and acute differences among the 
Arab countries, to the extent that the Arab citizen no longer dreams of Arab 
solidarity as much as wishes that the differences will at least be reduced 
rather than intensified. What is the reason for this painful fragmentation 
which has occurred despite the seriousness of the conditions which the Arabs 
are experiencing, bearing in mind that calamities should bring people to- 
gether rather than separate them? 


[Answer] Most unfortunately, this is the truth. Yes, the Arab states are 
fragmented and no head of state or any state can say that there is no frag- 
mentation, unless we accept the Arab custom. Which is to accept fragmenta- 
tion or any adversity by saying "never mind." This "never mind" is, un- 
fortunately, used frequently. There is a fragmentation whose cause is 
probably the ideological tendency of the leadership or of the state. This 
is clear in the case of certain ideological parties in the Arab countries. 
There is fragmentation in the economic sense, in that some Arab countries 
have the funds and the capabilities while others have the manpower. There 
is also fragmentati-n in viewing the Palestinian problem and Israel. Is 
Israel a fact or not? There is fragmentation in viewing the big powers and 
their worldwide strategy. All this is happening in the Arab countries. But 
how can this fragmentation be overcome? The Fes Summit was the conference 
that brought the Arabs nearest to a solution to the most important problen, 
the Palestinian problem, by setting the strategy to solve it. This was the 
minimum we demand for solving our problem. Fortunately, at the same time 
there was a proposed solution put forward by the U.S. president in his cap- 
acity as representative of the state directly involved in the Arab-Palestin- 
ian problem. There is, of course, the solution which some Arab countries, 
headed by Egypt, have adopted, namely the road to peace. In my view these 
three solutions can be combined to enable the Arabs to emerge with a balanced 
formula that would be compatible with the objectives of everybody. Of course, 
not everybody will be satisfied with this, but there should be some sort of 
agreement on it, which is what matters. [passage omitted] 
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[Question] Following President as-Sadat's visit to Jerusalem and the division 
and differences this visit created among the Arab countries, you headed a 
mediation committee with the aim of settling the differences and restoring 
Arab solidarity. 


Do you believe that the time is opportune for this committee to be revived 
or for a similar committee to be set up in order to try to achieve the same 
objective, or are today's differences so deep that mediation has become im- 
possible? 


[Answer] The committee was set up in accordance with a decision by the Arab 
League, and it was agreed that Sudan would be the chairman and would be given 
the option to select its members. In fact I became the committee chairman 
and selected the members myself and began work. I contacted about 95 percent 
of the Arab countries and found that there were no differences among them 
over the Arab problem. In fact, there was total agreement on all that was 
happening in the Arab world. But the remaining 5 percent were the only 

cause of Arab division. I had almost won over Egypt by making it halt its 
individual move toward Israel, but certain Arab countries asked that Egypt 

be given the opportunity to go ahead with its move for a period of 2 or 3 
months, 


[Question] Will you name those countries? 


[Answer] They were the hard-line countries, such as Syria and Algeria. The 
period of time that they asked to be given to Egypt was like "the straw 

that broke the camel'’s back" because at this very time a meeting was held 

in Britain between Egypt and Israel. After this meeting they moved on to 
Camp David where the decision on concluding a peace treaty between Egypt 

and Israel was taken. 


[Question] In other words the hard-line countries asked that Egypt be given 
an opportunity to continue its individual move toward Israel? 


[Answer] In fact they asked that Egypt be given an opportunity since it had 
already begun its march in this direction. They said: Let us give Egypt an 
opportunity to learn that this road is wrong. They believed that the 2-month 
period would put Egypt in an embarrassing situation. But the plan was that 
they would move on a peace path on which there was no embarrassment. For 

the first time the United States entered as an official partner. 


[Question] You mentioned that at that time 5 percent of the Arab countries 
were the cause of the differences and conflicts. Do you believe that in the 
present circumstances of Arab division that percentage has increased? 


[Answer] I believe that the percentage has now increased because of the 
Iraq-Iran war, the Israeli invasion of Lebanon and Libya's dissident stands 
toward the Arab world and Africa. 


[Question] Since you refer to Libya, do you still believe that it aims to 


overthrow your regime? Is it not possible to mediate in order to ease the 
tension between the two countries? 
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[Answer] In fact I cannot say whether there can be mediation. Everything 

is possible because I do not believe that anything is impossible. But Libya's 
posture toward Sudan is clear and evident: it is a hostile stand. If any- 
body adopts a hostile attitude against you then you must defend yourself. 

We are not hostile toward the Libyan people, but the Libyan leader, 

Mu'ammar al-Qadhdhafi, aims at eradicating the Sudanese regime and the 
Sudanese president. This is what he has said in his speeches and what has 
become evident from his movements and activities in Libya and elsewhere. 


[Question] How do you evaluate the communist tide in the area, and what is 
Sudan's strategy to counter it? 


[Answer] Most unfortunately the communist tide in the area has adopted a 
new policy in which it has succeeded, which is the policy of violence. I 
believe that this policy was the result of what befell the communists in 
Sudan, Egypt and Somalia. The Soviet Union has tended to resort to violence 
against whoever is hostile to communism. Such violence could be an organ- 
ized violence implemented through the occupation of particular places by 
regular forces or through sabotage forces that fight against the countries 
which are pressing ahead in the implementation of their development and or- 
ganizational objectives in the area. This is the most dangerous thing, be- 
cause clandestine action of any sort, especially by the communists, is a very 
serious danger to any country and any regime. They cannot achieve any 
decisive objective but they can destroy and delay much of the organization- 
al and development activities or the building of a state. This is what is 
happening at present in many African countries and some Arab countries. 





In other words, we know now that we can rapidly solve the Palestinian prob- 
lem and the Lebanese problem, but there is sabotage on the part of communist 
activists or what is known as clandestine forces with the aim of preventing 
the success of any peace theory. They are carrying out such sabotage. In 
other words, every time there is a mature and ambitious idea to reach a solu- 
tion to the Arab problem there is somebody ready to sabotage it. The recent 
meeting of some Palestinian leaders in Libya at Al-Qadhdhafi's request is but 
one of many attempts by the communists to strike at the Arab peace march. 


[Question] Can you explain further to us how the communists would benefit 
from hampering solutions to the Middle East crisis? 


[Answer] We all know that the communists are successful only when fishing 
in troubled waters. This is their modus operandi. The more turbulent the 
situation the easier it is for them to move, particularly among the lower 
classes whose aspirations they try to express with tempting slogans. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


[Question] There is much talk about whether Egypt should return to the Arabs 
or the Arabs should return to Egypt--particularly since the Arab side asserts 
that there will be no such return unless the reasons for the division are re- 
moved, while Egypt insists that it will not abandon the peace treaty with 
Israel. Is there a way out of this dilemma? 
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[Answer] In fact I disagree with the description that Egypt is distant 

from the Arab countries. Egypt has always been and will rema in the midst 
of the Arab world. Its recent move at Camp David was made out of its total 
conviction that this is the way that will bring the Arabs to a political 
solution of their problem with the state of Israel. 


[Question] Do you share Egypt's conviction? 


[Answer] We do share Egypt's conviction and believe that, through dialogue, 
people can reach peace. Why do we share this conviction? Because we are 
convinced that there is a state called Israel and that we must recognize this. 
We and others in the world directly or indirectly recognize this state which 
sits with us at the United Nations. It is now an established fact in the 
Arab world and a considerable power. This is evident in the fact that it 

has won almost all the wars. This cor:firms my saying that Israel is a power 
that exists and is influential in the area. For this reason I agree with 
Egypt in tending toward peace through dialogue, although I had disagreed with 
it on the grounds that the move should not have taken place in Jerusalem and 
individually. Rather it should have been with all the Arab countries. But 

I disagree with the Arab countries over the idea that if a country ‘errs" 

it should be judged severely, as happened in Baghdad. For this reason we 

had reservations about the Baghdad resolutions. Although we abide by the 
Arab countries’ resolutions if they are adopted unanimously, we refused to 
Support these resolutions and still do so long as they call for the punish- 
ment of Egypt, not for any reason other than that I believe that Egypt will 
never at any time abandon the Arabs. [passage omitted] 


For example, I do not agree with Syria in rejecting everything that is of- 
fered to it. As its president admitted in Fes, it cannot fight Israel and 
admits that Israel is a powerful state. 


[Question] Did Syria's President Hafiz al-Asad admit that Syrie cannot fight 
Israel? 


[Answer] He admitted at one of the Fes Summit meetings <-hat Israel is a 
powerful state and that he cannot fight it, that the Israeli Army is a very 
strong army and that he cannot fight it alone. President al-Asad said this 
during a conversation with some of the heads of state. 


Therefore, if you cannot fight you must do something else. What is the other 
thing? Is it not the road of dialogue and peace? The rejection of both war 
and peace leads nowhere, 


Another thing one can say about the Palestinians: we said that those Pales- 
tinians must solve their problem. We recognize the PLO and everything else, 
but if the PLO cannot define a clear strategy in the light of which we can 
proceed, then we cannot just stand idly by and say: By God, we recognize the 
Palestinians and the PLO under all circumstances. We cannot say this while 
we see that the PLO is fragmented. As it is now. This, I believe, leads 


nowhere, 
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What happened at Camp David cannot be undone. As Shakespeare said: What 

is done cannot be undone. [Sentence published in English.] The people should 
benefit from what has happened and benefit from Egypt now. There is an Arab 
plan, a U.S. plan and a Soviet plan. It is possible to coordinate and sift 
all these plans in order to come up with something reasonable. I am with 
those [plans] and so is Egypt. Egypt will not refuse to take a new step 

as long as it leads to a solution. [ am certain of that. 


[Question] To which of these proposals are you inclined? 


[Answer] I would say that the Arab plan asks too much and therfore cannot 
be implemented. The U.S. plan gives the Arabs very little. There should be 
a "mixture"; there should be a minimum which satisfies both the Arabs and the 
other side as well. We cannot say that we support Reagan's plan because it 
has too many gaps, and we cannot say that we are satisfied with the Arab 
plan because this plan asks for the maximum we desire. 


[Question] But the majority of Arabs say that the Fes plan is the minimum 
acceptable and that anything less would be a concession. 


[Answer] By God, I believe that as it stands it is not the minimum but, as 
a beginning, it is the maximum. In the future we can ask for more. But, as 
I have always said: Time is on the Arabs’ side. The Arabs have a stronger 
culture than Israel's, have a greater manpower, a larger geographical area 
and a stronger economy. These are four important elements, and so time re- 
mains on our side. We must accept this limit, or a limit that is compatible 
or in harmony with the plan of a country like the United States which for the 
first time has begun to give. Not only do I believe that we should accept 
but, rather, that we should make haste. Israel is now rejecting [the U.S. 
plan] but we should not reject it so that we will not be aligned with Israel 
in rejecting Reagan's proposals. Rather, we should accept it and say that 
this is subject to dialogue. I believe that U.S. policy never rejects 
dialogue. [passage omitted] 


[Question] But some people maintain that certain states and Arab regimes do 
not want the Palestinian problem to be solved. 


[Answer] These, I can say, are the states on the bandwagon of other states 
which have ambitions in the region. As I have said, any state which tries 
to control any government in the Arab world or to contol any head of state 
and influence his decision is a state which does not want war to end because 
war provides it with the right atmosphere to operate. We know that some 
states have accepted the assumption that the issue could only be settled by 
force of arms. This is wrong. I do not agree that the issue can be settled 
through a buildup of arms and armies because the era of arms and armies is 
over, Armies and arms can no longer solve political problems. Israel is 
being armed and will continue to be armed by the United States. All the 
Americans are committed. It has recently become clear that all the U.S. 
presidents and agencies do not want to be distant from Israel. Every U.S. 
president, every congress and every government is in a rush to help Israel. 
This is clear. On the other hand, we rush to buy arms, and from where? 




















From certain European states, the Soviet Union and the socialist camp. They 
all want Arab money. I know very well that many of the states purchasing 
arms at present cannot obtain arms from the Soviets unless cash is guaranteed, 
unlike the other side. 


So, there is an arms race, but I do not think it will lead to a decisive 
victory in the world. This supports the theory of deterrence in the world. 
The Soviets and the Americans cannot engage in universal nuclear wars, so 
they wage limited conventional wars through the small nations, in order to 
test their weapons; but decisive wars are very difficult things to happen. 

I believe that certain states in the Arab world are exploiting the situation 
and continuing to claim that this issue cannot be settled. Furthermore, some 
Palestinian brothers, seeing that as leaders and personalities in the Arab 
world and the world at large they stand to benefit, continue to resist the 
settlement of the issue. I personally cannot see how and why people could 
reject dialogue. They say that they would fight, but they do not and 

cannot fight. They had the opportunity to fight if they wanted to and they 
had the opportunity to provide arms and support for those whom they believed 
should fight, but that did not happen. I believe Lebanon was a very good 
opportunity to put these things to the test. 


[Question] Sudan has sent forces to Iraq to assist it in its war against 
Iran but no details have yet been revealed about the size or purpose of 
these forces, Could you shed more light on this matter? 


[Answer] The Sudanese forces we decided to dispatch were the result of the 
decision adopted in Fes. We called these forces the "peace forces." We 

did not send them to Iraq to win a war or engage in fierce fighting against 
Iran until Iran is weakened, for example. They were one of the symbols we 
dispatched for peace everywhere, to end war. These forces were only sent 

to Iraq after we felt that all the mediations carried out by Arab and Islamic 
States had failed. The size of these forces is about one brigade. 


[Question] How many soldiers? 
[Answer] About 1,000. 


[Question] Trained or not? 


[Answer] Trained and armed. Here also we have made room for Sudanese 
volunteers. More than six units have already gone to Iraq and received 
training there, and some of them have even entered the battlefield. Every 
unit had no less than 500 members. 


[Question] Some reports say that a number of U.S. military bases are cur- 
rently under construction in Sudan. I recall on this occasion that in Febru- 
ary 1981 you said that "Sudan is a vast country and it needs airbases. We 
would like the United States to help in the construction vf these bases, U.S. 
forces could then use these bases." Is this true? 
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{Answer] Not at all. There are no U.S. bases and there never will be U.S. 
bases in Sudan, What I said in my statement was true. We as a sover ivr 
State have a vast homeland and we could deal with our friends in tim 

war if they wished to use our country and our military installations whica 
they helped build. This is the truth so far. Anyone who helped us build an 
airport, for example, or a port, camp or anything, may use these installations 
in times of war. We still call on friendly states to help us build airports, 
ports and other things because such steps would be good for us, our armed 
forces and our regular forces as a whole and would link the various parts 

of our country. As I said, Sudan is almost a continent and we have no 
alternative but to build places that would really unite the various parts 

of Sudan as far as tranport and communication are concerned. We cannot do 
all that ourselves. So, if a friendly or a fraternal state decides to help 
us, we should not prevent it from using these things in times of war. 


[Question] But the reports specifically named the sites where the bases 
are being built. They are Sawakin, (Qanbila), Al-—Muglad and Al-Fashir. 

I venture to add that there are rumors that the Eygptian businessman 'Uthman 
Ahmad ‘Uthman is the building contractor for these bases. 


[Answer] There has been no building so far but there are development projects 
in these areas. ‘Uthman Ahmad ‘Uthman has so far not had any part in the 
development projects, with the exception of one road between Sunnar and an 
area called Ad-Damazin. His company stopped its work halfway through because 
we could not pay what we owed. Now we are trying to solve this problem by 
forming a partnership with this company so that it may continue [the work]. 
As regards Sawakin, for the past 10 years we have been considering building 

a port there because Port Sudan, the sole port, cannot meet the requirements 
of all wdan. ([Qanbila) is in Ethiopia, not Sudan, so how could we build a 
base in Ethiopia? Al-Muglad is the one where the oil-prospecting company 
Chevron operates, So when it builds its installations there people say this 
is a base, All the installations seen in the country are development in 
Stallations. [passage omitted] | 


[Question] Some analysts maintain that your relations with Mubarak's Egypt 
are not the same as the relations you had with As-Sadat's Egypt. The late 
president and yourself shared the same views on numerous issues such as the 
Soviet threat, relations with the United States, confronting Al-Qadhdhafi 
and so on, It seems that President Mubarak's policy is not identical with 
this line. He does not want to antagonize or provoke anyone. Instead he is 
concentrating on internal development. Would this not affect Sudan? 


[Answer] One thing is clear. No two leaderships in the world are the same. 
Every leader is bound to have his own styie, a style different from his 
predecessor. This is a fact. [passage omitted] 


Egypt's general policy has not differed at all from Sudan's policy. The 
policy toward the Arabs is still the same in its general thrust. If there 
is a difference between the attitudes of Husni Mubarak and As-Sadat--I have 
not noticed any so far-—then it is something naturai and applies to every 
leader. I have not discerned anything in President Mubarak's attitude that 
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is different from As-Sadat's, so far as we are concerned. On the contrary, 
I see now that President Mubarak is taking more advanced positions than 
As-Sadat's because he is building more on what As-Sadat had built. I mean 
that As-Sadat and I worked for integration between Egypt and Sudan. We had 
ideas and we held consultations on these ideas. Under Husni Mubarak these 
ideas have been turned into work and reality. We are working on it and it 
is now assuming a practical form which will help the Egyptians and the 
Sudanese benefit from this understanding. [passage omitted] 


[Question] Around the end of 1981 you dissolved the cabinet because it had 
failed to solve the economic problems, Last year you dissolved all the 
socialist union bodies because they could not solve the domestic problems. 
Why do these bodies always bear the responsibility, or, in other words, who 
is responsible for the country's deteriorating economy? 


[Answer] The state as a whole is responsible for the economic situation in 
Sudan, By state I mean the political branch, the executive branch and the 
administrative branch, The state consists of all these branches and the 
State is responsible for this. We in Sudan firmly believe in democracy, so & 
if any of the various sectors or the popular or other organizations make a 
criticism out of genuine conviction, we refer it to the various government 
organs for discussion. If the discussion has anything to do with ministers 
or if, for example, there is a case against ministers then the president of 
the republic would want the ministers to be removed from the field under 
discussion by the public so that they would not influence the discussion. 
This is why we dissolve [the cabinet]. We do not dissolve the cabinet in 
the fuil meaning of the word. Ours is a presidential system. The ministers 
work with the president as advisers. They have no collective responsibility. 
The president has all the responsibility. Every minister is responsible to 
the president and the National Assembly. So in this sense we really do not 
have a cabinet to enable us to say that we dissolved the cabinet because it 
had failed. No, we say that we ousted m*fuisters. We can say that we ousted 


the ministers. 
[Question] In other words the responsibility is placed on them? 


[Answer] Of course, each minister is responsible individually, but the min- 
isters as a group are not responsible. So why did I dismiss them? So they 
would not interfere with the public debates. After they were ousted, confer- 
ences were held and the other ministers were kept out until the discussions 
were completed. Then we appointed new ministers. [passage omitted] 


[Question] God willing, you are about to begin your third term. What will 
your priorities and slogans be? 


[Answer] The most important thing is the economy. It is very important. 

I will carry on with the same development plan and I will try as much as 
possible to see that all the burden does not fall on this generation. We 

will try to make good use of such resources as land and manpower. We try 

to school and train the manpower and exploit the land in agricultural projects. 
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Other matters of interest to us are the society and the armed forces for 
self-defense. We have no aggressive designs against anyone. 


Then there are our foreign policies and relations with all countries. We, 
of course, are working for integration with Egypt and we want peace in the 
region. We seek cooperation with all the friends and brothers in the region 
and we try to promote Arab solidarity and African solidarity. [passage 
omitted } 


[Question] Early in 1982 it was estimated that Sudan's debts amounted to $4 
billion, It was later said that the debts totaled $7 billion. What is the 
correct figure? 


[Answer] Actually the process of calculating debts is very difficult. When 
people talk about the debts they include sums which we do not regard as 
debts. Sometimes we get grants or loans, all on easy repayment terms over 
periods ranging from 30 to 50 years. Sometimes there are bank loans at 
interest rates of 15 or 16 percent. There are also loans from the World 

Bank or other international organizations at a rate of 1 or 2 percent dating 
back 50 or 60 years. People sometimes combine all these together and even 

add to them the private sector debts, and conclude that Sudan's debts have 
readyed $6 or $7 billion. 


This is not true. I would like them to tell me exactly how much my debts 
are for next year and how much interest I am going to pay. The TIMES news- 
paper recently listed the 20 most indebted states in the world. Sudan was 
not one of then. 


[Question] Could you give us the real figure for Sudan's debts? 
[Answer] I believe that our debts total 700 million [presumably dollars]. 


[Question] Annually? 


[Answer] Altogether, our debts amount to 700 million. They do not even 
reach the 1 billion figure. So, we are not worried. [passage omitted] 


[Question] You have championed the fight against corruption, smuggling, 
forgery and illegal practices. My question is: Is there corruption in 
Sudan, and of what kind? 


[Answer] We have compiled some date on how much of the budget allocations 
and public funds is lost and how much of what is lost is recovered. We found 
out that of our $2 billion annual budget, $1.01 billion is lost. The treas- 
ury recovers about 50 percent of that lost sum in the course of legal steps 
and pursuit of the people responsible, either through the courts or other 
channels. 


In Sudan when something abnormal happens it becomes widely known. We are a 
Muslim morality-conscious country, very much so. When something strange like 
this happens people exaggerate the fact. I happen to know that other countries 











could steal the sum that we lose here in Sudan. Here, if an employee em- 
bezzles even 5,000 pounds a big clamor would ensue. 


[Question] People in Sudan are talking about the new millionaires phenomenon. 
According to one report, perhaps not an accurate one, there are 450 new mil- 
lionaires in Sudan. To prove their point people mention the number of luxury 
Mercedes cars on the streets of Khartoum. I must also reveal to you, Mr 
President, that the rumors also speak of a 'Mr 10 Percent." 


[Answer] Of course the enemies of our country spread rumors, but there is 

no such thing. The fact that people in Sudan are buying cars is a very normal 
thing. As regards the so-called 'Mr 10 Percent," this is something imported 
from certain African countries which uses this expression. 


What is happening now or what is driving us "crazy'' is the money which Libya 
pays to its agents by the millions for the purpose of subversion. The people 
who have received these funds for subversion do not know how to spend the 
money, This is why you find that someone who is nothing becomes something 
big overnight. [passage omitted] 


[Question] Are there centers of power in Sudan? 


[Answer] I do not believe that there are centers of power. Some circles 
tried to establish cenicrs of power but the masses do not give them the 


chance, 


[Question] Recently a new establishment emerged in Sudan, called the "Econ- 
omic Military Establishment." Could we know the exact purpose and work this 
establishment, bearing in mind that there are many rumors about it? 


[Answer] The Economic Military Establishment has a number of objectives. It 
is an establishment incorporated into the public sector to aid and strengthen 
it because many public sector establishments had failed administratively. 
When we went into the public sector and took charge of the unsuccessful 
establishments they changed and became successful within a month, for the 
simple reason that we introduced military discipline. 


[Question] How could military people run economic establishments? 


[Answer] They were not run by military people. They were only headed by 
military people and run by the same people who worked there before--but dis- 
ciplinary controls and follup procedures were introduced, and so forth. 
Another point is that we discovered that the armed forces, enjoying a big 
bidget, had been buying goods from units and establishments at prices perhaps 
20 or 30 percent higher than normal. One of the reasons for the success of 
this establishment is that it helped prevent people who used to forge, em- 
bezzle and gobble things up from doing so. As a result they spread rumors 
claiming that the military establishment did this and that. I issued in- 
structions that whoever engaged in such things should not be fought but, 
rather, allowed to join in the work, provided that there is no corruption of 


any kind. 














[Question] You had once said that during your second term of office a suc- 
cessor would be prepared. Why has this not happened? 


[Answer] Actually, the successor is any of the vice presidents, but what 
does this mean to the public? I do not know in what way they want the 
successor to be prepared. There is a vice president who could succeed the 


president in a Constitutional way. 


[Question] A foreign newspaper wondered about your strange ability to re- 
main in power despite all the problems and the coup attempts. Could you 
tell us the secret? 


[Answer] The secret is that we have worked for and fulfilled the principles 
we believe in. This is the most important thing. Unity, democracy and 
socialism. We have united Sudan and we have distributed what it has, equally; 


and we did more, 


[Question] Under the Constitution, you have a right to be nominated to 
rule the country, at the end of every term and indefinitely. Will you, Mr 
President, continue always to nominate yourself? 


[Answer] For as long as one is healthy enough to serve the country. 
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SUDAN 


PRESIDENT NUMAYRI TO MAKE ARAB TOUR IN APRIL 
GF261427 Kuwait AL-HADAF in Arabic 25 Feb 83 p 1 


["Exclusive" report] 


[Text] Informed sources have advised AL-HADAF that Sudanese President Ja'far 
Numayri will make a wide-ranging Arab tour in early April, auring which he 
will visit seven countries. 


The sources added that Numayri'’s tour was agreed upon during the recent 
meeting between him and the Egyptian president in Khartoum within the meet- 
ings of the Supreme Integration Council. They said the Sudanese president 
will visit Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Iraq, Jordan, the UAE, Morocco and finally 


Egypt. 


The sources noted that the Sudanese president's tour will aim at informing 
these countries of the progress of Egyptian-Sudanese integration and explain- 
ing the goals of the charter which defined relations between the two countries. 


The same sources affirmed that 'Izz ad-Din Hamid, Sudanese ambassador to 
Kuwait, has been selected as assistant secretary general for the Supreme 
Integration Council and a decree has been issued to transfer him accordingly. 
They added that Hamid, who was the first Sudanese minister for Egypt's af- 
fairs, is now in Khartoum and will return to Kuwait shortly to terminate 

his diplomatic duties before he assumes his new post. 
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SUDAN 


VICE PRESIDENT LAGU PLEDGES COOPERATION ON BORDER SECURITY 
LD252014 Kampala Domestic Service in English 1700 GMT 25 Feb 83 


[Text] The Sudanese vice president, Mr Joseph Lagu, has reaffirmed that the 
Sudan will not give sanctuary to Uganda's enemies. He added that the govern- 
ment in the southern Sudan has taken drastic measures to deal with any in- 
security situations at her border with Uganda. Mr Lagu was holding talks 
with Vice President Paulo Muwanga, who called on him at his office, at the 
People's Palace, in Khartoum. 


He said the Sudan will strive to see that there is stability in Uganda for 
the economic prosperity of the two countries. He assured the government and 
the people of Uganda that their government will always provide possible 
assistance towards the restoration of peace and stability in the country. 

He was optimistic that the present leadership in Uganda will be able to 
bring back the country's glory. He said the Sudanese Government is doing 
its best not to allow Ugandan refugees in southern Sudan to cause problems 
to Uganda. He said all refugees who were Amin's soldiers have been moved 
far away from the border and all those who had entered the Sudan with guns 
had (?them) taken away and placed in safe custody. 


Vice President Paulo Muwanga thanked Mr Lagu for the assurance and said the 
Uganda Government is very grateful for the cooperation and assistance she 
gets from the Sudan Government. He called for stronger measures to tighten 
the existing relations between the two countries and noted that any slight 
destabilization of the region will have far-reaching effects in the area. He 
paid glowing tribute to the Sudanese Government for creating conditions which 
have been conducive to the refugee situation in Uganda [sentence as heard]. 
He also thanked them for not allowing Uganda's detractors to have a base in 
their country which, he said, had created peace and stability at the border 
between the two countries. I am very hopeful, he declared, this spirit will 
continue because it is a venture we must support and invest in. 


The meeting was also attended by the president of the High Executive Council 
for Southern Sudan, Mr James Joseph Tombura, who pledged that his government 
will strive to see that there is peace and stability on the border. 
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SUDAN 


MINISTER OUTLINES EDUCATIONAL PROBLEMS, ACCOMPLISHMENTS 
Khartoum AL-SAHAFAH in Arabic 29 Jan 83 pp 6-7 


[Interview with 'Uthman Sayyid Ahmad Isma'il, minister of education and guid- 
ance, by Babakr al-"Iraqi and Imam Muhammad Imam; "Minister of Education and 
Guidance Discusses Self-Reliance; We Will Continue to Expand Education and to 
Modify Its Direction; There Is no Swerving From Prinicple of Free Education 
But...; Employing Help of Graduates of Sciences, Agriculture and Technological 
Colleges to Make up for Shortage of Teachers of Science and Mathematics; New 
Academic Year Will Witness Expansionary Revolution in Education Colleges; We 
Will not Hold Back in Delegating our Teachers to Work in Fraternal Countries 


Because This Is Nation's Duty"] 


[Text] The concerns of the Ministry of Education and Guidance have preoccu- 
pied and continue to preoccupy many people because this ministry shoulders the 
burden of preparing the citizen and preparing the citizen is a complex develop- 
ment project with numerous requirements. In addition to its educational role, 
the ministry is, through its schools,institutes and centers, a source of edu- 
cational influence. This is why its role is intensifying in dealing and inter- 
acting with the slogans projected by the leader president--slogans founded on 
self-reliance, self-confidence and self-discipline. | 


For all these reasons, AL-SAHAFAH has interviewed 'Uthman Sayyid Ahmad Isma‘il, 
the minister of education and guidance and the chairman of the National Higher 
Education Council. We have presented to him these slogans so that he may tell 
us about their meaning, about the reasons for raising them in this particular 
phase and about their significance to the Ministry of Education and Guidance. 


[Question] Why are the slogans raised now? 


[Answer] ‘Uthman Sayyid Ahmad, the minister of education and guidance and the 
chairman of the National Higher Education Council, started by saying: 


When speaking about the three slogans of self-reliance, self-confidence and 
self-discipline, we find that if we review the bases on which education--es- 
pecially the curricula for religious education and national education--is es- 
tablished include fundamentally these sublime meanings which, in fact, are 
essential for any education. But these slogans are being currently raised with 
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a very strong emphasis because of the conditions being undergone by the country 
as a result of the actions of society as a whole. There has been some laxity 
or negligence in this regard and, therefore, the need has arisen to underline 
these slogans and to define them so accurately. 


The main reason may not be what is being said about negligence or failure but 
rather the opening up that we are approaching and the emergence of very many 
inlets into economic and social development. This is where the need to empha- 
size these slogans under these circumstances surfaces. 


"Uthman Sayyid Ahmad goes on to add: 


In a religious society such as the Sudanese society, we find many of these 
slogans in its cultural and religious heritage. Islam provides an example of 
this. Islam emphasizes the oneness of God and the equality of men and states 
clearly: "Power belongs to God, His prophet and the faithful." 


When Christianity emphasizes love, tolerance, brotherhood and peace, it under- 
lines these slogans. 


When Islan and Christianity glorify the value of work, they also underline 
these slogans, 


It has been and it continues to be my opinion that in the societies whose cul- 
tural heritage and religious and educational values contain these things, the 

greater inlet to underlining these slogans lies not in the so-called national 

education but in the religious education because the values in this education 

are clear and are tied to a creed and a method. 


This, naturally, leads us to the slogan raised and observed by the leader 
president, namely the slogan of the Islamic method. 


Large-Scale Steps in All Directions 


But let us turn from the fundamentals to the circumstances engulfing Sudan. 
We, God be thanked, have gone through nearly 3 decades since the independence 
and nearly 14 years have passed since the revolution. This period cannot be 
measured by the life of peoples and states. But if we consider the political, 
economic and social changes and especially if we take stock of the actual de- 
velopment achieved in Sudan [over this period] without any exaggeration or any 
belittling, i.e. if we take stock of this development objectively and realis- 
tically, we find that this country has made long strides in all directions. 


Insofar as political development is concerned, we now have the regional rule 
which means not only decentralization but also a democracy that reaches the 
roots of this society. This democracy is, naturally, followed by a develop- 
ment that emanates from and goes back to the roots of this society. 


Economically, we should point out not only the discovery of oil and what this 
discovery will produce but also the highways extending from Port Sudan to the 
central part of the country and the plants that can be measured not by the 














local or regional yardstick but by the international yardstick, such as the 
Kinanah sugar project, the Jonglei Canal project and the obvious rise in the 
individual income and living standard--a rise which actually constitutes a 
part of the bottleneck we are experiencing as a result of the rising cost of 
living and of incomes. 


Social Transformations 
Dr. ‘'Uthman Sayyid Ahmad then turns to the social transformations, saying" 


If we view the social transformations that have accompanied these political and 
economic transformations, taking as an example the educational sector, we would 
find, God be thanked, that we are talking of 85,000 male and female students 
who take the [high school] certificate examination and of millions of students 


in the other schools. 


We are also talking of thousands of our sons who emigrate not only to improve 
their material conditions but who also, through their emigration, represent our 
country's ability to give the dearest and most precious things that man can 
give his brother man, namely experience, knowledge and beneficial action. 


Objectivity: 
Dr "Uthman then speaks about those who have criticized the experiment: 


(On the other hand), there is no doubt that criticism is necessary and bene- 
ficial. But those who criticize must evaluate the experiment and must be real- 
istic in their evaluation of the experiment and of the objective circumstances 


under which the country lives. 


In these transformations and in the transformations expected to develop lies 
the significance of these slogans. The Sudanese citizen must have discipline. 
There should be no squandering and no excesses and the Sudanese citizen must 
feel, be proud of and act according to his genuine self-respect and dignity. 


Moreover, considering that God, may He be praised, has given the Sudanese citi- 
zen all these resovrces and has favored him with these conditions, then the re- 
quest for self-reliance is the least that can be asked of man under these con- 


ditions. 
Ministry of Education and Raised Slogans 


We at the Ministry of Education, adds the minister, feel that these slogans 
have come at the right time because we are aware of the need to establish the 
Islamic method of social dealing in education and guidance, meaning that we are 
aware that we have to continue to expand the basic education, especially the 
elementary stage education. 


We also have to continue modifying the course of education so that we may im- 
prove, rather change the percentages so that the majority of students may en- 
roll in practical education, both technical and technological. Moreover, prac- 
tical education should be a part of any type of education, 
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For these slogans to be crystallized, we must maintain the standard which con- 
stitutes a source of pride for the education in Sudan. This also means that 

the popular effort must complement the official effort and that society act in 
solidarity. The poor and the underpriviliged have a right to the wealth of the 
rich. We must find a formula to achieve this justice, helping the poor and the 
underpriviliged in a manner whereby their right and their dignity are preserved. 


No Swerving From Free Education 


[Question] You have said that you wnat the popular effort to complement the 
official effort in enhancing the education process. Has the ministry drawn up 
a specific program in this regard? 


[Answer] Fortunately, we are dealing with a situation abounding with democ- 
racy. I have presented the ministry's policy to the People's Assembly and 
there is a special People's Assembly committee that is now discussing this 
policy with the ministry's experts. This, in my view, is a kind of integration 
between the popular effort and the official effort, even between opinions. If 
we agree in opinion, then there will be no difficulty in implementation. 


Minister "Uthman Sayyid Ahmad added: We have several very clear visualizations. 
For example, we do not want to swerve from the principle of free education but 
want to define this principle. The public effort or public sector undertakes 
the process [of providing] the classroom and the teacher. But the popular ef- 
fort should complement and ccncribute to the subsequent steps. Having defined 
the issue in this manner, then the society--and every society has its rich and 
its poor--must undertake the cost of the books and sketchbooks. We as a minis- 
try will take care of the teacher and will build or help build the classroom. 


We should not forget that the ministry is required to expand. Therefore, all 
should support it to achieve this goal. 


I would like to repeat an important point, namely that we are aware of this in- 
tegration in society or integration between the popular and the official opin- 
ion and that under the canopy of this integration, we open our doors and listen 


to people. 
Role of Popular Effort 


[Question] Under the canopy of the slogan raised, don't you think that teachers, 
parents and the popular effort as a whole must have a role in repairing schools 
and the other educational institutions and in shouldering the cost of book print- 
ing within the framework of free education? 


[Answer] This is very possible. Take books as an example. They are not only 
expensive but are also (denied to) the provinces. We as a ministry must make 
sure that the approved textbook is the right book for the students. This book 
goes to the stores and the provinces. Each province has a budget from which it 
can purchase the textbooks in its own way. But when a province's budget is lim- 
ited, then the province will buy one book from every three or four students, 

If a new formula is established to make these books accessible to all and whereby 

















the capable can purchase the book and those who cannot are helped by us, then 
there will be no textbook problem. This is what we seek. With time and with 
people becoming aware of the policies and shouldering their immediate respon- 
yf 


sibilities, expansion and discipline will develop and a higher standard of 
education will be underlined. 





But if education is left to the public sector's resources, then these resources 
are limited. This will by necessity mean economizing on what is available and 
improving it. It also means depriving some people or failure in this regard. 


All we want to say is that this is a joint responsibility. This does not mean 
that we should disregard what is proven to be fair. It also means that if 
something is necessary, we must do it and if it is not, then we must discard 


it. 
Schools and Rent 


[Question] It has been noticed that some schools have utilized their build- 
ings to rent shops whose income is used in the interest of the schools. What 
is the ministry's policy in regard to streamlining this tendency so that it 
may not conflict with the school's educational goals? 


[Answer] This tendency has emanted as a result of the crisis of space and of 
the possibility of expansion, especially in buildings. As a result, the school 
is not as we desire it to be. We are now giving serious though to discussing 
these matters. Fortunately, the teachers unions agree with us in this regard. 
How do we restore to the school its status? This is tied to two things: 


First, we must improve the school situation. 
Second, we must improve the teacher's situation. 


There are incentives that motivate teachers to teach twice [presumably two 
shifts] in the same school. This necessarily means depriving the school of 
academic activity that could extend from the morning to the evening. I must 
not approach the matter from a single angle. The teacher has not done this. 
The situation requires a review that enables the teacher, the student and the 
building to act logically and reasonably in a manner that is comfortable to 


all. 


We are not saying that these are slogans that are raised so that people may 
take them and create problems with them. We say that these are slogans that 
the people must discuss vigilantly. What we mean is: How can we move from a 
difficult situation to a better situation without losing anything on the way. 
This is the touchstone, As I have already told you, the responsibility is a 


joint responsibility. 


We are in a situation where there is an alliance and an alliance is meaningless 
if each of us throws the responsibility on the shoulders of the others and 
fails to work to solve the problem. The alliance dictates that we get together 
and work together to solve the problem. 

















Revolution in Teachers’ Colleges 


[Question] In recent years, Sudan has exported Sudanese teachers and foreign 
teachers. This undoubtedly constitutes a big burden not only to the Ministry 
of Education and Guidance but also the the treasury. What has the ministry 

done to alleviate this phenomenon, especially since we are raising the slogan 


of self-reliance? 


[Answer] [Minister 'Uthman Sayyid Ahmad agrees with us, saying:) We in the 
ministry are thinking clearly of formulating a plan that will enable us to 

rely on ourselves for teachers in the various fields of specialization. This 
is not impossible. We feel that the elements are present but that we need to 
change the view of some of our graduates and of society. For example, we have 
a crisis insofar as teachers of mathematics, sciences and English are concerned. 
On the other hand, we have hundreds, even thousands, of graduates of the col- 
leges of agriculture, sciences and of some engineering technology colleges. We 
can benefit from these graduates by having them join the teaching ranks instead 
of their continuing to be unemployed until the right jobs compatible with their 
specializations and their qualifications are found for them in the civil ser- 
vice. We will have thus found a solution to the problem. 


We are now instructing all the higher education institutions to think seriously 
of creating and expanding teachers' colleges. You will notice a revolution in 
this direction in the new academic year. 


The minister of education and guidance adds: Studies in the new year will be- 
gin with the Teachers College in the northern province. Serious discussions 

are also underway with al-Jazirah University to set up a teachers college there. 
Thought is also being given to developing the teaching aspect in the univer- 
sities. For example, al-Jazirah University will specialize in teaching sciences 
and mathematics while we ask the Technological Colleges Institute to develop a 
(teachers graduation branch). Meanwhile, the Teachers College in 'Atbarah can 
specialize in mathematics and sciences. We will try to establish a balance be- 
tween the various specializations. The Cairo University branch will follow a 

new path and the Khartoum University will also embark on this evaluation process. 


In 3 or 4 years, the ministry and the National Higher Education Council will be 
ready to receive the largest number [of graduates]. If our sons the graduates 
of the engineering, science, agriculture, veterinary sciences and other colleges 
join us in the Ministry of Education while remaining on the registers of the 
labor offices and waiting to join the professions they desire according to their 
specializations--and they should teach until they get the jobs they desire--then 
it will be possible to dispense with foreign teachers. There remains the prob- 
lem of English. We believe that this problem requires us to change our policy 
by concluding contracts with a limited number of excellent teachers to stay with 
us for a reasonable period of time to train a [local] cadre of teachers. 


feel that reliance on foreign teachers will end in 


There is no impossible. We 
one or two years, 

















This Nation's Duty 


Minister 'Uthman Sayyid Ahmad adds: There remains the issue of delegation, 

We believe that through rationing and training, we will not have to withhold 
our teachers from our brothers in the neighboring countries even when our con- 
ditions improve because this is the duty of this nation which has continued to 
learn and to teach. This is a duty that we will not abandon easily. The cur- 
rent circumstances are transient circumstances which seem to be critical. But, 
God willing, we will surpass them peacefully. Such bottlenecks occur in many 
countries and they must not disturb us and cause us confusion. We must think 
of how to overcome these bottlenecks because the most dangerous thing would be 
for us to get perplexed. The most important thing is for us to think of the 
alternatives so that we may choose the ideal solution. This is what the min- 
istry is doing. There are numerous plans and you will notice next year, God 
willing, evident improvement at all levels. On the occasion, nearly 300 gradu- 
ates of the agricultural colleges have responded to our call. 


Education in Sudan Is Well 


[Question] There is a problem that has been causing parents a constant head- 
ache, especially in recent years, namely the problem of the poor standard of 
education at the various levels. Is this weaxness due to a flaw in the educa- 
tion ladder, to the poor training of teachers or to the cirricula themselves? 


[Answer] (The minister of education and guidance denies that the reasons we 
have mentioned are the cause of the poor performance in education, saying:) 


This poor performance is the result of the rapid expansion and the absense of 
the fundamental controls that enable the teacher and the school to perform in 
an excellent manner. On the occasion, we have confidence in our teachers, our 
program and our criteria. But we must acknowledge an important fact, namely 
that the schools lack many things and that the teachers suffer from instability. 
The teacher is a human being and, therefore, his performance is affected by 


his living conditions. 


(The minister goes on to say:) Give us the perfect school and the secure 
teacher and I will give you good results. 


I want to note that despite what is being said about our weak standards, these 
standards are good by all-objective criteria. Compared to what is around us, 
education in Sudan is well and the Sudanese student is well. On the contrary, 
there are those who say: You must change the means and the criteria in order 

to be in step with the other who [do not] give one hundred percent. We do not 
teach in this manner. But I want to say that when people discuss the present 
standard of education, they make comparisons with the time when there were only 
three schools in Hantub, Khawr Taqqat and Wadi Sayyidna, when there was only the 
Gordon Memorial College--the present Khartoum University--and when entering 
junior high school was like crossing the English Channel. That time has gone. 




















Need for Teacher's Stability 

[Question] His excellency the minister has stressed the need for the teacher's 
stability. We notice at present that the teacher has become preoccupied with 
private lessons which undoubtedly affect his preparation [for regular classes]. 
What are the plans drawn up by the ministry to improve the teachers’ living con- 


ditions? 


[Answer] This, of course, is tied to the public service conditions. The min- 
istry is a service ministry and not a production ministry. With this under- 
standing, we are closely bound to the public service conditions. But we are 
confident and we hope that the brother officials of the Ministry of Education 
and of the Civil Service Commission will take this fact into consideration 

when they discuss the teachers living conditions. At worst, the teacher's job 
status should not be lesser than that of others, whether in terms of promotions 
or of the service conditions available to others, We must tend this profession 
in which the teacher stands before the student to perform his message. The 
teacher cannot be lax and cannot abandon reason. He is in a difficult situation 
that is different from that of any other civil servant. This is a fact that 
must be underlined. Once the teacher enters the classroom to teach, which is 


something that requires ability, then God help him. 
Regional Universities Are Developmental Requirement 


[Question] What is your evaluation of the regional universities experiement 
and of the future of the national universities in the light of this experiment? 


[Answer] To start with, all the universities, whether they are in the provinces 
or in the capital, are national universities. They are national in inclination 
and regional in specialization and location. The establishment of universities 
in the provinces is not a political demand but a developmental, social and eco- 
nomic demand. If we are convinced that these are matters that do not require 
mush discussion, then we become certain that the establishment of these regional 


universities is necessary. The question is: How are these universities to be 


established? 


Minister 'Uthman Sayyid Ahmad adds: We hope that there will be realism, and 

at the same time, seriousness in implementation, meaning that we must conduct 
studies and then determine the nature of the direction of a certain university. 
We should then determine how this university is to start, with what college it 
should start and what direction should this college take. We are proceeding on 
this path which, of course, requires very many things. After preparing these 
plans, we are required to try to prepare the professors they need and to deter- 
mine their start and their direction. Fortunately, Khartoum University, may 
God keep and strengthen it, has the capability to help us in preparing the pro- 
fessors. Sudan has two successful experiences in setting up regional univer- 
sities: It has the Juba University experience which has succeeded, bringing 
this university into existence, and there is al-Jazirah University which is 
about to come into existence. Fortunately, Juba University and al-Jazirah Uni- 
versity do not follow the pattern of Khartoum University and they bring Sudan 
something of which it is proud. Juba University has reaffirmed true nationalism 
and true regionalism and al-Jazirah University has proven so far that we can 
innovate a system of higher education which is in fact a model to be followed 
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at the international level, This university's professors have innovated numer- 
our things. This university has underlined how universities are set up without 
sacrificing academic standards and while directly tied to development. As for 
Khartoum University, it has the distinction of academic performance and of hav- 
ing served society for a long time. All these are experiences. We should not 
shy away from this experience and must be realistic [at the same time]. These 
are not universities and not colleges but universities that are supposed to 
[words indistinct]. 


Sixty percent of General Education Is Technological and Technical 


[Question] The regional universities are inclined toward specialization. But 
it is noticed that most of their colleges are applied science colleges and that 
the high schools have not caught up with this direction. What has the ministry 
and the National Higher Education Council prepared to enable the schools to 
catch up? 


[Answer] We are trying at present to change the direction of the entire gen- 
eral education so that 60 percent of this education may be practical techno- 
logical and technical education. We will introduce practical education into 
general education as a whole. Every person, even if an arts graduate, must 
learn how to use his hands and how to deal with machinery. He must learn to 
deal with the requirements of modern society. This will undoubtedly take a 
long time. But what would help in this regard is for all the information media 
to contribute to speeding up the process of transforming the Sudanese society. 
This society has proven that it is an intelligent society capable of absorbing 
change quickly. I do not, in fact, want to belittle the difficulties. But by 
the same degree, I do not want to frighten and scare the people. I want the 
people to be realistic. There are difficulties and they will encounter us. 
But we must not tremble, shiver or get perplexed but must rather think of how 
to solve these problems, 


Universities and Cultural Transformation 


[Question] In the latest economic conference, we noticed that some people crit- 
icized the establishment of regional universities in Darfur, Kordofan, the east 
and the north on the grounds that Sudan is not up to this degree of expansion 

in university education. What is your reply to this view? 


{Answer] If people decide to expand, then they must wait to find out how to 
expand. This expansion in university education does not mean that these uni- 
versities will accept the enrollment of students by the 1983-84 academic year. 
This will not happen because it is impossible. 


[Question] We further told the minister that the conferees attacked establish- 
ment of the regional universities on the grounds that Sudan is suffering from a 
financial crisis and that we must utilize the available resources to develop 


the existing universities. 


[Answer] The minister said that the presence of the regional university con- 
stitutes a very serious economic, social, educational and cultural transformation. 
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We must note this and then it is the right of every region to have such a base 
from which to move forth. But how is this to be done? We must, as I have al- 
ready pointed out, be realistic and practical and must not exaggerate or fall 
short. 


Distinctive University 


[Question] At the meetings of the Arab Universities Union in Khartoum, a recom- 
mendation was presented to unify and Arabize the curriculaat the Arab universi- 
ties. The meeting agreed to refer this recommendation to the conference of 
Arab ministers of education and scientific research which will be held in Bah- 
rain. Have we, as a country with a rich experience inthesphere of high educa- 
tion, drawn up a specific plan to present to the Arab ministers so that they 
may make the right decision in its light? 


[Answer] When we receive the final agenda, we will study this issue at the 
higher education. But it is known in advance that this direction [presumably 
of unification and Arabization] can be adopted in certain spheres but not 
others. 1f a university, any university, is not distinguished by something 
then it is not a university. Therefore, what is required is to unify the fun- 
damental aspects over which there is no disagreement. But universities must 
have characteristics distinguishing them. Universities are expected to have 
unique qualities that distinguish them from one another, otherwise we will be 
dooming higher education in the Arab world to stagnation, and this must not 
happen. Had this happened in the world, the United States and Russia would 
not have progressed, Ultimately, the effective element in universities is not 
the economic and social conditions but, with God's help and grace, man who is 
distinguished by his mental capacity and by his inspiration at times. The 
universities are unique in this regard and this is the element that distin- 
guishes them, What is projected is integration or an inlcination toward deal- 
ings between universities. But it is not required that all universities have 
the same image because this would pose a danger to the Arab universities. 
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TUNISIA 


MZALI RECEIVES BULGARIA'S MLADENOV 
PM271907 Tunis L'ACTION in French 19 Feb 83 pp 1,4 


[Unattributed report: "All the Conditions Exist For Better Development of 
Tunisian-Bulgarian Cooperation '] 


[Text] Prime Minister Mohamed Mzali received Bulgarian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Petur Mladenov at the Government Palace in the Kasbah yesterday 
morning. 


The Bulgarian minister of foreign affairs told the Tunis Africa Press Agency 
that he and the prime minister reviewed bilateral relations which, he 
stated, have reached a very good level. 


All the conditions exist for a better development of the ties of friendship 
and cooperation between Tunisia and Bulgaria, Mr Mladenov added. 


The Bulgarian minister also highlighted the two countries' political desire 
to promote bilateral cooperation in all spheres. He also stressed the similar 
viewpoints which Tunisia and Bulgaria have on most of the international 
political questions which were discussed, 


With regard to the Palestinian question Mr Mladenov said that a just and fair 
solution must be found to that question--a solution which should take account 
of an all-embracing strategy of peace, the consolidation of security in the 
world and the establishment of more balanced international political and 
economic relations. 


The meeting was attended by Minister of Foreign Affairs Beji Caid Essebsi, 


Tunisian Ambassador to Sofia Zouheir Chelly and Bulgarian Ambassador to Tunis 
Ivan Abadzhiev. 
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TUNISIA 


BULGARIA'S MLADENOV, TUNISIAN MINISTER CONFER 
PM250953 Tunis L'ACTION in French 18 Feb 83 p 4 


[Unattributed report: "Mr Beji Caid Essebsi Has Talks With Bulgarian Minister 
of Foreign Affairs Petur Mladenov"] 


[Text] ''We discussed the main current problems including security in the 
world, the Near East question, and the situation in Europe and Africa," 
Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Petur Mladenov said in particular 

at the end of the meeting which he had yesterday afternoon with his Tunisian 
counterpart Mr Beji Caid Essebsi. 


The Bulgarian minister of foreign affairs specified that the meeting took 
place in a spirit of friendship and in an atmosphere of understanding which, 
he said, "reflects the friendly relations between our two countries." 


In addition it should be noted that the Bulgarian minister of foreign affairs 
had talks with [Tunisian Minister of Public Health] Mr Rachid Sfar. 


The two sides expressed satisfaction at the state of Tunisian-Bulgarian coop- 
eration in the health sphere--a cooperation characterized in particular by 
the medical staff which Bulgaria supplies to help Tunisia and the organiza- 
tion of medical-scientific seminars which are held in the two countries al- 
ternately. 


Mr Sfar and Mr Mladenov also examined the possibilities of extending that 
cooperation to other spheres like the training in Bulgaria of Tunisian med- 


ical and paramedical staff in the emergency medicine sphere. 


The talks also related to the possible twinning of facilities of medicine and 
the exchange of teachers between the two countries. 


Mr Mladenov repeated his invitation to Mr Sfar to visit Bulgaria to pursue 
talks with his Bulgarian counterpart. 


The two countries' ambassadors attended the meeting. 
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TUNISIA 


ESSEBSI, MLADENOV DISCUSS COOPERATION 
PM271913 Tunis L'ACTION in French 19 Feb 83 p 5 
[Unattributed report: ‘"Tunisian-Bulgarian Working Session"] 


[Text] A Tunisian-Bulgarian working session was held yesterday morning under 
the chairmanship of the two countries‘ foreign ministers, Beji Caid Essebsi 
and Petur Mladenov, and was marked by the signing of an agreement for a 
Bulgarian loan for mining exploration, prospecting the exploitation in 
Tunisia, 


The document, which was signed by Mr Ahmed Ben Arfa, ambassador and director 
general of international cooperation, and by Bulgarian Deputy Minister of 
Foreign Trade Spas Georgriev, relates to credit of $50 million on advantage- 
ous terms. This loan comprises $10 million for mining exploration and 
prospecting concerning the Tunisia West Power Station and the Fej-Hassen 
extension project and $40 million for mining exploitation in the Fej El- 
Adoum and Bou-Jaber complexes, 


In the speeches which they delivered at the start of the working session, Mr 
Beji Caid Essebsi and Mr Petur Mladenov reaffirmed their respective govern- 
ments' desire to promote Tunisian-Bulgarian cooperation in all spheres, 
welcoming the broadly satisfactory record of that cooperation and the con- 
structive spirit and atmosphere of mutual understanding which characterized 


the talks between the two sides. 


Mr Beji Caid Essebsi pointed out that cooperation between the two countries 
should go further than the traditional spheres of health and mining and be 
extended to other sectors such as research, agriculture and industry. 


In the foreign minister's view Tunisian-Bulgarian relations cannot exper- 
ience a new upsurge without the promotion of trade, which is usually to 
Tunisia's disadvantage. 


In that connection he urged the Bulgarian side to make an effort to help 
the competent Tunisian bodies, especiall CEPEX [expansion unknown], which 
are trying to channel Tunisian-made products onto the Bulgarian market with 
the aim of restoring a trade balance. 
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"What we are seeking," he added, “is not a perfect balance but a margin 
which is not insignificant in order to preserve the future of our cooper- 
ation at the levels of quality and quantity, and we want greater diversifica- 
tion of trade. 


To attain that objective we must make a joint effort to facilitate trans- 
actions by taking steps to reduce administration as regards cooperation in 
the medical sphere. Mr Beji Caid Essebsi was anxious to pay tribute to the 
Bulgarian doctors who have served in Tunisia, pointing out that with a view 
to training large numbers of Tunisian doctors it is necessary to consider 
extending medical cooperation to the sectors which correspond most closely 
to Tunisia's development requirements. 


In reply Mr Petur Mladenov admitted that there are several spheres in which 
the two countries can establish fruitful cooperation, citing in particular 
the agricultural sector in which, he pointed out, Bulgaria has acquired in- 
teresting experience from which Tunisia can benefit. 


The Bulgarian minister of foreign affairs also stated that his country is 
determined to diversify imports of Tunisian products. 
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TUNISIA 


ESSEBSI SPEAKS AT DINNER FOR MLADENOV 
PM271917 Tunis L‘ACTION in French 19 Feb 83 p 7 


[Unattributed report on speech delivered by Tunisian Foreign Minister Beji 
Caid Essebsi at 17 February Tunis dinner in honor of visiting Bulgarian 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Petur Mladenov] 


[Text] A broadly satisfactory record for Tunisian-Bulgarian cooperation 

and the Tunisian Government's constant concern with the development of inter- 
national problems, especially our region's problems, were the two main ideas 
expounded by Mr Beji Caid Essebsi in the toast he proposed on Thursday 
evening during the dinner given in honor of his Bulgarian counterpart, 

Petur Mladenov, 


The foreign minister described the situation in the Middle East as explos- 
ive, “The attitude of arrogance and systematic defiance, the colonization 

policy relentlessly pursued in the territories occupied by Israel and the 

continued occupation of Lebanon by the Israeli Army are all elements which 
block the path to peace in this region," he pointed out. 


Mr Beji Caid Essebsi also stated that the peace plan adopted in Fes "illus- 
trates the Arah leaders' determination to find a just and lasting solution 


to the conflict.... 


"Israel totally rejects this peace initiative and the international commun- 
ity's efforts to find a just settlement to the Palestinian problem, and is 
continuing to pursue its hegemonist dream of greater Israel. 


At the level of the Third World and East-West relations the foreign minister 
stated that “Tunisia pursues a nonaligned policy which is seen as action to 
safeguard peace and security in the world and to respect equality among states 
and the sovereignty, their decision-making freedom and the principle of non- 
interference in their internal affairs." 


With regard to the international economic situation, Mr Beji Caid Essebsi 
stressed that Tunisia's action is on two levels: the promotion and develop- 
ment of horizontal or South-South cooperation among all the Third World 
countries on the one hand and the resumption of North-South dialogue in the 
UN framework on the other. 
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With regard to Tunisian-Bulgarian relations Mr Beji Caid Essebsi expressed 
satisfaction at their positive record. "Both at the level of technical co- 
operation in the medical sphere and that of the infrastructure and equipment 
achieved by the Bulgarian engineers the results have lived up to our 
hopes," he stressed. 


And Mr Beji Caid Essebsi added: "Everything prompts us to combine our ef- 
forts to promote increasingly broad cooperation. The projects we have dis- 
cussed and the matters which will be submitted to the next joint commission 
meeting and the broad prospects opened up for strengthening our bilateral 
relations are all reasons for optimism about the future of our cooperation, 
which we would like to be increasingly diversified." 
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TUNISIA 


BULGARIA'S MLADENOV SPEAKS AT TUNIS DINNER 
PM271921 Tunis L'ACTION in French 19 Feb 83 p 7 


[Unattributed report on speech delivered by Bulgarian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Petur Mladenov at 17 February Tunis dinner given in his honor] 


[Text] “Bulgaria's viewpoint on the principles governing a settlement to 

the Near East problem largely coincides with the Fes plan. Bulgaria strongly 
Supports the idea of making the Mediterranean a zone of peace and security by 
withdrawing from this region ships carrying nuclear weapons and refusing to 
deploy such weapons on the nonnuclear Mediterranean states’ territories," 
Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Petur Mladenov said in particular in 
the toast he proposed on Thursday evening during the dinner given in his 
honor by Minister of Foreign Affairs Beji Caid Essebsi. 


The Bulgarian minister of foreign affairs admitted that the general politi- 
cal situation in the world is very disturbing and even very dangerous. 
"Despite the peoples' will, aspirations and struggle, despite their effort 

to overcome the crisis in relations at world level," he pointed out, "inter- 
national tension is still acute. This is the result of the policy pursued by 
well-known extremist forces which are trying to impose a new stage in the 
arms race and to violate the existing strategic parity, thus creating a real 
threat of nuclear catastrophe. The fundamental task--which is to save the 
world and the peoples--can only be accomplished by means of negotiations 
based on the principles of parity and equal security without preconditions." 


With regard to the Middle East question the Bulgarian minister of foreign 
affairs said in particular: "We insist on Israel's immediate and total with- 
drawal from the Arab territories occupied in 1967 and after that date and on 
recognition of the Palestinian Arab people's legitimate rights, including 
their right to self-determination and the creation of their own independent 


state. 


"These conditions should be fulfilled and the right of all states in the re- 
gion to secure an independent existence should be guaranteed." 


At bilateral level, Mr Petur Mladenov expressed the view that "the results 
achieved are undoubtedly good. 




















"However, I would like to add that they should serve as a sound basis and 
foundation for strengthening and extending cooperation in the different 


spheres, especially in the economic sphere. 


"In our view there are some possibilities in this sphere too which have not 
been exploited and which should be studied and implemented." 
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TUNISIA 


"SANA' REPORTS TUNISIAN COMMUNIST OFFICIAL'S STATEMENT 
JN272110 Damascus SANA in Arabic 1845 GMT 27 Feb 83 


[Text] Tripoli, 27 Feb (SANA)--Salah al-Hajji, member of the Political De- 
partment of the Tunisian Communist Party, has affirmed that Syria represents 
the nucleus of the Arab position confronting the imperialist U.S.-Zionist- 
reactionary designs in the Arab region. 


In a statement to the SANA correspondent in Tripoli, Libya, Al-Hajji con- 
demned attempts to cast doubts and poison the clear, sound Syrian stand 
on the Arab struggle issues, particularly the Palestinian issue. He said 
that casting doubt on Syria means casting dbout on the noble stand which 
Syria and her friends, foremost among them the USSR and socialist bloc 
countries, represent. 


He affirmed his party's support for Syria, the Palestinian revolution and 
the Lehanese nationalist forces which are confronting the hostile designs 
against the Arab region. He reaffirmed his party's condemnation and denun- 
ciation of the U.S.-Zionist aggression against and hostility toward the Arab 
nation and its liberation and progressive forces. 


Al-Hajji denounced the Camp David accords, affirming that any attempt to es- 
tablish peace with Israel through any Arab party at the expense of the PLO 

is an attempt to liquidate the Palestinian issue. He stressed the need to 
preserve the unity of the Palestinian revolution and its independent decision 
to ensure that it avoids making mistakes and pitfalls and being dragged into 
league with reactionary stands. He pointed out that the Arab liberation 
movement must base its moves on common denominators which guarantee its 
progress and develop its struggle in service of our liberation objectives. 


Concluding his statement, Al-Hajji called, on behalf of the Tunisian Communist 
Party, for a firm position against Imperialism and Zionism and for strength- 
ening Tunisian relations with the Arab homeland based on actual support for 
and binding solidarity with the Palestinian people and all the fraternal Arab 
countries which are confronting the imperialist-Zionist enemy. 
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TUNISIA 


BRIEFS 


ASSEMBLY PRESIDENT MEETS MLADENOV--National Assembly President Mahmoud Messadi 
received Bulgarian Minister of Foreign Affairs Petur Mladenov in Bardo 
Palace yesterday morning in the presence of several deputies and the two 
countries’ ambassadors. The Bulgarian minister said he was touched by the 
weicome given to him by the National Assembly president. In addition he 
specified that the talks related to parliamentary relations between the two 
countries and to the preponderant role which parliaments can play in the 
contemporary world. The Bulgarian minister said, in conclusion, that legis- 
lative assemblies can make an effective contribution to rapproachement among 
peoples and to safeguarding world peace. [Text] [Unattributed report: ‘Mr 
Mahmoud Messaadi Receives Mr Petur Mladenov"] [PM271901 Tunis L'ACTION in 
French 19 Feb 83 p 4] 
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BAHRAIN 


BAHRATNI MINISTER URGES GREATER ARAB MEDIA ROLE 
GF261405 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0610 GMT 26 Feb 83 


[Text] Ad-Dammam, 26 Feb (WAKH)--Tariq ‘Abd ar-Rabman al-Mu'ayyad, Bahraini 
information minister, has stressed that there has been a radical change in 
the Gulf internal information media since the establishment of the GCC, 

in that all Gulf information media organs have started to address the re- 
gion's peoples ir a unified way equal to the accomplishments that have been 


achieved since the GCC, 


In a statement published in today's issue of the newspaper AL-YAWM, Al- 
Mu'ayyad said the Arab Gulf countries are always trying to unify their word 
and employ the external information media to serve the fateful causes, noting 
that coordination in external information media existed before the GCC and 
has not undergone any change. ‘However, we are now more determined and we 
speak as a unified group in front of the world." 


Al-Mu'ayyad threw the blame on some Arab information media. ''Sometimes they 
harm the Arab causes through their disintegration and exchange of insults," 
he said. "Enormous information media energies are being wasted because they 


are not properly guided," he added. 


f1-Mu'ayyad said: "We are in need of more information media activities. Al- 
though our causes are just, we are unable to defend them in a way that might 
convince the Western world of the fairness of these issues." "External in- 


formation media are a science, study and have enormous potential. We must 
exploit the existing information media organs well," he said. 


Al-My'ayyad called for an open-door policy toward information institutions 
of world news agencies and press and for inviting them to learn the nature 


of things in this region. "We cannot accuse Western incormation media of 
being prejudiced against us if we do not acquaint them with the truth in our 
region."’ He said: "We do not have anything to conceal; rather, we have what 


is worthy of our pride. Thanks to its people and to the support and guidance 
of its leaders, this region has achieved in a record time what others could 


not achieve in hundreds of years," he added. 


The Bahraini information minister lauded the level of information coordin- 
ation between Bahrain and Saudi Arabia. "We hope that we will be able to 
"maintain this level of information cooperation we have reached," he said. 
He also praised the Saudi press for its great progress, whose main feature 
is that all its journalists are Saudi nationals. 
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BAHRAIN 


BAHRAINI OFFICIAL ON 1983 BUDGET 
GF251200 Manama WAKH in Arabic 0820 GMT 25 Feb 83 


[Text] Manama, 25 Feb (WAKH)--Bahraini Ministry of Finance and National 
Economy Undersecretary ‘Isa Burashid said that the Bahranic government has 
decided to increase the sums allocated for public expenditure in 1983 to 
500 million Bahraini dinars compared with 460 million Bahraini dinars in 
1983 so that projects to provide services for citizens will not be affected. 


In a statement to the Bahraini paper AKHBAR AL-KHALIJ published today 
Burashid asserted that there will not be a deficit in the state budget and 
that revenues will total 500 million dinars, a sum equivalent to that re- 
quired for expenditure. 


Burashid predicted that in 1983 Bahrain will have a balanced budget and a 
bigger one than in 1982. He said: "There will be no surplus this year. 
Expenditure will equal revenues." 


Burashid explained that the Bahraini government has drawn up a plan to ar- 
range new resources for the state by participating in foreign projects, in- 
creasing the participation of public companies which make great profits in 
the state budget, reducing government expenses, limiting increases in annual 
allocations and increasing local tariffs. 


Burashid said that it has been decided to extend the government's program 

from 4 to 6 years. He noted: "This is due to [the] fact that the executive 
apparatus are not qualified. A sum of 330 million dinars was allocated for 
spending on the program's projects in 1982 and only 175 million dinars were 


spent." 


In his statement Burashid said he is optimistic about Bahrain's future. He 
declared: "The country's economic growth will increase at a satisfactory 
rate in 1983 and in the coming years." He said that Bahrain achieved its 
economic objectives in the past years. The gross national product increased 
by 9 percent in 1981 and the contribution of the industrial sector increased 
to 20.6 percent and the contribution of banks increased to 11.6 percent and 
the average individual income has risen to $9,000. 


CSO: 4400/217 


63 











BAHRAIN 


BRIEFS 


BAHRAIN MONETARY MEASURES--The Bahrain Monetary Agency has undertaken a nunm- 
ber of measures to ensure firm control of banks and of the money market in 
light of the current unstable conditions the international money markets are 
undergoing. An official source at the Bahrain Monetary Agency told 

Akhbar AL-KHALIJ today these measures include asking the authorized 

banks and institutions to have their accounts report include figures on 
budget, gains, losses and loans. [Text] [GF271930 Manama WAKH in Arabic 


0715 GMT 27 Feb 83] 
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ISRAEL 


MAPAM ON PLO DETAILED 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 7 Jan 83 p 26 
[Article by Moshe Miezels: "Mapam on the PLO"] 


(Text] In the amended peace plan that will be presented in the next few days in 
the Mapam Council, a few "No's" which were included in the Mapam peace plan in 
1967 and that were approved since then in their broad outlines in the Mapam 
Platform to the Knesset elections will be repealed. 


Events of the past year--the Lebanon war, the freeze in the peace process with 
Egypt, the Reagan Plan and the reaction of Jordan and the Palestinians--including 
the PLO--to this plan--brought the Mapam leadership to the realization that it 

ls necessary to update its peace plan in order to peve the way for a compre- 
hensive peace in the area. 


Four Mapam secretaries (M.K. Victor Shemtov, Chaika Grossman, Dr. Gadi Yatziv 
and Benjamin Yinor) drafted the amended peace plan and Mapam's previous 
secretary-general, Meir Talmi, prepared background material for discussion 
among Mapam affiliates. "One starting point was that the deadlock in the 
peace process as a result of the Lebanon war will result in another war," 
Mapam secretary-general Victory Shemtov told me. "The war heightened the 
consciousness and the need for a solution to the Palestinian problem. There 
are serious manifestations in the Arab world of a search for a political 
solution. The region is ready for the continuation of the peace process. The 
inclusion of Jordan in that process is an essential condition for the con- 
tinuation of the negotiations. Our opinion is that Jordan will not be able 

to join the negotiating table without the PLO's approval and without the par- 
ticipation of Palestinian representatives. In our new, amended peace plan, we 
are making an effort to make it easier for Jordan and the Palestinians to join 


the negotiations. 


The first No--In Mapam's platform for the last Knesset election, it states: 
Mapam is for a political solution based om the existence of two independent 

and sovereign states: One, Israel, and » other a Jordanian-Palestinian 

state which will include in addition to ordan--also almost all the area of the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip. One should not condition a solution based on 

the establishment of a third state between Israel and Jordan. Along with it: 
Israel has to respect the democratic decisions of the Palestinians and Jor- 
danians in everything concerning the sovereignty and independence of the 
Palestinians and Jordanians beyond its borders, as iong as all the agreements, 
articles and security arrangements included in it continue to exist." 














In the amended peace plan there 1S no more "No" in regard to a solu 
on the establishment of a third state between Israel and Jordan. It is said 
ln it: "“Mapam will struggle for a solution based on two independent and 
sovereign states, one Israel, the a Jordanian Palestinain state. With tl 
coming of peace, Israel could not determine the political life arrangements of 
the Jordanians and the Palestinians and will respect their democratic decisions 
in everything concerning the sovereignty and independence of Palestinians and 
Jordanians beyond its borders as long as the agreements, articles and security 
arrangements which will be determined in the peace treaty be observed. 
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Mapam's secretary-general Victor Shemtov explains: "There is certainly 
innovation here. In the amended peace plan we express our opinion for 
recognition of the right of Palestinian seif determination in a Jordanian- 
Palestinian framework and for negotiations without preconditions, in which each 
Side could come forth with its proposals. Along with it we decided that if we 
reach a peace agreement, we Shall respect the democratic decision of the 
Palestinians and we will not intervene in determining their sovereignty as 

long as the necessary security arrangements will be assured." 


Mapam's secretary, Benjamin Yisor noted: "Our opinion is that a Palestinian- 
Jordanian solution is preferable but after reaching a peace agreement and 
security arrangements, we can not dictate to them how to conduct their affairs; 
if they will decide to establish a third state,this is their business." 


Mapam's secretary, Dr Gadi Yatziv, maintains: "In the amended peace plan we 
plead for the right of self determination for the two nations. We contir.ue to 
Support two states, but this time there is no negative attitude toward the 
possibility of a solution including a third state. After peace is achieved 
the Jordanians and Palestinians have the right to determine their fate and we 
have no fear of the possibility of a third state." 


Mapam's secretary, Chaika Grossman, explains that Jewish morality and political 
reality dictate the need to leave the Palestinians the option to realize their 
legitimate right of self determination, including their own political 
sovereignty and this on the condition that it will not come at the expense of 
Israel's basic right to peace, security and sovereignty. 


The second "No" relates to preventing the PLO from being a possible partner to 
the negotiations under certain conditions. In Mapam's platform for the Knesset 
elections, it was stated in the spirit of the Shemtov-Yariv formula that, 
"Tsrael should be ready to negotiate with every Palestinian faction which will 
recognize the state of Israel and United Nations resolutions 242 and will 
oppose terrorist activities. The meaning of these conditions is that they take 
exception to the Palestinian covenant which strives to abolish Israel." 


In the amended peace plan it is stated that, "Israel should be ready to nego- 
tiate with every Palestinian representative which will recognize the state of 
Israel, support peace, denounce terror and recognize Israel's right to secure 
and recognized borders in accordance with U.N. resolution 242. The meaning of 
these conditions is denunciation of sections of the PLO's covenant which strives 
to destroy the state of Israel." 














Benjamin Yisor explains, "In our amended plan, there 1S no negation of the PLO 
in the representational or leadership sense. The minute tnat the PLO will 
ready to enter negotiations according to the conditions that we cetermine 
will not dictate who will be the representative on the other side. Along with 
it, we denounce the PLO'S covenant which is still in existence." 


Cheika Grossman argues that, "Important changes have taken place within the 
PLO. Each meaningful change to recoqnize Israel and readiness to conduct 

peace negotiations should not be seen as a calamity for Israel. The Shemtov- 
Yariv formula was based on expectations of these changes and not the opposite." 


Those who formulated the amended peace plan in Mapam admit that abolition of 
the "Nos" in the plan contradicts the Labor Party's position toward these 
questions, which strongly negates the possibility of establishing a thira 
State, the right of self determination for the Palestinian people and nego- 
tiations with the PLO, 


Victor Shemtov explains, "First of all we should approve the amended peace 

plan. In the meantime we are obliged to observe the joint Labor Party platform. 
With regard to the next election, when the Labor Party platform will be drafted, 
we will present our platform and then it will be the Labor Party's problem. 

Dr. Gadi Yatziv maintains that the problem will be to bridge the gap between 
positions and not between parties, The new Mapam proposals are supported by 
factions in the Labor Party. This time we state things much more clearly and 
unequivocally than in the previous platform and we think they are justified as 
a result of the changes that have taken place and the new reality which has 

been created." And Benjamin Yisor notes that also in the Lobor Party, there 
have been changes. Peres once adhered to functional compromise and moved to 

a territorial compromise; in the new Mapam proposals opening points for nego- 
tiations are discussed “and not closing points. There are no fundamental con- 
tradictions between the platforms of Mapam and the Labor Party, there 1s only 

a difference concerning approaches. 

The amended peace plan also deals, among other things, with events that took 
place since the drafting of the platform for the last Knesset elections. It 
details Mapam's positions toward the war in Lebanon and maintains that IDF 

waS assigned to protect citizens of the country and that the attempt to use it 
to impose political arrangements on our neighbors 1s destined for failure. It 
demands that the Golan annexation be rescinded and settlements in Judea, 
Samaria and the Gaza Strip be halted. And another meaningful innovation in 
the new plan: While the platform for the last elections Supports the imple- 
mentation of the autonomy plan according to the Camp David agreement, the 
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amended peace plan emphasizes that the autonomy plan does not constitute a 
compromise solution but a compromise postponing the solution for 3 to 5 years 
from the date that autonomy takes effect and if the othe er slanatories to the 


Camp David agreement will agree to it, Israel should prefer an alternative 


plan instead of the autonomy arrangement. 














It could be expected that the amended peace plan will not be accep 
special council as Moses Torah from Sinal. There will be sharp cevates, 


reservations, and additional proposals will be heard. There will be ¢t 
who will] be completely opposed to the possibility of establishing a thir 
State and there will be leftists who will view the PLO as the sole represen- 


tative of the Palestinians in the negotiations. Also, the two veteran Mapan 
leaders, Meir Yairl and Yakov Chazan, have thoughts and reservations about 


the proposed plan. Yairi 1s vehemently opposed to any possibility of nego- 
tiations with the PLO and Chazan demands a relationship with the settlement 
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in Judea and Samaria which he believes have become a fact which cha 
picture; it is not possible that a Jewish settlement will remain un 
sovereignty. 
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Knesset member Eliezer Granot is one of the dissenters who demands more 
Clarification of the effect of the right of self determination and the advance 


ment of the possibilities for each side to open negotiations with its own plan. 
In his opinion, all topics are negotiable, and there is no need for Mapam to 
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conduct an unnecessary internal debate about defining topics. Why shoulc 
enter a situation where Yossi hits Yossi?" asks M.K. Granot. "It 1s clear 
that my interest is that a third Palestinian state not be established, but 
the other side could present in its plan such a demand and it will vce open to 
negotiations between us.” 
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AGUDAT ISRAEL POWER STRUGGLE 
Tel Aviv YEDI'OT AHARONOT in Hebrew 7 Jan 83 Weekend Supplement p 5 
(Article by Bina Barzel: "Agudat Israel Power Struggle"! 


[Text] Chanania Shief, the treasurer of the Rabdi of Gur, went one evening this 
week to Rabbi Eliezer Shach's house in Bnei Brak. Shief was sent to persuade 
Rabbi Shach to remove his opposition to the convening of the "Conference on 
Prevention of Assimilation," which will take place on the coming Sunday in 
Jerusalem. "The Rabbi says," Shief told Rabbi Shach that "the conference will 


hasten the coming of the Messiah.” 


Rabbi Shach asked in ridicule, "Will hasten?" "The Lubavitcher followers 
Claim that he is already with us." An implied denunciation of the Lubavitcher 
adherents was contained in these words, for they who are partners in the 
convening of the conference regard their Lubavitcher as a kind of Messiah. 


Rabbi Shach's refusal to abandon his opposition to the helping of the conference 
Still remains in effect. He even announced that if Agudat Israel Knesset 
members will participate in the conference, he will withdraw from the "Great 


Torah Council.” 


The support of the Rabbi of Gur (he also is a member of the "Great Torah 
Council") is still in effect. If no compromise is found, there will be a power 
Struggle in the Aguda on Sunday, whose results will affect the status of the 

4 Knesset members, the power relationship within the "Great Torah Council," 

the integrity of the "Aguda," and perhaps thn future of the coalition. 


The aim of the conference, which will be held in the Hall of the Nations in 
Jerusalem, is to pressure the government to act for a change in the law of "Who 


ls a Jew?" 


Rabbi Shach's people say, "This is not an Aguda conference, one can not 
initiate such an act and attribute it to the Aguda, the Lubavitcher followers 
are behind this initiative and only they obstruct sincere efforts to pass the 
law in a parliamentary fashion. If we will organize a public assembly, the 
Reform people will organize larger assemblies Furthermore, why should we 
give the Lubavitcher movement which was always an enemy of the "Aguda," an 
opportunity to drive a wedge between us?" 
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The organizers of the conference--many of them are Rabbi of Gur people--claim 
that Rabbi Shach's opposition is based on two main points. The first: he 
estimates that amending the "Who is a Jew" law will not close the loopho 
the subject of conversions. The second: The fear of his people, that an 
overly aggressive struggle concerning the "Who is a Jew" law could, in tt 
Dring about the withdrawal of Agudat-Israel from the coalition and with it the 
loss of huge sums of money which flow to it from the Treasury. 





"Who 1s the true ‘'boss' in the Aguda--the Torah greats or the Knesset memper 
representatives, will be determined in this conference..." reported one of 
the conference organizers. 


A inonth and a half ago the coalition rejected the initiative by Knesset member 
Shmuel Alpert, to amend the law of "Who is a Jew." As is well remembered, 
Alpert planned to present a "parliamentary trap" while taking advantage of the 
fact that many of the bill's opponents were on a parliamentary visit to Brazil 
at the time. One of the reasons for the failure of his initiative was the 
appeal by Deputy Premier to do everything possible to prevent the bill's 
amendment. It became apparent that the chances that "Who is a Jew" law would 
be amended in the present Knesset are very slim--despite assurances given by 
Begin to the Aguda people (an asSurance manifested in the coalition agreement) 


to use his personal influence to pass the amendment in the Knesset. 


Since the failure of M.K. Alpert's initiative, there were two additional 
developments that have aroused segments in the religious community to renew 
their pressures to amend the "Who is a Jew" law: publications to the effect 
that the number of Jews in the world is dwindling because of assimilation, ana 
the struggle of the Reform movement to allow their rabbis to perform marriages 


in Israel. 


The Lubavitcher people for years have been atthe forefront of the struggle for 
conversion according to the Halacha (conversion according to Orthodoxy). One 
of them said this week, "The Aguda's representatives must bring the subject to 
a head." It is possible that Begin will prefer his government to fall as a 
result of a coalition crisis with religious overtones and not because of the 
findings of the Investigation Commission. In such a case, he could establish 
another government and promise explicitly that the "Who is a Jew" law will be 


amended.” 


Shach and his representatives in the Knesset reject that position. "The 
Lubavitcher custom of capturing laws doesn't appeal to me," M.K. Shlomo Lorenz 
Said this week. The involvement of the Lubavitcher people in the conference 
Strengthens Rabbi Shach and his loyalists in their opposition to the holding of 
the conference. The Rabbi of Gur is considered to be a friend of the Lubavitcher 
Rabbi. On the other hand, relations between Rabbi Shach and the Lubavitcher 
Rabbi are far from cordial. Rabbi Shach's followers accuse the Gur rabbis of 
always being haters of the Aguda. In recent years a political dispute was 
also added to this historical rivalry--for example, the question of the West 


Bank. 
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ISRAEL 


LESSONS DRAWN FROM WAR IN LEBANON 
Tel Aviv MA'ARIV in Hebrew 7 Jan 83 p 18 
[Article by Ya'akov Erez: 'Lebanon's Lessons"] 


[Text] With the unfolding of 1983 the IDF activities focus on a few central 
subjects derived from the war in Lebanon. Along with the current security 
activity in Lebanon, as an aftermath of the war, life returned to normal 

in IDF headquarters, in the General Staff, its various departments, and the 


various forces. 


The main effort is devoted to applying the lessons that have been learned, 
to assimilate them in training, to survey new structures, and to enlarge the 
budget for developing and producing weapons, whose efficiency has been 
proven and whose absence was felt during the war. 


Along with hastened military activities and the return of combat fitness, 
the deliberations of the investigating commission and the wait for its 
findings are oppressive to the IDF. One cannot overlook the fact that the 
military "top brass" is tensely and stressfully awaiting the findings: The 
committee's findings could influence not only those people who are connected 
with the investigation but also the future image of the high command. 


The individual who presently symbolizes both the activities and the distress 
at the operations echelon is the person who was referred to at the time as 
"the commander of the IDF forces in Beirut," the junior member of the 
General Staff, Brigadier General Amos Yaron, who is waiting, like the others 
who received warning letters from the investigating commission, for its 
findings while continuing to be responsible for the extensive activities of 
the infantry and the paratroops. The infantry corps again proved its great 
capability during the war in Lebanon and again gained the title of "Queen 


of the Battle." 


Infantry corps and paratroop units participated in all aspects of the war, 
which began on June 6th, and in all the area strategy. The regular paratroops 
and Golani fighters, together with the reservists, proved, on the whole, to 
have high combat capability and the weapons that were put at their disposal 
were efficient. At the time Brigadier General Yaron said that the highest 
compliment paid the infantry forces was when the area commands requested 














that more and more infantry be sent to them, so that with their help they 
could overcome the Syrian commandos. The weapons put at the fighters' 
disposal, such as the land, air and sea transports, turned the infantry 
units into flexible units that be activated in various combined ways. 


The infantry corps derived all the basic lessons from the war relating to 
activating forces, the standard personnel and equipment at their disposal. 
On the whole these lessons are positive and indicate that the efforts 
invested during the past few years were fruitful. 


External factors revealed lately that the IDF is trying hard to activate 

the American troop carrier M-113, the armored troop vehicle called "Zelda", 
which, although proving its capability as a superb carrier, was found again 
to be a vulnerable transport unable to provide cover from fire. In this area 
a great deal of thought is being invested to overcome the revealed problems 


and to find a substitute for them. 


Along with it, some negative phenomena involving infantry personnel in 1982 
were also revealed. There were those who could maneuver effectively during 
battles in urban areas and open areas, but it became apparent that the 
capacity to resist was not sufficient in a war of attrition which lasts a 
long time. It is possible that this "defect" stems from a war which has 

no national consensus and not from daily pressures on the firing line. 
Therefore, senior officers in the IDF say that the most importa t lesson of 
the war in Lebanon is that one should not go to war without a national 


consensus. 


But, as already stated, throughout all the stages of the war in Lebanon, the 
infantry units, and mainly the elite infantry units, displayed a high level 
of fighting ability. The individual who was in charge of the professionalism 
of the infantry corps and the paratroops and also commanded the group which 
moved along the beach axis and was involved in an extended efforts involving 
months at the front lines of Beirut is an officer who was unknown to the 
public until the Sabra and Shatilla massacre--Brigadier General Amos Yaron. 


Amos Yaron represented in the IDF a generation of anonymous and professional 
soldiers, fighters who began their career in attack units and continued in 
these forces throughout their service. Amos Yaron was born forty-four years 
ago in Holon, the son of a working class family. He was educated in the 
Labor movement school, was a member of "working youth" movement when he 
enlisted in the IDF and volunteered for the Nahal (pioneering combatant 
youth) paratroops. From there he was sent to a course for platoon commanders 
finished an officers course and served in a series of command posts with 

the paratroops. Later he was appointed as the commander of the "Nahal" 
paratroops, where he had begun his military service. 


The first war for Amos Yaron was in June, 1967, in Jerusalem. He was the 
operations branch officer of the reserves paratroop unit which Motta Gur 


commanded. When he was once asked what the war in Jerusalem was about as 


far as he was concerned, he answered: "This was a war for the homeland, 


a war that was concerned with what was close to you, close from the 
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standpoint of the value of Jerusalem." The battle for Jerusalem was engraved 
as a special experience in the heart of each of the commanders who took 

part in it. "For me, when we reached the Mount of Olives, and we saw 
Jerusalem from the East, it moved me, later, when we ran looking for the 
Western Wall and stopped at its feet, I felt a twinge in my heart.’ 
Many years later, during the prolonged stay in Beirut, Amos Yaron, the 
commander of the IDF forces in Beirut, was asked to describe the battle for 
Jerusalem so that common paralleis could be drawn with the battle which might 
occur in the western part of the city. He then said: "Fighting in a 
built-up area is complicated fighting. The defender has many capabilities 
for causing trouble for the attacker. I remember it from Jerusalem. Also, 
the civilian factors which enters the fighting is a hindrance, it hinders 

a lot, since we as Jewish and Israeli soldiers are not free to do everything 
we are asked to do in battle because of the presence of civilians in the 
area. At times it is necessary to stop the fire to prevent harm to 

civilians and also the property in the area has meaning. This is my lesson 
from the Six Days War." This lesson of Amos Yaron was manifested in 
instructions before the war also, during the period when he served as the 
commander of the paratroop unit and commanded raids which took place inside 
Lebanon. He carried out this lesson all the time during the fighting in 


Beirut. 


After the Six Day War, he graduated from the Command Staff College. During 
the war of attrition, he commanded the "Nahal" paratroops, later was deputy 
commander of the paratroop brigade, took part in raids into Lebanon, and in 
1973 he went to study in the U.S. He was at the American Marine Command & 
Staff College when the Yom Kippur War broke out, and returned to Israel to 
become the deputy commander of the paratroop brigade during the war. When 

the war ended he returned to his studies in the U.S. However, he very much 
desired to return home, and he did so. He established a reservist paratrooper 
brigade, was appointed to command a regular paratroop brigade, and after he 
completed this duty, he became a group commander and a student at the 

National Defense College. Already, before he completed his studies, he was 
appointed to be the chief of the Operations Department in the IDF. There 
are those who refer to this department as "the heartbeat of the army." There 
one can study from above how the system works, and can have an influence on 
sensitive and important areas. All the subjects which the army deals with 
are connected in one way or another with operations and the veteran and 
experienced paratroop officer enthusiastically fulfilled this task. He 
operated under the command of the now deceased deputy chief of stafi, 
Yekutiel Adam and Chief of Staff Rafael Eitan. The period of his work in 
the General Staff is remembered as a period when the Operations Department 
enjoyed the full trust of the Chief of Staff and his deputy. However, 

as someone who grew in the paratroops, Yaron wanted to return to the corps, 


as the highest in command--Chief Infantry and Paratroops Officer--and indeed 
he was appointed to that position. There he could have an influence on 
subjects with which he had experience when he was in a junior position. As 


Chief Infantry & Paratroop Officer, he wanted to use all his experience in 
the various command posts with the paratroops. There are not too many 


officers in the army who are able to utilize all the experience they had in 
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all the command positions in the corps in which they began their military 
careers. Amos Yaron did it in his own way, by seriously investing a lot 

of hard work, far trom the limelight, while concentrating on essentials, 
while often serving twice in the same position, but Amos Yaron was not in 

a hurry. It is hard to consider him a "star" but the nature of stars is that 
they shine and then the radiance dies down. His work in the army is 
characterized by thoroughness. 


Amos Yaron, like his predecessors, wanted to have an influence also in 
other areas and mainly in cultivating the image of the IDF officer. He 
wanted the good officers to become career officers, he persuaded them in 
the quiet, peaceful manner typical of him. In his conversations he 
emphasized the contributions the young officer could make by serving the 
country. 


Amos Yaron, like other senior IDF officers, knew months before June 6th that 
the war against the terrorists was unavoidable. For that reason, his 
activities as Chief Paratroop Officer were concentrated on preparations. 


As far as he was concerned, as for many others, the cease-fire with the 
terrorists was a temporary episode which would pass. He had the feeling 
that there would not be an alternative but to hit the terrorists in such 
away that their activities would be seriously damaged, and there would 
not be more harrassments in the North. For that reason IDF officers 
visited Junia and Beirut long before the war. There they met with the 
Phalangist leadership and got to know them. These young people appeared 
to them as a "group of idealists,'’ educated persons: physicians, engineers, 
graduates of Lebanese and foreign universities, who left their professions 
to volunteer for an aim and purpose. The meeting in Beirut before the 

war reminded the IDF people of divided Jerusalem. However, in Beirut the 
contrasts were much sharper. On the one hand, the large city continued to 
live its life of economic propserity and on the other hand, a group of 
young Lebanese devoted themselves to the war. The IDF officers had no 
doubts that the Christians’ aim was just and their purpose was to create a 
new reality in which they could exist. This impression was spoiled during 
the latter stages of the war, when cooperation became closer and there was 
daily contact between the IDF and the Christians. Then it became apparent 
that there was a vast difference between the way the Christians behaved 


compared to the IDF fighters. 


In meetings with Amos Yaron during the fighting in Beirut, one could not 
but be impressed with his reservations toward the nature of the Christian's 
activities. Like Yaron, other commanders guided their fighters in 
appropriate and humane behavior all the time. When heavy fire was directed 
on West Beirut during the seige and civilians were wounded, the commanders 
in the area continued to preserve the humane and sensitive image of the 
Israeli soldier. 


The manner in which the fighting was conducted in Beirut and the fact that 
in the end the IDF did not storm the city before the terrorists left it, 
gained the support of the highest echelons in the IDF. "This way of 











fizhting,'’ said Amos Yaron in an interview after he left Beirut, "caused 


the terrorists to leave without a battle." 


During the months of combat, on the road to the city and at the front lines 
inside the city, Amos Yaron was conspicuous in his coolness, in his 
responsibility and in his adherence to the objectives which had been 
dictated to him. "We should do as much as possible to achieve the objective 
and ensure that the number of injured will be minimized," he told his 
subordinates. As a group commander, who moved to Beirut via the Beach 

Road, one could meet him attached to the advancing forces. His command 
group moved with the fighting forces and did not stay in the rear since he 
wanted to influence the battle through is impressions of its course. His 
subordinates also conducted themselves the same way: Since when the 
commander is at the center of developments he is aware of what is happening 
and influences developments. This and more: since the war in Lebanon was 
complicated, it was necessary to influence the soliders through personal 
example; when the commanders are with them in their positions and visit with 
them in the most sensitive and dangerous place. This is what Yaron did, 
like his colleagues and commanders. 


Amos Yaron's subordinates who were with him in the war were impressed by 

his coolness, by the great responsibility which he demonstrated, and not less 
from his ability to work. "Amos does not get pressured, raise his voice, 

and has an ahility to work without stopping," they said. His quiet manner 
calmed many in dificult situations. 


The difficult moment for "the commander of the IDF forces in Beirut", Amos 
Yaron, was during the fighting in Buarj el Barajama, when many fighters of 
the Golani Brigade and members of the armored brigade, "Barak" were killed. 
"It was difficult, the most difficult day I had," he said a few days later 
when he stayed at a forward observation post. 


Amos Yaron is reminiscent oi: Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Rafael Eitan 
in his behavior and the way he expresses himself. Although he does not 

come from an agricultural settlement and he is not a farmer, his articulation 
and his succinct way of expressing himself reminds of "Raful." "Raful" 

is also the commander admired by Yaron, this was the impression one got from 
conversation with him during the months of fighting in Beirut. For many 
years he served in the paratroops under Rafael Eitan's command. He was with 
him in difficult situations and learned to appreciate his leadership 
qualities. Amos Yaron is considered in the ID¥ as "gray" commander who 
sticks to his daily work, concentrates on his area of responsibility and 
tries to get the best out of his subordinates in a quiet and peaceful way. 
This is how he lead in quiet times and during wars. 


Amos Yaron was very close to the now-deceased Colonel Uzi Yairi. He served 
in the paratroops under his command. For a long period, he served as his 
deputy. He learned to admire Uzi's qualities, his extreme honesty and his 
great sense of responsibility. He wanted to learn from an outstanding 
commander, who was very much concerned with the lives of his subordinates 
who were dear to him and whose sense of responsibility toward them was 
extreme during the Yom Kippur War. That is why, in his bureau, only one 
picture hung: a portrait of Uzi Yairi. 
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ISRAEL 


CONSTRUCTION INTERESTS IN WEST BANK PROBED 


Tel Aviv HA'ARETZ in Hebrew 19, 21, 22 Dec 82 
(Serialized article (first part unavailable) by Eliezer Levine: ''B. Construc- 
[Serialized t I 

tion Interests in West Bank Probed"] 


(19 Dec 82 pp 7, 10! 


[Text] Shmuel Einav is the biggest land trader in Judea and Samaria. Since 
the Six Day War he bought more than 10,000 dunams- and profitably sold al- 
most all the land to the Israel] Land Authority and or private firms. Today 
he has only 500 dunams left but his hand is still "outstretched." Every 
week he leaves in his Volvo automobile armed with a gun to examine new 
proposals, 

Einav, a mative of Hadera, in the past was one of the commanders of the "Exodus" 
ship and the owner of the Inkoda meat packing plant in Ethiopia. Later he 
established a meat importing firm-with his brother Azriel and the commander 
of the "Exodus," Yossi Harel, After the Six Day War he established a rabbit 
ranch in Samaria and he then discovered the potential of land trading. 


It was not possible to meet with Einav to get information about his activities, 
[ was told that among other things two years ago he bought all the land of 
Ariel-which is often referred to as "the capitol of Hebrew Samaria". He 
purchased 3,000 dunams for less than $1,000 per dunam and sold all the land 

to the Israel Land Authority for modest 10 percent profit-that is $300,000, 

At the same time he bought 500 dunams in Shaare Tikva for $750 per dunam and 
sold it to the RosenRahat Group for approximately $1,000. Another Einav 

deal involved the purchase of 1,000 dunams from Arabs-in the area where the 
city of Emanuel will be built; he sold that land to the Kochav Hashomron firm, 
He also bought 2,V00 dunams in the area of Maalin and sold the land to, 

among others, employees of the Communications Ministry who want to build the 
city of Ofarim in the area, Other land in the Maalin area was sold to 

other private enterprises. 


Knowledgable sources estimate that Einav earns 10-15 percent on each parcel 


of land. This is not very much considering the great risk, but in deals of 
such magnitude great profits are accumulated, Einav, who lives in Savyon, 


is very well-to-do anyhow from his meat business. He apparently invests the 
profits from the land transactions in the purchases of new land. 











’ 


Other well-known land traders are Knesset members Yigal Horowitz an 

sons, Jonathan and Yoav. In the past, Horowitz was burnt by buying lan 
which it was later discovered, was not owned by the sellers. In recent 
years he has been very careful. Officially, those who are close to him say 
that he only bought 500 dunams in Nebbe Samuel and the Givon area norti 


Jerusalem through a firm registered in Ramallah, The Horowitz family com- 
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plains that the fierce competition between the Jewish traders resul 
higher prices, lately up to $2,000 per dunma has been paid. Unoftricially, 
there are those who say that land purchases by the Horowitz family art 


much larger. 


The brothers, Mose and Aaron Zar, residents ot Karni Shomron, are also 
active purchasers. Mose Zar refused to answer any questions on the matter, 
tating, ‘My work is under protection and [ don't want any material pub 
about me. ! don't want to answer questions." Zar, 45 years of ape, a 
graduate ot Bnei Akiva, lived in the past in Be'’erot-Yitzhak and Nachalim, 
and was an electric contractor, Four years ago, he moved to Karni Shomron, 
where he is building a villa on tup of one of the hills for his family. His 
brother, Aaron, 42 years of age, formerly worked in the Herzlia municipality 
and also resides in Karni Shomron. The two brothers bought 3,000 cunams 

so tar, of which 2,000 are in Karni Shomron, 500 dunams in Emanuel and 45! 
dunams in Niria. Like the other traders, they buy through a firm registered 
in Ramallah, During the first purchases two and a half years ago, ) 
per dunam was paid. Today, as a result of competition, prices went up to 
$1,500 per dunam. In desirable iocations such as Karni Shomron, the Aral 
demand $2,000 to $.,200 per dunam, The Zar brothers purchase and sell for 
$3,000 per dunam, <A 100 dunam transaction, for example, could produce a 


) 


yross profit of $80,000 or 2.5 million shekels. 
The land purchased by the Zar brothers in Emanuel was sold to the Israel 
and Authority, probably not for great protit, and serves as the foundation 
ror the religious city of Emanuel, Other portions were sold to groups o! 
settlers and land portion was sold to the "Kramin" firm, The Zar brothers 
are negotiating to sell 250 dunams to the public construction firm, Rogovin, 
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the Gal Company, whose name is derived from the initials of its two main 


owners, Attorney Yishai Giladi and Yechiel levine, both of whom reside in 
Elkana. The compamy began to operate last October when it bought 1,000 
dunams in Elkana, During the past year, it purchased additional land- 
900 dunams, According to one source, "Oheleba" paid $1,500 per dunam for 
most of the land; according to another source, it paid much more. No one 
disputes the selling price: $4,000 per dunam a year ago, 96,000 per dunan 


touay here is no doubt that these transactions earn nice profits for the 
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other prominent traders: 


jlambo-bought 1,400 dunams in Ramat Kidron southeast of Jerusalem, The sell- 
ing price was not reported but it could assured that they paid between $2,0 
to 93,000 per dunam; they sell the land for $5,750 per dunam including value 
added tax-a very nice profit. Jambo is owned in equal parts by five well-to- 
do businessmen: Ami Fromanchenko of the Elite group; David Moriah, a partner 
in a large diamond tirm; Yitzhak Fironi, a diamond exporter; Shaul Yechiel, 

a partner in a tiber cloth palnt; Eliahu Peretz, the owner of Gilton Hall 

and "Tip-Tov" restaurent in Tel Aviv. 

Delta Commerce and Investment-boutht 780 dunams seven kilometers from Kfar 
Saba, It sells 600 square meters (which equals a gross dunam) ror $15, 00! 

yf which $5,000 is for the land and $10,000 tor the development of land. So 


tar 500 building plots have been sold. The firm is owned by engineer 


uel Horman, inSurance agent Eli Israeli and others. 


Kramin-bought 680 dunams in Karni Shomron-some of its from the Zar brothers 
and some trom Arabs. ‘This is an especially interesting firm: 40 percent 

of the firm is owned by industrialist Moshe Shriber, an immigrant from the 
United States who owns the clothing plant "Aviv Knits". His family, whi 
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owns substantial property in the U.S., pour money to Israel to finance the 


purchases: He has partners, most of whom are Israelis. 


B.R.-which split from the Rosen=Rahat group, bought 149 dunams in Shaare 
Tikva and 600 dunams in Modein for $2,200 per dunam, but got itself into a 
mess when it became apparent that the deal was forged; they had paid an 

advance of $200,000. The firm's owners are Tel-Aviv builder Avner Ehrlich, 
industrialist Israel Shanker, engineer David Zaslavsky and EF] Al's communi- 


. ' 1) 
catlon’s manager, Joe Rosenberg. 


\mong the list ot land purchasers there are also builders from Tel-Aviv, 
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"Marlaz'' company which is registered on the stock exchange, has an option 
to purchase 450 dunams in Shomron, Here and there there are some private 
individuals who attempt to save on high real estate agent fees by purchasing 
land from Arabs themselves, n 

a mess by relying on falsified or partial documents, They will not verify 
will pay with their best money for land which they will not 
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Text | Judea and Samaria settlements are being built through three principal 


systems: a) The Ministry of Housing receives land from the Israel Land 
Authority and in turn gives it to construction firms which are mostly public 

. thi ! ory Sn nd pvprofit 
for construction in accordance with the norm within the Green Line and profil 
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upon in advance; (bd) Enterprises purchase parcels of land and 
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issue tenders to construction companies mainly private, tor building ‘he 
: i +] 
build- 


entire settlement; (c) Enterprises owning large parcels of land sell bui 
ing plots to individuals, and each individual does as he pleases, hiring 

a builder to build his dream house, 

This entire construction is heavily subsidized from beyinning to end, especial ls 
when one talks of construction under the initiative of the Ministry of Hous- 
ing, where the construction companies pay only 5 percent cf the land's worth 
instead of 80 percent, as is customary on this side of the Green Line. The 
subsidies are awarded for the construction itself without differentiation 
between who builds or initiates, The subsidy is so massive that it seems 

that only fools would not build their new homes here-unless they fear that 

in the end Israel will have to vacate the West Bank and I[sraeli ownership 

of the land will be revoked in accordance with the rules of international] 

law. There is no chance that in such a case the State of Israel could com- 
pensate the evacuees as was done in the Rafiah Salient. The assistance pro- 
gram of the Housing Ministry for the settlers of Judea and Samaria was 
activated last Thursday, the l6th of December, and it also applies to those 

who bought apartments or individually built houses beginning on October ] 


The plan divides the settlements in Judea and Samaria into 3 groups, in 
accordance to their proximity to the Green Line: in group 3 which is closest 
to the center of the country, the following settlements are included: 
Elkana, Beit-Arye, Barkan, Bnei Modein, Yoazar, Yakir (including Notim), 
Maaleh Shomron, Netafim, Nili, Naalah, Slait, Ephraim, Shaare Tikvah, Beit 
Huron, Kfar Adomim, Naveh Adomim, Antot and Ramat Kidron. The Housing 
Ministry claims that these settlements "will receive assistance simi] 
that of the urban population-a linked loan of 300,000 shekels at an interest 
rate of 5.7 percent." This simple statement is not true! The internal! 
document of the Housing Ministry states that this loan will be granted "in 
addition to the personal entitlements in accordance with the Ministry's 
assistance plan", That means that ayoung couple, for example, will receive 
a loan for 400,000 shekels (if the couple accumulated between 0 to 1,200 
points-most of the young couples are in this group) and 300,000 shekels--al! 
told 700,000 shekels. 


In group 3 loans are at least granted to families without housing. But 
while inside the borders of the Green Line, loans are granted only for 

the purchase of a modest apartment with a size limit, in Judea and Samaria 
there is no ceiling and approved buyers are entitled to loans even for the 
purchase of villas. It seems that only in Judea and Samaria buyers can 
receive loans for the construction of villas. 


[In group 1 and 2 all the limitations are removed and anyone who will go to 
remote areas in Judea and Samaria will receive generous assistance, even if 


he has an apartment or villa somewhere else in Israel. The number 2 group 
of settlements includes: Alon Shavot, Efrat, Beit Fl, Daniel, Naveh Zof, 
Ofra, Einav, Psagot, Kdomin, Shavi Shomron and Telem. A family that al- 
ready has housing, an apartment or townhouse in Tel~Aviv, Jerusalem, or 
Savyon will receive a linked loan for 380,000 shekels at an interest of 5.) 
percent and a grant for 120,000 shekels, A family that does not have hovus- 











ing will receive a loan for 710,000 shekels under similar terms that familie: 
in developing areas receive: 90,000 shekels unlinked and at 1 to 3.4 percent, 
that is to say, in reality a grant of 470,000 shekels linked and without in- 


terest, 150,000 shekels linked and at an interest of 5.7 percent, but in ad- 
, } ' . ? . 


dition to these loans settlers receive a grant of 120,000 sheke 
not awarded in the development areas, his assistance constitutes a large 
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part ur the price or tne apartment, 


Now we shall move on to the privileged of the privileged; ‘Group 1", those 
who reside in Alon Moreh, Homash, Chinanit, Charish, Yetir, Kochav Hashar, 
Mevo-Dotan, Machmesh, Maon, Maleh Amos, Mitzpeh Yericho, Ateret, Katzir, 
Richav, Rimonim, Shila, Shaked, Tapoach and Tekoah. These are settlements 
which are most remote from the center of the country. There will bet 
who will probably say that those who reside there should be compensate 
the distance and pioneering, but it should be known that in t evelo 
settlements which are very remote, such as Hazor, Beit-Shean, Yerocham and 
Mitzpeh Rimon, government assistance is no more than 800,000 shekels. The 


settlements mentioned are certainly closer to the center of the c-untry than 


the remote developing areas, Nonetheless, the settlements in "Croup 1" en- 
able a family without housing to build a home, receive a loan of 850,000 
shekels (of which 100,000 is not linked and 600,000 is linked with no 

ls, All together, the assistance to 


interest) and a grant of 150,000 sheke 
these settlers is one million shekels. Assistance of such magnitude was not 


provided until now to any family in Israel. 


It should be emphasized that "a family without housing", which is e1 
to the massive assistance described, is not necessarily a family without 
housing. The definitions concerning Judea and Samaria determine that those 
who live in inexpensive housing in the center | t hose v 

does not exceed 300,000 shekels, are also entitled to the same benefits as 
those with no housing. Practically, it enables a family who lives ina 
"key money’ apartment to enjoy the benefits as though it was without housing 
and at the same time to enjoy the additional income from the sale of the 
»>fit of the residents of 
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key money apartment. This too is for the bene 
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[Text] The large subsidies to the pioneers o idea and Sar 
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being built. A conspicuous examp] 
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capital of Samaria , where the first stage, 3,000 families or 12, le, 
will reside--more than the number of residents of some esta 
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Tne chiet promoter of Ariel is the Ministry of Housing. t concentrates it 

land in its hands and land it bought from private traders (like Einav and 

other clever traders) and through the Israel Land Authority, arbitraril: 
t r 
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wnich crosses Samaria, At the present time, 500 apartments are planned, 

ialf already under construction. Tal-Chayot of Ramat Gan, which is 











1 — = ° 1 ea - . 2 y 
uF error: _ : Peavy 1, TAS +a Lia 1 Agywne { ANnAYt™MDN ec may +7 
y Vverteran dulidcel LuVla ULUNayot, LS DULILdGdINE OD apartments. Wlice? 
» 
a1 ° - ° 1 . 4 ° 
r Ly T < + . ‘ ~\r+ se HEA MNC , + Sere Loon 3 jaxre . 
AC Tri SAUL i i ) a IVC ’ O) ] Viit \ eLil€ mvVot aueu t Uulide yr Ln 
va. : | ] . + 17 ¢] Sart t 
( ~ TY ¢ > . C - ~ - cod r ~ ' np , y* . , = >i. 
ailG il aril Ly Aa sada ky pe VeETaA4 A ct L =) Oe . Lit Citic ipa \ sc > at t 
‘ 
° : F tT ° } 7) . re nw 4 . 7 > 
rn y , _~ . ‘ ie in) \ ,T \y we ha } . \» y + 
il tne syste “ sud Ou! ( >€ ana UN Ol and Dranaml C¢ l Le 
rior Th » ] raat ey ,y tfawraec " tro ft ay aT Ts > hy P ’ ? } ro } , 1A ¢ \o a 
AUC LO Se iit Aca auc ALAS rave iit Se.LAC > L iit bail LO PLiid J 4 L \¢ A 
L ani C} > . } 1} } + } + 1, r + > ryhy 4 } Mf + 1 ) L. . 1¢ " ~ \y Tl 
° ewe | ia l iit Pil rT OWN Wil L LoD LV c ul i Wil -UVE il 
? } . ° 1 4 4 e 4 " 
mm = ¢ . - + : i. = _ we 2 oe > . , “a ’ 7ATD a ~~ ! 
ACAliviie eic . . 4 cruction A Uil 2 oMa il icl sCalt r ¢ Latl v € \ (AL AOL, 
Y yf ry) 4 1 7 rrr) .- + 3 ~*rTy vr?7ya 1.7 Wiad ] } Fy a . . + a r r +17 
iVL oeen Ue 1 ce L walk AL r itl wii tl i biUs Laiici | LS L Sai Vv ’ ‘ ( w J l 
+ + + ¢ . ° A ° ‘ , 2 
ana “ry C > > nt amo — : C a \Q > + < . ; 
iit t+ Jidl » @ di iit iC alle A 7 a Lk de Xe § ai gu >i Lia ai iO OR aap Get 
i 
’ ‘ , af 7 
} ~~} > . ws 4 - by ~~ ¥ » } on re } y ¥ ,cY? 1, ’ j ¥ ++ 
) | an © i Lite i Ca, 1 ¢ A L { Dromo no) Lo A l il eet < AU y ci L ii aC Yr O! 
4 ‘ 
1 1 2 7 17 
{ : : ry ] Cy + ANP yY - " mf ’ . ' y y . >} X | 
rol Ls “ UO i Usa bia Ld i COTLC c t Vain ® will Cil he ol app Op! lated (ailed 
. ; . . | } } 12 + y 
~y r ; r y nr + ~ - _~ eo lA . . »~ 
LCONCTetve, LLLOCIIC I LW Dromoters ire reale LoSrdadea LOVaLLST ° sT adel 
s - 

















. ¢ . ; ’ : — ; ° ' ’ , 
' = 1 i4y y rn v? ‘ +r + + r C 7 4 , MN ' . ve’ +) ,rt » 
s» } wil io JUd ix, ct Llc Ww DLiant OY t le OLMKAa i[ > VWiiOSE neadc ici a | 
t i 
. . , : a ey + 7 ~ 1 
> s+  . : | r . ? no» Q  ¥A*S 4+ an] ) + - 1a iro ay \ + 
rectac KV ind Which peé eads, mrmst vedak, ne or tne owners ¢ 
1 Fi ita 1" . oe 1° : . 7 13 . elt 
! ry x » " vy, } _ _ { +o + f ~y la ah ' . by 1 Ane ,r ; . 
( en Vea O} e 7} it, Aderet iS nerzilrtan, iS dOUulLLiA ly in > 
Cr +9 aa tT + - oC ; ‘ yhV 4 - - > rm I;w a a ryunyy~—oer Y y } ry %< ~ + 
v ’ fliagd < 94 3! Cure >» LV wilt Ca Liste mal product 10n il ico X 
. . 7 < 1 os — 
ant r y | ) t " +- > om, »* ~ + . 12D Calta } ¢ - 
4 vit 4 , = : C ° /¢ Li ae | @ L it Wilt Ji \ Litt IC ic LiUwet 
° 
i - «4% +. 4 A 
, nO . - Cy; ~wapnkdy L, rca Ln aAtwoEOrnment nmoniuracec ane 
’ A WU AU ATLE cl i CKlnY NOoOUuSe, Lilie POVeErAMenl eCNCOUTALESS el 
- + ‘ Heat | . “tn I ~~ 1 — + :  “ ~43m9 . « ey ~ rovil } ~ 9 ~~ ¢ re > . 
9€ S Li EUS t Ladi PidNMts if amMaArLa LO PDLOVICt t nt L¢ LiLe€ 
7 ° 1 
ry ¢ ~ r + > | . y ~e .) y od ,C \y 
| 5S and ¢ renet nm tne ewl1s C1 On ne at lL. > reas< " 
° ; 7 4 
+ wal y - . > + ,oOCO a7 . no ee DUT; ~man ‘ r ,* 
rpt »e t . i Lcilt ] ( doo scCance Uc V i U ent i ¢ Lid + 
r 
+ ’ + . ' a} { “r Amon t rec 
en C yral > i ClhL-wwraSs | ( eC Vere ePVE Opment SeEcTLE t ( 9 
5 : ad ¢ ’ + ’ ler + + .) ry ri od ~ + + ‘ > ' tf 7% 
lt \< i ® > L | = L { lio ) Clit entel \ Lilt On ens { e 
na t y ly ; - i } ~y1¢ + . A “7 . 1 + } ceannnayA mtetrgl = 
CLuiaidit ae ai T* t ‘ ris A J LC Yatiulked [ J 1, Lil; 4 Ne wo CK JLitl Lc il i i 
Tt ow Ce eo aes | syromorer:< as ae . Léno a otactran 
idi i or Lt Ll, € ) I LCEeLS, ifs CS t biadllitie i © CLI 
t C 
, . . . _ 
y y y 7 ' > — ry o> ¢ mf m wr ] ~ + IA 7 7 . yt aN + | > 
TLE CS |] il, . l eCStmene Lt LiiiOn OLliars, wYCaAn, Cfie 
. ; ’ . 7 , A 
Cc’ r + - ’ , 1 ms > . . + Y ' =x YF > ty +9 wa Nan 4 
COMf ’ e ir inyg in >~C MeL > in i1naustt in dea and oamrila, 
i . 
- aa a ae ie f iat tas CA 4 - .} Sn ie (Ant wand w man Ati nem 
Ly iS raisSec 1] L i pOLLaLS ( CS sFAIinL € ectroni¢ iT) | 
- j + } ] ft 
? 17 f > . r TY <7 ‘ ; . +ey ‘ x _1T Ann ~~ | or 
L Ltl iy le t > Wil el y l y Ca Cr] Gevelid ¢ { LOa 
. . » | 
Fae eae ; Kay ; a Ate Lm ee oe s ¢ get mie 1s _ 
fli ra 5 veil t ¢ ©] i Lie I . ¢ > \ e iil UT > | US 














Sidering the establishment of a new wine cellar in Ariel--the main thin 
to enjoy the benefits: The military industry will also establish a plant 


of 8,000 square meters in the area; even the veteran lock palnt "Yardeni 


considering moving to the area, This but a partial list. In the past vear, 
[ heard tens of industrialists, some who are known to be conservative, 


Seriously say that they might move to Samaria because of the benerits. 

But it seems that the thousands of dwellers and tens of industrialist: 

who merrily rush to the new promised land, do not consider two important 
points: 

Ir the land on which the apartment or plant is being built is "governmental", 
then the legality of its seizure is at least doubtful. Professor Amnon 
Rubinstein has already proved in an article in "Ha'aretz" that the military 
government has the right to temporarily seize possession of the land, but 
under no circumstances to award it as a possession for generations to build 
homes and plants. This is contrary to the Fourth Geneva Convention, of 
which Israel is a signatory. What will happen, for example, if auton- 
omy is indeed established in Judea and Samaria and citizens appeal 

to the Arab autonomy courts and request expulsion orders against Jews 
who settled on lands which do not belong to them? 


The second problem pertains only to buyers of apartments, but is no less 
serious: anyone who will buy an apartment from any mortgage company in 
Judea and Samaria should notice and will find that the contract does not 


guarantee protection or any compensation in case that it will be necessa1 
to return the land to an Arab country. Industrial plants are insured with 
government guarantees in case of evacuation. Whoever innocently believes 
that the government will pay compensation on its own initiative and without 
contract to evacuees from Judea and Samaria should remember that this time 
a completely different problem is involved: Let's say that it will be 
necessary to evacuate "only" 5,000 apartments and townhouses valued at 
average of $80,000 per housing unit (not to mention compensation for grief, 
tc.). From where will the country take the $400 million in order to 
pay these compensations? And from where will it take the additional millions 


of dollars to compensate the evacuated industrial plants? 


Very tew of the buyers--so they told me in the construction firms--rais¢ 
these questions and doubts. The majority are too busy with the race to grow 
rich to think about such trivial legal and monetary matters. Wheras the 


devotees of Greater Israel--this hould be said--laugh almost openly. The 


more the settlements increase, along with Jewish inhabitants and plants 
in Judea and Samaria, so will the government burden of evacuation compensa- 
ion increase, The government will not be able to comply with it and any- 


now it will never return Judea and Samaria to f -veign hands. Happy is the 
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MINISTER ANALYZES LABOR MARKET 
Amman THE JERUSALEM STAR in English 20-26 Jan 83 pp l, 3 
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During this week's National Consultative Council session, attention focused on Jor- 
dan’s interestingly structured labour market, in which 300,000 Jordanians are working 
abroad while the country has imported 125,000 workers from outside. This inflow and 
outflow of labour is not necessarily bad thing, says Labour Minister Jawad Al-Anani. 
in this interview with Leila G. Deeb, he points to real areas of concern and calls for 


efficient labour planning. 


Minister of Labour Jawad Al-Anani says that the 
most striking feature in the labour market is its 
narrowness, due to Jordan's high birth rate, 


which influences age structure of the populabon. 


More than 51 per cent ts under the age of 15. The 
other features are the low rate of female participa- 
tion in the labour force and the low retirement 
age, particularly in the civil service. More impor- 
tantly, there is the inclination to acquire higher 
education, which puts people between the ages of 
15 and 24 outside the labour market 


Taking all these factors into consideration, the 
participation rate inthe labour force is 20 per cent 
of the population, which means a dependency 
rate of S.1 


Demand-supply imbalance 


The second most important point is the dis 
parity between the geographical distribution of 
the population and the distribuuon of resources in 
the country 

“While we find most natural endowments in 
Jordan are concentrated along borderlines (the 
Jordan Valley, the Dead Sea, Aqaba), we find that 
this area Captures the minimum population. Asa 
result, there 1s a disparity between labour demand 
and supply in those areas.”’ 


fhe current development momentum in Jor- 
dan has outstripped labour availability, so Uiat the 
stock of labourers is also unadequate to meet the 
gross demand 





The features put together he continued, have 
influenced the structure of the labour force so that 
it has become male-dominated, with many foreig- 
ners, reachimg a total of around 125,000. How- 
ever, he said in the last three years, two factors 
appeared that will, it is hoped, change the 
structure of the labour market to produce a heal- 
thier situation. 

lhe first is that the number of women working 
has increased quite noticeably between the years 
1974 and 1982. In 1974, only 4.8 per cent of 
working age women had jobs; in 1982 the per- 
centage rose to 17 per cent and promises to in- 
crease even further 

The second healthy factor ts the stronger de- 
sire among young people to take up vocational! 
and technical careers, a shift from the traditional 
preference for academic training. For example, in 
1976, the number of students in the vocational 
(raining cent f the Vocational Training Cor- 
poration wv 250 In the academic year 
1982-83) iped to 3,400 


Asked about rumours that certain Jordanian 
GevelopMent projects, such as the Arab Potash 
Company plant, are not workable, the minister 
said this was mere gossip But there are worries 
over the marketability of potash, simply because 
the demand for fertilizers has declined 

“But the story of potash in Jordan is worth 


contemplating’ This project is 32 years old, he 
said. In the early !950s a potash company was 














established for the purpose of utilizing Dead Sea 
minerals Due to a complex set of factors, it was 
always put off, awaiting better circumstances. 


“The mayor inhibiting factor in the minds of 
planners was the international price, since potash 
iS Mainly an export product It was discussed and 
decided that a huge project hike potash, with its 
implications on the Jorganian economy, cannot 
hinge on short-term price consideration. “‘It is a 
long-term project with far-reaching socio- eco- 
nomic effects, and must be carried out on that 
hasis [nthe long run, prices work in our favour." 


JPMC dispute 
Another topical controversy is the matter of 
the severance of employees from their jobs at the 
Jordan Phosphate Mines Company (JPMC) 


mines. Dr Anan said there were two sides to the 
story 


The capital of the company is owned almost 
totally (90 per cent) by the government, and due 
to this factor it was run like a government Dureau- 
cracy The current management says that this isa 
company and must be run on commercial bases. 
There is no room for window dressing . 

To produce tangible profit at the end of each 
financial year for shareholders, some sort of aus- 
terity plan is required. That is why JPMC had to 
end the employment of about 220 people, either 
because they reached the pension age of 60, or 
they were unproductive. According to the labour 
law, continued the minister, this can be done, as 
ing as the workers are compensated and given 
their payMents as stipulated by the law 

The labour union, on the other hand, says that 
the productivity of the company does not depend 
on the labourers, and ts the sole responsibility of 
the management, which makes all decisions per- 
taining to marketing, shipping, transportation and 
digging of phosphates. The company should en- 
hance its profits by starting with those areas, and 
not by cutting down employment 


The minister said that the case of phosphates ts 
very interesting because it has moved labour dis- 
putes into a new arena, while they traditionally 
concentrated on the problem of wages 


This dispute led to a one-day strike in the 
Ruseifa and Al-Hasa mines. The case is now being 
worked on by an arbitration council, representing 
howh the management and the labour umon, and 
headed by a university professor of labour eco- 
nomics 


“Labourers usually expect the minisiry to 
stand by them because it is their ministry. We in 
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the Ministry of Labour believe thatemploy mentis 
the right of each and every citizen, provided he 
delivers his wage’s worth” 


Open economy 
On how to stem the outflow of Jordanian lab- 
our, the minister said that this question was Dased 
On an implicit assumption that labour outflow and 
inflow are “bad things” as far as Jordan is 
concerned. This is highly questionable “We are 
an Open economy and cannot be bul so” 


There was atime, Dr Anani said, when labour 
exports themselves were responsible tor a consid- 
érable part of Jordan's net income from abroad, 
whict in itself was plowed back into domestic 
economy and thus created demand for labour 
“Now that we are at a Stage of needing more 
labour than we have been used to, this does not 
constitute a moral right to deny people the 
freedom of working abroad if they choose to 


“Nevertheless, the number of people working 
abroad is declining every year. While we used to 
send out between 12,000- 14,000 a year in 
1975-80, the number has declined to 5,000 in 
| 982 due to both push and pull factors.”’ The push 
factor’ has weakened because of better wages and 
job Opportunities in Jordan, and the “‘puil factor”’ 
because of the decline in demand for jabour in 


oil-producing countries 


‘To and fro’ workers 

As far as labour imports care concerned , the 
minister said the Jordan started to import iabour 
on a large scale in the 1970s, when the economic 
boom reached iis zenith. He explained there are 
certain shortages in the market which cannot be 
filed by domestic labour, particularly the sem- 
skilled labour required in the sector of construc- 
tion, agriculture and services 


Almost all foreign labourers in Jordan are of a 
“to and fro”’ type, in the sense that they are iem- 
porary and don't seek permanent residence in 
Jordan 


Labour issues are being handled more care 
fully now, Dr. Anani said. “| believe that the lab- 
our market in Jordan is finally acquiring the at- 
tention it is worthy of by Jordanian policy- 
makers. The intricate nature of the labour market, 
and its far-reaching effects on the economy, are 
facts that must be reckoned with and must un 
deep into our local planning effort: Yet, 1am opti- 
mistic that Jordan’s labour market wil! continue 
to bea healthy one because of its diversity, 
efficiency, and above all dynamism 
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AMMAN RADIO RIDICULES SYRIAN THREATS TO JORDAN 


. 


JIN271918 Amman Domestic Service in Arabic 1600 GMT 27 Feb 


(Station commentary ] 

[Text] The Syrian newspaper TISHRIN and Damascus Radio are waging a cam 
paign these days which evokes our ridicule more than anything else. The 
target of the campaign is Jordan and its theme is the political efforts cur- 
rently exerted on the Arab and international levels. This Syrian propaganda 
n for the Arab nation and its 


my 
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campaign is mounting and claiming to show conce 
national issues. 


We would like to pause here and listen to what TISHRIN and Damascus Radio are 
Saying. hese information media still believe that the Arab citizen, espec- 
ially in Syria, is so stupid as to be unable to tell the truth from lies 

and facts from allegations. The official Syrian concern for the Arab nation 
and its national issues was entrenched by several official stands by Damascus. 
Let us take Arab solidarity for example, which reached its desirable peak at 
the Baghdad Summit, and see how the Damascus regime sought to undermine and 
this solidarity, first at the Amman Summit, then at the first 


conspire against 
Fes Summit and finally through that regime's daily practices in the Arab arena. 
Does the undermining of the minimum level of Arab solidarity which then exist- 


he Arab nation and its national issues, as Syrian in- 


ed show concern for t 
formation media claim? 
Let us also take the Iraqi-Iranian war for example and see how the Syrian 


and Libyan regimes have collectively and individually sought to stab Irag in 


the back, both through the economic oil blockade which Syria is mounting and 
the support and assistance which the Damascus and Tripoli regimes are giving 
to the Iranian aggression. Is Iran's insistence on carrying out its plans 
against the Arabism of Iraq, the Gulf, the [Arabian] Peninsula and the three 
Gulf islands in the interest of the Arab nation and its national issues, as 


the Damascus and the Tripoli regimes say and as TISHRIN, Damascus Rad 
other Syrian intucmation media claim 


) 


¢ Cusrsd - ram rs nia } , ip = . _ In fanning | = 
In Lebanon, the Syrian regime played a heroic role in defending the Ara 
A : . . , “Ar , ¢ : . vA ; + h vA Ina v2) ] QD Tact? ~ aN 
nation and its national issues when it left the Lebanese and Palestinian 
: * 7 14 T . TTT ; r — cy } ryt ran Sole Tread 
people facing the Israeli Nazi invasion alone. And, when the invasion achievec 


S regime reatfirmed this heroic role 


its military chjectives, the Damascu 

















sparking sed.tion in Tripoli and actually taking part in the bl 
witnessed by that Lebanese city. 


Damascus” belief that the setting up of 12 SAM-5 missiles give 
hand in the region and enables it to strike at every effort t 
ritory and kinfolk in the West Bank and Caza calls for ridicule. 


attempting to shame anyone, but to recall the experience of the ml 
which were hit while they were asleep in Al-Biqa'’ and elsewhere. The 
which do not have the will to defend their own nation will not be Li 
ensure such a will even if they use all the arsenals of the East j 
West. 

TISHRIN claimed that the Arab political and military position now i 
different from that before the Israeli invasion of Lebanon. We wis! 
were true, but the mere presence of 12 sophisticated missiles cannot 
change the Arab policical and military position from bad to good or 
possibility of liberation by military force closer than the possibilit 
protecting our territory and kinfolk through political moves. 

[It remains to be said that the Syrian information media's threats « 
Syria's resort to unfriendly means against every political move are we 
known to us. We and the millions of Arabs know from experience that t 


who are ready to abandon the Arabism of Iraq, the Gulf and the Peninsul: 


t 


who is not brave in defending his own territorial integrity cannot 
in attacking others. 


A 


There remains one last point: the Palestinian people who are aspi 


to extend their hands to the Iranian enemy are too weak to do anyth 


safeguard their territory and national identity in the West Bank and 


know full well that the Damascus authorities have offered to defend 
sons in the Lebanese camps, towns and villages during the barbaric 


invasion. 
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JORDANIAN DAILY INTERVIEWS JERICHO MAYOR 


JN260822 Amman AL-DUSTUR in Arabic 26 Feb 83 pp ya 29 


; T a7, ry ie I [1 Kh: F hac aiced hi matiectyv 
[Excerpts ] Ihe mayor of Jericho, Jamil Khalaf has praised his majesty 
"+ LT c va ; »ty } " Dp. . ; ian : et oe | ne ; ] +L, «a + r ak a ~ 
King Husayn’s policy on the Palestinian issue. He said that events have 
: ° : rip Ga Y -4 ++ . om 1 ep } . 1 -+ ot ~ £ } 
confirmed that his majesty is working sincerely to have the rights of the 


t 
nian people restored and the Arab territories liberated from Israeli 


i 4177 | nm t Ryan +7 Cammittarn Chairman Y: : ’ y\fFatr a 1 mam] - ~~ 

He called on PLO Executive Committee Chairman Yasir ‘Arafat and members of 

ha ¢ ; -\. e@lnnor ar yle Ino Hucavn'c effort ( nin further 

the committee to support and bolster King Husayn’s efforts to gain further 

Oy a © on ae t Datan&tetiantan tea ; ° -arnar 1 § a 

Support tor the Palestinian issue at International torums. 

] -~. AT=<DISTIR_ Xkh: > entd +} -} p- Tor lational neil 
ement to AL~-Dv\| LUA, Khalaf Said that the Palestine National Council! 
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C 

7 _ a » } A . ve oo 2 fee } - atatrdt _ and = 
ons adopted in the Algiers meeting embody the expectations and as 
Ppirations of citizens in the occupied West Bank. On a question of Jordanian- 
Tt) 7 »@ 2 at AS * 4 = . . a LT, . c 7 , 7 J P 7 . Ic 7 ~_ f wn ° a | , nr 
Palestinian rapproachement, Khalaf said that that result is inevitable and 
that no power can separate two people who share common interests and 
lactiny 6 PP satA ehas feiaanc 41 the onrrinied Wec R L TTT, to this An— 
GeStTINYy, He Sald that citizens in the occupled west Bank support n1s Tay] 


r 


nr, > - - : . 1- ’ me la) ran el y *yaT ‘ = ‘ »bear 
proachment. He said: t pleases me to convey the support and backing o! 


} | ; . _o - f - — eanhig hr y - 7 ) . _ + - . ; r++ ] - ¢ 

th citizens there for the establishment of a confederation with Jordan. 

f ear ~717 sAt 

[passage omitted) 
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Regarding the proposed peace plans in the region, he said that the U.S. plan 

' } sy Pp 3A . | . . ANT r ; er r ; » tohF el ve Acrerent } 

proposed by President Keagan contained positive points which can be iccepted. 
: id 2 oY - } r 1 rT a} T “yr tHhich ‘ mr y . + : T -_ | 

He said, however », Che is an Arab plan which is more positive. ne Sald tuat 


in acceptable peace is one based on complete Israeli withdrawal from the oc- 


Nas 


~s4T ~- c + i an i ie | inp an rT) ( Ta ™m - - cy } + . ). le _ "1 » 
cupied Arab territories including Jerusalem, the right of the Palestiniar 


people to self-determination and the recognition of their legitimate rights. 
Khalif said: We in the occupied homeland want to get rid of occupation be- 
ause time on tl i the [Israeli authorities who are using tangible 
mea ires to inne: { occupled territorle ° j; passage omitted |] 








NEW UNIVERSITY TO OFFER MILITARY TRAINING 


JORDAN 
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[Article by Leila G. Deeb] 


[Text ] 


\MINIAN--Mu'tah University was established to 
help provide stability and security to Jordan, 
says University Vice President Ali Mahafza. 
These are two basic necessities for the deve- 
lopment of any society, he told The Star. 


The armed forces, Dr. Mahafza said, provide 
the country’s stability. while the public 
security--the police forces--provide security 
for the community. The university’s Faculty 
of Police Sciences(originally the Royal Police 
Academy) has already begun to provide the 
public security system with its requirements 
of capable, qualified personnel. 


Dr. Mahafza_ went on to explain that the 
country must have a modern army, able to 
protect and repulse any foreign aggression. 
Such an army requires leadership, “qualified 
scientifically, with a high military, cultural 
background, able to -absorb and understand 
modern technology, particularly —s military 
planning and weapon technology.” 


Famous battle 


Through its programme,. the university will be 

vital source supplving a new type of officer 
to the armed forces. In the long run, it will 
contribute to changing the structure of the 
armed forces. 


The 6,000-dunum campus will be situated 10 
kilometres south of Karak. The land was ap- 
propriated at the site of the famous Battle of 
Mu'tah, where an historic clash between the 
Muslim and Byzantine armies took place in 
AD 636. 


Construction of the campus building will be- 
gin later this year and proceed in phases. It will 
take from four to five vears for the wniversity 
to be fully operational. Dr. Mahafza said that 
the consulting firm Dar Al- Handassah has 
already presented overall preliminary plans 


90 


which are now being adjusted. The contract 
for the infrastructure will be’ let as soon as 
these small adjustments are completed. and 
detailed plans of the individual buildings are 
presented. 


Dar Al-Handassal will also supervise con- 
struction. An artesman well has already been 
dug, and is supplying water. 


Dr Mahafza said the people of [raq had 
granted the university JD 15 million, while the 
rest is provided from the government budget. 
This funding includes scholarships for faculty 
members, who ‘will need special training in 
view of the special character of this new univ- 
ersity. 

One hundred and forty bachelor and masters 
degree holders have been selected for the fa- 
culty. They are preparing to take up their pos- 
itions. Around 40 are studying at the Jordan 
and Yarmouk universities. Another 25 have 
been accepted at universities abroad. 


The rest will attend American and European 
universities this year. All these scholarships 
are being funded through the university bud- 
get. 


These people are the nucleus of the university 
faculty, and will be trained in all fields to be 
taught at Mu’tah. All of them will undergo 
military training. They will also receive spe- 
cialised training in teaching at, and running a 
military academy. 


Two classes graduated 


In October 1981, the university opened a liai- 
son office in Amman. A small number of em- 
ployees are ‘following up the work of the un- 
iversity.”" They also supervise the Faculty of 
Police Sciences, the first faculty of Mu’'tah 
University to start functioning. 
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The Faculty of Police Sciences has already 
graduated two classes. It was incorporated 
into the university, and graduates bachelors o/ 


science in two subjects) law and police 
sciences. and = administration and police 
sciences Afler incorporation into the univ- 


ersity the curriculum was adjusted to suit an 
academic college. 


This faculty, now still working in Amman, has 
about 250 students. Each had to meet rigorous 
selection requirement including success at 
written and oral tests, high ‘‘tawjihi” greues 
and a medical test. One unusual criterion for 
selection is a minimum height of 168 centime- 
tres. 


Dr. Mahafzah explained that the university 


was located in southern Jordan to play active 
role in the development of the country. 
Students can participate in Jordan's main in- 
dustrial projects, such as the production of po- 
tash, phosphates, fertilisers, manganese, brass 
and copper. They can help develop the Aqaba 
port and the Red Sea shoreline. 

The university laboratories will provide the 
proper setting for scientific experimentation 
for the utilisation of these mineral resources. 
At the same time such activities should stimu- 
late the people in the area to their own qualifi- 
cations. 

Dr. Mahafza said the university's organization 
and strict discipline are designed to develop in 
the students obedience, self-control, respect, 
self- discipline and endurance. 

This will all be achieved through military 
training on campus. Students will live inbarracks, 
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two to aroom, under strict military supervision, 
and will be required to adhere to military regula- 
tions and routine 


All faculty and students will wear a special 
military uniform on campus, with insignia denot- 
ing rank. They will belong to special army divi- 
sions and sports teams. 

Non-military faculty will not wear the uni- 
form off-campus. Regular army and pulice « 
ers will be among the faculty. They will help 
the students, who will join regular army | 
during summer vacations. 

The university will provide degree course 
many fields besides military and police scien 
These include: law, basic sciences, arts and 
manities, psychology, political science, Isla 
studies, geography and education. 


The engineering programme includes . 
mechanical, electrical, electronic, chemical, 
logical and architectural specialisations. Ano 
important basic programme will be in ccono 
administrative and legal matters. 


In all, the university will have 26 facu 
There will also be extension programmes, eve 
classes and short technical training programm 


Housing for both students and faculty wi 
provided on campus, together with all the o 
amenities, including a cafeteria to seat § 
students, a library, labs, recreation and sport 
cilities, athletic fields, a laundry, etc. 


A dormitory for femaie students is being r 
ned, just in case the all-male institution eve 
cides to admit women 




















POPULATION PROBLEMS PERPLEX PLANNERS 
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[Article by Ed Vander Berg] 


[Text] 


AMMAN--Jordan’s _ present 
population of about 2.4 mill- 
ion will double in the next 18 
years at the current growth 
rate, recent studies say. This 
growth will put severe strain 
on the country’s ability to 
provide food, services and 
jobs to its inhabitants. 


‘The government has been stud- 
ying this situation at least since 
1975. A report issued at that time 
read, in part, “...an important con- 
sideration is whether, in the face of 
the present and future prospects of 
population growth in Jordan, in- 
creases in GNP may continue to 
realize a decent level of living to the 
common man.” 


Jordan’s population growth rate is 
3.8 per cent--one of the 10 highest 
national rates in the world. The 1976 
Jordan Fertility Survey, the 1979 
census and a report issued in 1981 
by an American study group, the 
Futures Group, clarify the situation 
and show why it is seen as being a 
serious one. 

One reason the figures cause 
concern is that despite recent pro- 
jects and improvements, water is still 
in low supply. Water will be diverted 
soon from agricultural use to 


domestic use. As a consequence, 


food production for the expected _ 


increase in population will be 
nished 

About one third of Jordan’s food 
requirement is imported. At the 
current rate of population growth, 
by the year 2010 two-thirds of 
Jordan’s food supply may need to be 
imported. 

Remittances slowing 


These statistics show how Jordan 
is held hostage to the ‘international 
food production and supply system. 

Fifty-three per cent of the 
country’s population is under 15 
years of age. Schools, which are al- 
ready running a double shift, will 
need to be doubled in 18 years.. 


Gross national product (GNP) per 
Capita was recently estimated at JD 
500 a year. Of the GNP, approxi- 
mately one-third is generated by the 
“natural economy”, one-third by the 
aid of foreign governments and 
one-third by remittances from Jor- 
danians working abroad. Without a 
decrease in the birth rate, Jordan 
cannot expect much of an increase 
in per capita income. 

Remittences will decrease in the 
coming years. Saudi Arabia, for in- 
Stance, cut in half the number of 
new Jordanian workers entering in 
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the years 1980-1981. Kuwait, too is 
reducing Jordanian entries. 


As for professionals, there may be 


~ Cause to hope that the 8,000 medical 


students abroad will be able to find 
work there. Jordan already has a 
surplus of medical doctors. 
Engineers, facing a surplus at home, 
may also need to journey abroad to 
find jobs in or related to their field of 
expertise. 
High mortality 

An interesting statistical profile of 
Jordan can also be observed in the 
Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), which 
is measured by deaths per thousand. 
Jordan’s IMR is about 95 per 
thousand in births spaced less than 
24 months apart. 


In births spaced over 24 months 
apart, the IMR drops by two-thirds, 
to about 33 per thousand. On an 
average, the Maternal Mortality 
Rate (MMR)--deaths per thousand 
associated with all pregnancies- 
-is 5.5 per thousand. This can be. 
compared to the US statistic of 0.03 
per thousand. 

The Jurdan Family Planning and 
Protective Association faces a dif- 
ficult task in reducing fertility. Four 
full-time clinics (one in Irbid, one in 
Zarqa and two in Amman) and 12 
part-time clinics (located in the 























northwest quadrant of Jordan) are 
working quietly to reduce high fer- 
tility in Jordan, which in turn will 
help reduce the IMR and MMR. 

Married women in Jordan (about 
95 per cent of all women in Jordan 
marry) give birth to an average of 
7.2 children each. A recent poll 
which asked 14,000 women abou: 
the desireability of having more 
children found that 55 per cent of 
those questioned did not want any 
more. 
The high family numbers may be 
attributable to a cultural bias of men 
in desiring large families. 

Of the women questioned, 15 per 
cent used modern contraceptives. 
This may be because little or no 
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accurate information and services 
‘vere available. 


More to be done 


The most active of the agencies in 
distributing family planning infor- 
mation is the Royal Medical Service. 
But more can and should be done, if 
Jordan ts to experience a significant 
reduction in the population growth 
rate. 

In May 1981, the Futures Group 
expressed the fear that if the po- 
pulation growth rate stays high, it 
will “seriously deter Jordan’s pro- 
gress.” It noted that development 
planners had drawn up a policy to 
deal wit’: population issues. This 
policy called for steps to distribute 
services and consequently population 
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more evenly around the country; 
better incentives for workers to stay 
in Jordan, and more female partici- 
pation in the labour force. 


Family Planning policy and 
research into “the relationship of 
population growth to productivity 
and standard of living” were also 
seen to be important. 


However, the group said that 
while population factors’ significance 
is realized, the government has not 
yet taken concerted action on that 
realization. 


“Jordan’s rapid population growth 
rate, coupled with a very young age 
structure, will impede progress in the 
economic and social sectors,” the 
American consultants said. 
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BRIEFS 


NCC DEPUTY SPEAKER ELECTED—The National Consultative Council [NCC] met 
today under first deputy speaker Kamal Ad-Dajani. The NCC session was 
attended by Prime Minister Mudar Badran and other ministers. [passage 
omitted] The NCC elected ‘Abd al-Majid Ash-Shuraydah by acclamation as 
second NCC deputy speaker. [Excerpts] [JN281634 Amman Domestic Service 
in Arabic 1600 GMT 28 Feb 83] 
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KUWAIT 


KUWAITI DEPUTY PREMIER COMMENTS ON GCC SESSION 
LD220735 Kuwait KUNA in English 1043 GMT 21 Feb 83 


[Text] Kuwait, 21 Feb (KUNA)--Kuwait deputy premier, Foreign and Information 
Minister Shaykh as-Sabah al-Ahmad has said the GCC ministerial session which 
concluded last night in Riyadh had discussed the Iran-Iraq war and cooper- 
ation agreements between the six GCC member states. 


In a statement to KUNA on arrival here last night, the Kuwaiti diplomat 
said the GCC ministerial session had reviewed the latest flare up of the 
Gulf war and the six GCC foreign ministers reiterated support for goodwill 
offices aimed at putting an end to the 29-month-old war between the two 


Islamic countries, 


The minister said the session regretted Libya's and Syria's support for 
Iran against Iraq and affirmed that this trend runs counter to Arab inter- 
ests, 


The reference was to a statement signed by. Iran, Syria and Libya in Damascus 
last month pledging backing to Iran in the Gulf war and calling for Iran's 
admission to the confrontation and steadfastness front which groups in 
addition to Syria and Libya, South Yemen, Algeria and the PLO. 


The meeting [words indistinct] the GCC sponsored reconciliation between Omen 
and Yemen who have long been at odds over a borders dispute, he added. 
Kuwait, mandated by the GCC, last year hosted reconciliatory talks between 
ranking delegations from Oman and South Yemen. 


Shaykh As-Sabah indicated that the GCC foreign ministers also reviewed the 
situation in the international oil market but it was decided, he added, that 
elaborate discussion be left for the GCC oil ministers. 


The Gulf oil producing countries are widely expected to cut their crude 
prices in view of similar moves by major producing countries such as Britain, 
Norway and Nigeria. 


The minister said the session reviewed the executive measures regarding the 
implementation of the joint economic agreement which is to go into effect as 
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of next month. Recommendations by industry and commerce ministers on 
buttressing inter-GCC cooperation were also discussed, he added. 


The ministerial session tackled aspects of cooperation in security fields 
to ensure the Gulf region's stability and security, he said. 


The discussions included a follow up on the solutions passed by the GCC 


Third Summit of last November in Bahrain and recommendations by specialized 
committees, he added. 
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KUWAIT 


'KUNA' REPORTS ON 23 FEBRUARY NATIONAL ASSEMBLY SESSION TOPICS 


LD232246 Kuwait KUNA in English 1753 GMT 23 Feb 83 


[Text] Kuwait, 23 Feb (KUNA)--Kuwait's National Assembly Wednesday lauded 
Kuwait's courageous and unwavering support for the Arab right and its just 
causes and its perpetual call for an Arab consensus against the Zionist 
expansion and the risks it constitutes to world peace. 


The assembly called on Iraq and Iran to halt bloodshed and adhere to reason- 
ing in compliance with the Islamic Sharia and its teachings in reaching a 
just peace fair to the two parties. 


The Kuwaiti assembly further praised the establishment of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council which rallied the Gulf states and unified their word as regards their 
general policies that are aimed at fulfillment of their joint interests. 


1t-- GCC reaffirmed the reliance of the Gulf states on themselves in establish- 
ing their economic and military might that will preserve the security of the 
Gulf and guarantee the rights of the Arab and Islamic nation aloof of any 
foreign intervention, the assembly said. 


Regarding the stock market question, the assembly called for creation of an 
independent authority to supervise the stock exchange and its administration 
under a disciplined financial and economic order and urged the government to 
revise and amend the company laws to put an end to possible future crisis 
that struck the stock exchange recently. 


The praise and recommendations were contained in the assembly's reply to the 
inaugural address delivered by H. H. the amir to the present session of the 
national assembly. 


On internal security, the assembly called for increase in the intake to the 


police college to cope with the growing security and law and order needs of 
Kuwait and called for effective protection of Kuwaiti diplomats and institu- 


tions abroad. 
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KUWAIT 


BRIEFS 


EXPLOSIVES DISCOVERY DENIED-—-Security sources in Kuwait have denied reports 
that the security authorities had discovered explosives which were to have 
been used for sabotage operations in Kuwait. The sources said the reports 
were groundless. A-report in the London-based AL-HAWADITH magazine said a 
carton of explosives, including grenades, had been found on the sea shore 
and had been detonated by bomb disposal experts at sea. The magazine said 
the carton had dropped out of a cargo being unloaded from an Iranian boat. 
[Text] [(GF201145 Kuwait ARAB TIMES in English 19 Feb 83 p 4] 
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LEBANON 


SALIM ADDRESSES CULTURAL UNION DELECATION 
NC182009 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 1630 GMT 18 Feb 83 


[Text] We will build an army of 60,000 and a frontier guard of 20,000 men 
strong and we will install an electronic belt around all Lebanon so that 
Lebanon will not have its doors wide open as they were in the past. Lebanon 
is occupied and we must deliver it from the yoke of occupation without break- 
ing or dividing it. Lebanon--the 10,452 square kilometers--must be restored 
as it was in every meter and inch. These are some of the features of the 
future state which Foreign Minister Dr Elie Salim outlined in a detailed 

talk with the World Lebanese Cultural Union Council. It was entitled "The 
Real Lebanese Problem, Where We Were and Where We Are Now in Resolving it." 


Among our mistakes in the past, Minister Salim said, is that we regarded 
Lebanon as a small state and expressed few views anc few policies. This 
mistake will not recur now. Lebanon's 3 million people have brough forth 

7 million spread out in various parts of the world occupying sensitive posi- 
tions. We are looking at the world at the end of the 20th century after 
freeing ourselves of fear, hesitation and complexes. Our belief is that our 
homeland is a pioneer and a leading homeland in the Arab world. 


Minister Salim said: The Lebanese people became prominent in all fields, 

in trade, science and tourism but regrettably we have been unable to modern- 
ize the state and the homeland. There have been many affiliations. We built 
homelands for others on our land and at the same time the Lebanese were build- 
ing a Lebanon in Africa, America and in other countries. As of today, all 
our attention will be toward Lebanon alone, otherwise there will be nothing 
left for us. Let us forget the picture of a divided Lebanon, or of a Lebanon 
united with Syria or with Arab unity or with Israel. Let us replace it 

with the picture of Lebanon--the 10,452 square kilometers. This is a trust 


given to us all. 


On the military power, Minister Salim said: We will build an army of 60,000 
and a frontier guard of 20,000 men strong. We will install an electronic 
belt around ali Lebanon so that Lebanon will not have its doors wide open as 
they were in the past. There are now 600,000 aliens. If we tighten the 
screws and apply the law, no voices must be raised in the name of liberties. 
Let these liberties be within the law. Let the rule in Lebanon be, for the 
first time, above freedom. Lebanon is presently occupied. We must deliver 
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it from the yoke of occupation without breaking or dividing it. Let Lebanon 
be the 10,452 square kilometers. Lebanon must be restored as it was in every 
inch and meter. If we want the withdrawal of the Israelis we should ensure 
that Lebanon will not be a platform for Palestinian action. We must assure 
the Syrians that Israel will have no gains from us. If the Palestinian 
resistance leaves our territory we should not attack the camps. We must 
liberate ourselves from the phobia that dominates the Lebanese communities. 


On the political concept of the future state, Minister Salim said: We are 
the only country in the Arab world which can establish a secular culture. 
We will not negotiate over crime. He who seeks to free a criminal from 
prison should take his place. A minister who steals must be hanged. This 
is the image of the future state because if we lost Lebanon the whole world 
will not create for us another homeland. Our responsibilities will be 
historic during the coming 6 years. 


Addressing the expatriates, Minister Salim concluded by saying: We want 
your assistance. Speak for Lebanon and not in the name of a sect, tribe and 
party as we used to during the past 8 years. You are Lebanon's ambassadors. 
Keep your voices high. Be above all parties and sects so that you will be 


for Lebanon. 
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LEBANON 


COLUMNIST DISCUSSES ARAB MISTAKES IN LEBANON 
NC200905 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 0530 GMT 20 Feb 83 


[From the press review] 


[Text] AL-ANWAR columnist Rafiq Khuri says: There is an important admis- 
sion in the secret minutes of the Fes Summit Conference by Minister ‘Abd 
al-Halim Khaddam. The Syrian foreign minister told his Arab counterparts: 
All of us--Lebanese, Syrians, Palestinians and Arabs--made big and fatal 
mistakes in Lebanon. We made a big mistake in not realizing at the time the 
gravity of the continuation of the situation in Lebanon. We did not realize 
that the absence, failure and deactivation of the Lebanese state's establish- 
ments would open the way to many tragic events, including the Israeli occupa- 
tion, 


More than this was said before, during and after the Fes Summit Conference. 
The Lebanese delegations that visited the Arab capitals heard what sug- 
gested that the Arabs had lost Lebanon and that if they were unable to re- 
gain it, they would not oppose any attempt by Lebanon to save itself, nor 
would they impose any conditions on it it. Any solution, whatever its price, 
would be less dangerous than the current situation and the practical frag- 
mentation of Lebanon. 


Rafiq Khuri adds: Regarding Lebanon, the West Bank and the Gaza Strip, the 
Arab countries are still behaving on the basis that the United States can 
impose a clean solution in Lebanon and bring about a just settlement in the 
West Bank and the Gaza Strip without Lebanon and the Arabs paying a difficult 
price to Israel and the United States itself. In other words, the Arab 
countries want to achieve a Soviet solution through U.S. diplomacy, although 
they are impotent to even achieve the U.S. solution through the Soviet mili- 
tary card. This is the real gap [khalal] in the situation and the basic 
reason for the failure of all efforts. The Soviet card needs many aspects 
that do not exist in the Arab situation and the U.S. card needs Arab cards 
and decisions as well as Arab players who know how to play and know the rea- 
sonable price for profit. 


At any rate, Lebanon cannot continue in this situation. Lebanon wants the Arabs 


to stand so that it will emerge and not remain at this impasse. 
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LEBANON 


EMPHASIS IN CURRENT NEGOTIATIONS ON AMERICAN ROLE 
Paris AL-MUSTAQBAL in Arabic No 306, 1 Jan 83 pp 26-67 


[Article by Ghassan Bayram: "Khaldah-Qiryat Shemona Negotiations Have 
Started; Long or chort...Israeli Withdrawal Is the Goal; Another round won 
by the U.S.A.;in a series of rounds it started to resolve the Middle East 
crisis; the Lebanese-Israeli talks about the withdrawal from Lebanon have 
begun after painstaking efforts that AL-MUSTAQBAL followed minute by 
minute."] 


[Text] William Quandt, national security advisor to the former American 
president Jimmy Carter and now a prominent member of the famous "Brookings 
Institution," visited Lebanon in the last few days, and had several meetings 
with officials and political leaders, since he is one of the best known 
specialists in Middle Eastern affairs. Mr Quandt ended his visit to the 
Lebanese capital by a conference he gave at the American University, in 
which he spoke about the middle East crisis from the Lebanese, Arab and 
humanitarian aspects. He also spoke of the role America was willing to 

Dlay in this vital region with respect to Western strategic interests. 

When the time for questions came, the president of the External Affairs 
Committee in the Lebanese Parliament Dr Amin al-Hafiz stood up and asked: 

I want to ask you an old-new question which was, still is and will always be 
the focus around which revolves the future o: the Middle East conflict. To 
what extent is the U.S. capable or willing to exert enough pressure on 
Israel to make her accept the minimum solution which any Arab leader can 
accept without being accused by his people of neglect and betrayal of Arab 


and Palestinian rights? 


With the ease of a knowledgeable and confident man, William Quandt 

replied: "I don't think the U.S. can do much about it." In response to 
another question, Quandt went on to admit in all frankness that "whatever 
American pressure on Israel exists now may totally disappear when 
presidential election time comes." As a matter of fact, these statements 
made by William Quandt in the Lebanese capital in front of a large number of 
select political men, scientists and public officials are not new; this is 

a fact well-known by Arabs and non-Arabs. All through the Arab-Israeli 
conflict, this has been the essence of the differences between the Arabs 

and the United States. Thus it was strange to see King Hussein ask President 
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Reagan this question at the beginning of their meeting... Mr Quandt's 
statements are very important now, because they come at the eve of the 
negotiations between Lebanon and Israel regarding Israel's withdrawal 

from Lebanon in the presence and care of the U.S. as a full partner. It 

is also at a time when Lebanon and the Arab world feel that the only 
pressure on Israel is through the United States, and in other words the only 
hope to force Israel to accept the withdrawal without imposing on Lebanon 

a prohibitive cost Lebanon is unable to pay and face the consequences 
internally and on the Arab front. 


Lebanon's situation with respect to the U.S., in this ordeal, is as they say 
in the famous proverb "you better light a candle than curse the darkness." 

In the dilemma of freeing Lebanon from the Israeli occupation, the American 
role has been presenting itself to Lebanon and the area as being bigger 

than candlelight; however, Lebanon remains in the end without a viable alter- 


native to the American role. 


When President Reagan's special envoy, Philip Habib, was telling Lebanese 
officials that the slight delay and stumbling in achieving the withdrawal 
does not mean failure, and that whoever solved Beirut's problem is capable 
in the end, with some patience, of solving Lebanon's problems, he was 
actually stressing the capability of the American role to rid Lebanon of its 


ordeal and free it from occupation. 


When Lebanon's Foreign Minister, Dr Elie Salem, returned from his last visit 
to Washington, he emphasized President Ronald Reagan's determination to 

end Lebanon's occupation as soon as possible, before spring. It was said 
that the American president wants to speed up the withdrawal negotiations 

and is pushing to reach agreement on the negotiations before he has to face 
the demands of the presidential elections, and before his ability to pressure 
Israel dwindles, as William Quandt expected. 


There appeared recently several indications stressing the American administra- 
tion's insistence that negotiations between Lebanon and Israel commence at any 
cost to America whether this cost is for Lebanon or Israel. 


In all actions, the basis of American concerns in the last two weeks has 
been to stress the opinion that negotiations should start and the rest will 
follow. The first indication of this hurried American position was that 
Israel took up the position that Jerusalem should be the second headquarter 
after Beirut for the negotiations with Lebanon. 


The results of American pressure became apparent when the Israeli government 
withdrew its Jerusalem condition and designated instead of the hold city, 

the settlement of "Qiryat Shemona" as the Israeli headquarter for the 
negotiations. The Israeli retreat from its position on Jerusalem came when 
the American president was forced on two occasions, the first in front of the 
Congress and the second in a press conference, to announce that the United 
States will consider Israeli forces in Lebanon an occupying force if it 
remained in Lebanon and did not withdraw. In Beirut, the American inter- 
pretation characterized President Reagan's speech as a means of exerting 
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strong pressure in that it indirectly implied the threat of American 
sanctions against Israel. Israel understood this warning which threatens 
that Washington may deal with the Israeli military presence in Lebanon in 
the same way it dealt with the Soviet military presence in Afghanistan, 
after having considered the Soviet army an occupying force of Afghanistan. 


The American interpretation of President Reagan's speech also referred to a 
text in the Americ?” Constitution clearly prohibiting occupation of other's 
territories by firce, and allowing the American administration to impose 
economic sanctions or boycotting, as it did with the Russians when it also 
requested from its Western allies to follow suit by imposing similar 


sanctions. 


When Israel announced that it was dropping its condition to have Jerusalem as 
a headquarters for the negotiations, it was considered that this was the 
beginning of the countdown for entering the negotiations between Lebanon and 
Israel. December 24 was set as the first date of negotiations at the 
"Lebanon Beach Hotel" in Khaldah, a southern suburb of Beirut. The Lebanese 
then undertook extensive preparations so that the first session of the 
negotiations could convene at the appointed date. 


On the Israeli front, there were no indications that the negotiations would 
begin on that date. The Israeli media was even hinting at other dates 

until all came to a standstill when Israel demanded as a pre-requisite 

that a Lebanese working paper be prepared to be presented at the negotiating 
table along with the Israeli one. Lebanon refused this condition, or in 
other words refused to fall prey to this Israeli ruse. The Lebanese 
Government then informed Israel, through the American envoy Mr Morris 

Draper, that Lebanon does not intend to prepare an agenda, since its 

demands are clear, i.e. Lebanon wants to liberate and regain its 

territories and establish its authority over them. It is up to Israel to 
prepare a working paper defining its demands and ideas so that Lebanon can 
study it and see what it can agree on and what it must refuse to accept. In 
order to insure that Israel will not go too far in an attempt to lead Lebanon 
into unacceptable positions, the Lebanese Government set out to define 
incontestable issues and basic guidlines, determined by the Cabinet, to 
express Lebanon's demands and its legal rights. Among them are the following: 


1) Evacuation of non-Lebanese and illegitimate forces from Lebanese soil. 


2) Establishing the Government's authority, sovereignty and laws on all 
Lebanese territory. 


3) Increasing the size of the multinational forces, extending its area 
of deployment and incorporating new forces in it. 


4) American assurances within the negotiations framework, especially in 
relation to the withdrawal plan presented by the American envoy, Ambassador 


Philip Habib. 
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5) Withdrawal should take place in two stages, --as suggested by Philip 
Habib--to be completed by 15 February at the latest. 


6) Special international conditions should be worked out, guaranteeing the 
security of neighbouring countries against attacks through Lebanese 


territory. 


On the first day, Israel rejected this Lebanese plan, which it claimed was 
devoid of a clear basis for agreement between them. It did not consider 
these points as suitable grounds for negotiating. When the American envoy 
presented the Israeli point of view in Beirut, he was told that it would 

be impossible for Lebanon to present a working paper for negotiating. How 
can Lebanon do that while it is the victim of invasion? How can Lebanon 
request this or that from Israel for invading and destroying large parts 

of Lebanese territory? So it is up to Israel to prepare an agenda, if it 

so chooses, so that Lebanon knows Israel's demands and how far they will go 
in the talks, thus enabling the Lebanese Government to take position from 
all that. Lebanese officials restated the original point of view saying that 
Lebanoi. did not choose to fight Israel and thus cannot be considered defeated 
and obligated to pay a price for Israel's withdrawal. The war had taken 
place over Lebanese soil between Israel and the Palestinian resistance. If 
Israel has succeeded in forcing the departure of the Liberation Organization 
and the Palestinian Resistance from Lebanon, then in principle this is the big 
price it has to accept. As to the other details concerning Lebanon, they 
can be presented and discussed during the negotiations. 


In response to the Lebanese position, Israel laid down its conditions to 
Start the talks with Lebanon; they are the same conditions made known before 


and summarized as follows: 


1) Israel, which has temporarily dropped its condition to sign a peace treaty 
with Lebanon, feels that the alternative at this stage is to sign an 
agreement to be considered as a treaty of non-belligerence. 


2) This security agreement, to be completed within the frame of the political 
negotiations, imposes specific security arrangements between Lebanon and 
Israel, on a 45 to 50 km depth within Lebanese soil (in the south). Such 
dispositions would define the size of Lebanese armed forces allowed in that 
region and the type of arms they will be permitted to use for the internal 
security (in other words, a symbolic presence of the Lebanese legitimate 


forces). 


3) Israel should be given the right to have military observation centers 
within the Lebanese territory in the south and on the Baruk mountain top, for 
its security and the safeguarding of its land against any offensive attempts, 
securing all military lines which provide contact with the observation 
centers--or what has become known as early-warning stations--. 


4) Enter in negotiations for normalization of economic relations and keeping 
open borders between the two countries. 
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The above Israeli conditions which shocked officials almost brought the 
situation back to square one. Everything came to a stop to the extent that 
one almost thought that Israel was speaking of negotiations it did not 
intend to enter with Lebanon for the present time. This led Lebanon to 
take a position of silence while awaiting the results of American efforts, 
which moved quickly under pressure from two main factors. 


The first is the Lebanese pressure and what Lebanon's situation means at 
present to the United States of America. The second is a new Arab factor 
that appears for the first time in Lebanon and is important in that it stems 
from Saudi Arabia's warning, voiced through its information system, against 
any Lebanese involvement in agreements with Israel, and its cautioning that 
such agreements will certainly lead to the exclusion of Lebanon from the 
Arab League as in the case of Egypt, although recognizing the difficult 
circumstances throught which Lebanon is going. 


This Saudi warning is in effect an Arab red line that Lebanon cannot cross 

in its negotiations with Israel. However, the effect of this Arab position, 
coming at the right time, left its mark on Washington, which expressed 
political fears that this could be the first of a series of other more 
extreme and hard-lined Arab positions, in the event the Israeli position does 
not change--a matter which would threaten to ruin everything and undermine 
all the government's efforts to end the problem of foreign occupation of 
Lebanon as a first step towards peace talks in the region. 


Once again, the effect of American pressure on Israel became apparent when 
after the Israeli Cabinet meeting, it was announced that Israel officially 
agreed to begin talks with Lebanon on Tuesday, 28 December 1982, stressing 
that Israel is not insisting on a peace treaty, and therefore is not 

imposing preconditions, nor is entertaining new ambitions as some Lebanese 
sources claim. When this Israeli announcement was made, all security measures 
were taken around the "Lebanon Beach Hotel" which hosted the first session 

of the negotiations between the Lebanese and Israeli delegation in the 
presence of the American delegation, which both Lebanon and Israel agreed will 
be a full, responsible partner and not merely a mediator. 


It was learned from information leaking from the Israeli Cabinet meeting that 
the Minister of Defense, Ariel Sharon, had been the subject of strong 
accustations by a number of ministers who charged him of being the main 
obstacle for the negotiations with Lebanon--the stumbling block--. This 

had almost led to the breakdown of the talks backed by the U.S.A. This 
Israeli criticism gave the impression that the reason for the delay and 
obstruction is the attitutde of the Minister of Defense action alone. This 
is why it was decided to form a ministerial working committee, headed by 
Begin and of which Sharon and Shamir are members, to follow up and monitor 
the negotiations. The Americans acted to spread that impression among 
various Lebanese circles and the Israeli Cabinet announcements proved that. 
This, however, was contrary to the well-known fact since all implications which 
complicated the situation, and nearly blew up the negotiations plan were 
talked about and publicized by Israeli official sources and the news media 
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even though the Minister of Defense Ariel Sharon had played the main role 
there, leading to the Israeli criticism. This has prompted Sharon to 
circulate news of meetings he held with Lebanese officials in Beirut, 
claiming afterwards that he had a document of agreement from the Lebanese 
accepting Israel's conditions, even though none of that had taken place. 


Despite the fact that the basic Israeli position remained unchanged, 
without indications of any concessions, American pressure succeeded this 
time in stipulating that negotiations should begin without prior conditions 
since, as the Americans said at the negotiating table, talk is more 

fruitful and beneficial than constant arguing about positions and conditions 
and contradicting demands in the newspapers and the information media. 


Thus, in compliance with American wishes meant in the first place to save the 
face of American initiative, the Lebanese-Israeli negotiations began on 
Tuesday without any previous agreement. This had never happened before in 
similar negotiations or between two countries, which led many to fear that 
the Tuesday meeting would be the first and last, or at best the beginning of 
endless negotiations, lengthy and only similar to the Vietnam negotiations. 
What caused the pessimists to adhere to and repeat this belief is that the 
first session was dedicated to a discussion about the definition of 

Israel's concept of the security arrangements it requires within the 
framework of its political talks with Lebanon. It is feared that the 
discussion about the definition of Israel's concept of security arrangements 
may be lengthy and that this may constitute a new and important milestone 

for the credibility and influence of the American role, whose concern was that 
negotiations should begin and afterwards "everything in its time." 


Up until the moment when all the delegations entered the first conference 
meeting at "Lebanon Beach Hotel" last Tuesday, the problem was not between 
the U.S.A. and Lebanon, but between the U.S.A. and Israel: Lebanon had 
entered the negotiations propelled by basic positions that the Americans cannot 
find fault with; i.e., a unified and cohesive Lebanese front with no position 
taken at the negotiating table that could cause Lebanese internal conflict: 
second, Lebanon's refusal to take any position contrary to the general Arab 
stand within the frame of the Arab League and its resolutions, especially 

the latest decisions at the Fez conference. 


To consecrate these stands into the Lebanese policy, the Lebanese position 
came to assert the American role as a partner since it is the only means of 
pressure on Israel i. these difficult and tedious negotiations which no 

one is able to predict the date of their completion. 


In the final analysis, America has the last word. 


12284 
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LEBANON 





MULTINATIONAL FORCES EXPECTED TO BE ENLARGED 
NC210846 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 0530 GMT 21 Feb 83 


[Text] Informed sources have pointed out that the Lebanese Government's 
decision on Greater Beirut has had a great effect with regard to expand- 
ing the multinational forces now operating in Beirut. 


The sources revealed that Lebanon had asked the states participating in 
the multinational forces to increase their contingents preparatory to ex- 
panding the area under the control of the Lebanese state. Lebanon has re- 
ceived replies to the effect that these states have no objections in prin- 
ciple, but that it is too early to decide on this because these states are 
watching the Lebanese authorities’ actions and determination to expand the 
area under Lebanon's control. 


According to these sources, Lebanon expects the states participating in the 
multinational forces to make a decision on increasing their contingents 
now that the army has been deployed in Greater Beirut because this is a 
clear indication that the Lebanese Government is determined to expand its 
control throughout all Lebanese territory once the withdrawals, for the 
achievement of which Lebanon is working in the negotiations, take place. 
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LEBANON 


UNIFIL UNITS’ OPERATIONS AREAS REAPPORTIONED 
NC210858 Beirut Domestic Service in Arabic 0531 GMT 21 Feb 83 
[Text] The UNIFIL Command in Southern Lebanon has reapportioned the oper- 


ations areas of its contingents, despite the bad weather conditions, as 
follows: 





The Norwegian contingent in the eastern sector of Shab'a up to the eastern 
bank of the Litani River; the Finnish contingent from At-Tayyibah to Burj 
Qallawiyah and (Arjun); the Senegalese contingent from (Dar Drayya) to 
"Abbasiyah; the Ghanaian contingent from Shaqra to Tulin; the Irish con- 
tingent from Bayt Yahun to (Ash-Shihabiyah); the French contingent from 
Jwayya to (Baslay); the Fijian contingent from Qana to the coastline south 
of Tyre. As for the Netherlands contingent, its area of operations remains 
unchanged——from (Haris to Al-Qulaylah. 


The military police responsible for guarding the general headquarters in 
An-Naqurah now consists of the contingents operating in the central and 
eastern sectors. In addition to members of the Swedish and Italian con- 
tingents in An-Naqurah. 


The new reapportionment has decreased the area under the Senegalese contin- 
gent's control, transferred the French contingent from Burj Qallawiyah and 
expanded the areas under the control of the other contingents following the 
withdrawal of the Nigerians from the central sector and the earlier with- 
drawal of the Nepalese contingent from the eastern sector. 
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LEBANON 


PROSECUTOR DISCUSSES MASSACRE INQUIRY REPORT 
NC201501 Paris AFP in English 1430 GMT 20 Feb 83 


[Text] Beirut, 20 Feb (AFP)--The official Lebanese inquiry into the Septem- 
ber Palesti .ian camp massacres will be completed in six weexs' time but it 
remains uncertain whether the report will be made public. 


Military Prosecutor As'ad Jirmanus, appointed by President Amin al-Jumayyil 
to head the Lebanese investigation last September, told MONDAY MORNING, an 
English language weekly, that his report would be ready in a month and a 
half. 


But he added: "My job is to complete tte inquiry. It is up to the Lebanese 
Government to decide whether or not to make it public." 


Completion of the official Israeli report earlier this month had renewed 
interest in the progress of Lebanon's own report, ordered 24 September in 
the wake of killings in the Beirut camps of Sabra and Shatila. 


Analysts speculated the Lebanese report might never be released because its 
results could refuel factional hatreds and prove embarrassing to President 
al-Jumayyil. 


Christian Phalangist militia, once headed by the president's late brother 
Bashir, have been widely held responsible for the killings. 


But Mr Jirmanus praised President al-Jumayyil for ordering the inquiry and 
rejected comparisons with the Israeli commission. 


"Remember the difficulties we had on 24 September," he was quoted as saying. 
"The smoke was still there, we were walking in mud, but we still made a pre- 


liminary inquiry. 


"Let them stop comparing us with other inquiry commissions who sat behind 
their desks and had all the means at their disposal," he continued. "Let 
them give us more time." 


He said once the report was completed, the names of all dead, their nation- 
alities, sex and age would be reported. 
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The military prosecutor also said he knew the identity of the author of the 
4 February attack against a Palestinian research center [word indistinct] 
which left 22 dead and 136 wounded. 


"We now have enough evidence pertaining to the car used and the man who 
placed it and we are looking for him," he said. "When I arrest him, he 
will tell me if the Israelis were or were not behind the bomb." 


He added that the bomb attack was the "work of an intelligence service, not 
the work of an amateur or any single individual or any small group." 


Mr Jirmanus accused "foreigners" and "Lebanese associated with those 
foreigners" for being behind most of the attacks that have shaken the 
country in the past eight years. 
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LEBANON 


BRIEFS 


PLO REPLACEMENT REPORTED--The Central News Agency reports that the Letanese 
Government has information about a Syrian trend to withdraw the armed 
Palestinians from Al-Biiqa' and the north and to replace them with thousands 
of armed Iranians. The Central News Agency says that great numbers of 
Iranians are flowing into Syria daily for this purpose. [Text] [NC141728 
(Clandestine) Radio Free Lebanon in Arabic 1645 GMT 14 Feb 83] 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


COMPARISON OF PNC STATEMENT 
PM281431 Algiers ALH-SHA'B in Arabic 23 Feb 83 p 5 


[This is the Political Statement issued on 22 February at the concluding 
session of the Palestine National Council (PNC) in Algiers 


[Text] The Palestinian National Political Statement 


The Palestine National Council [PNC] held its 16ch session 14-22 February 1983 
in the land of revolution, sacrifice and dignity, heroic Algeria, in the 
presence of his excellency President Chadli Bendjedid, president of the 
democratic and popular Republic of Algeria, and a number of his brother of- 
ficials of the government, the National Liberation Front and the People's 
National Assembly. Brother President Chadli Bendjedid delivered a speech at 
the opening session in which he praised the Palestinian Arab people's strug- 
gle and underlined the uniqueness of the Palestinian revolution in the Arab 
and World Liberation Movement. He recalled images of the stands of the tri- 
umphant Algerian revolution and proclaimed the Algerian people's, govern- 
ment's and party’s stand on the side of the Palestinian revolution and their 
firm backing for the Palestinian people's struggle until their objectives in 
victory, return and liberation are achieved. 


Those who participated in the PNC meetings included more than 120 parlia- 
mentary, government and party delegations from sisterly Arab countries, world 
countries and national liberation movements. These delegations contributed 
warm speeches expressing their support for the Palestinian people's struggle, 
their just cause and their revolution under the leadership of Brother Yasir 
"Arafat, chairman of the PLO Executive Committee and commander in chief of 
the Palestinian Revolution Forces. 


A large number of observer-members among sons of the Palestinian people 
from various Palestinian communities who represent these communities in the 
various fields of struggle and action also attended the PNC meeting and 


participated in its work. 


Prolonged discussions and deliberations took place in the PNC over the topics 
on the agenda dealing with political, organization, financial, social and 
information subjects. The deliberations were held in a democratic atmosphere 
and were characterized by a high spirit of appreciation of the seriousness 
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of the present stage, by a sense of responsibility and by care for the future 
of the Palestinian revolution. 


The speeches delivered and the discussions held have proved that the holding 
of the PNC in the present circumstances has been of particular political im- 
portance in view of its significance in affirming the revolution's progress 
on the road of armed struggle and political action in order to achieve its 
objectives of victory and liberation and in confirming Palestinian, Arab 
and world popular rallying around the revolution. And also in view of the 
fact that the nature of the discussions and the final resolutions have ex- 
pressed an insistence on the unity of the Palestinian revolution and ad- 
herence to the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of the Palestinian 
people, the organizational framework of its unified institutions and its 
revolutionary action and independent and free will. 


All the speeches and debates, including speeches by Arab and foreign delega- 
tions, have praised our people's heroism in the face of the Zionist invasion 
of Lebanon and throughout the Palestinian-Israeli war that lasted 88 days, 
thus becoming the longest war in the history of the Arab-Zionist conflict. 
The joint forces in the south, the mountains and Al-Biqa' fought heroically 
in the face of the entire Israeli war machine, enhanced by the latest U.S. 
weapons. The siege of Beirut was the climax of this war in that the de- 
fenders withstood the Israeli invasion, which was fully backed by the United 
States, in a manner seldom witnessed in our present age. The Palestinian, 
Lebanese and Syrian fighters showed in this unequal war a high degree of 
capability and courage, thus confirming the collapse of the myth of the 
invincible Zionist army and proving that defeating the enemy is possible 
given a strong will and firm political resolve. 


The Zionist massacres in Sabra and Shatila and elsewhere were merely an ex- 
pression of the U.S.-Zionist collusion to intimidate and disperse our people 
and revealed the truth about the aggressive and racist character of the 
Zionist entity and its Nazi methods and means. 


The Council also dwelt on the situation in the occupied areas and the great 
steadfastness evident in the continuing uprisings and heroic military oper- 
ations against the occupation forces and the policy of eviction, of uproot- 
ing people from the land and of settlements, mass arrests, attack on the holy 
places and attempts to strike at national institutions. The Council ex- 
pressed high appreciation for our Palestinian people's patriotic stand 
throughout the occupied territory in the Galilee, the Negev, the West Bank, 
Gaza, Jerusalem and the Golan, a stand that shows that our people are 
rallied around our nationalist objectives of liberating our occupied land, 
the return of our people, the people's right to self-determination, and 

the establishment of an independent state on their national soil under the 


PLO leadership. 


The heroic struggle during the war in Lebanon and in the occupied territory 
has won our people greater support and backing, strengthened the PLO''s 
position on all Arab and international levels, further isolated the Zionist 
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entity and further exposed the U.S. hostility toward our people and nation. 
Despite the attempts by the United States to exploit the fruits of the war 

in the interest of plans and schemes to dominate the area and liquidate our 
people’s national cause, our revolution, which has emerged from these battles 
while maintaining its strength and unity, affirms its determinationk together 
with all the Arab masses, to confront and abort all these attempts. 


Proceeding from the PNC Charter and political program and the resolutions 
of the previous PNC's, the PNC has adopted the following resolutions. 


I. On the Palestinian Level: 


1. Palestinian National Unity: 


The battle of steadfastness of heroism in Lebanon and Beirut epitomizes 
Palestinian national unity in its best form. Out of this leading Palestinian 
experience, the PNC affirms the need to bolster national unity among the 
revolution's detachments within the framework of the PLO and to exert efforts 
to improve organizational relations in all PLO institutions and bodies on the 
basis of forward action and collective leadership, and on the basis of the 
organizational and political program endorsed by the 14th PNC session. 


Independent Palestinian Decision: 


The PNC affirms continued adherence to independent Palestinian decisionmaking, 
its protection, and the resisting of all pressures from whatever source to 
detract from this independence. 


Palestinian Armed Struggle: 


The PNC affirms the need to develop and escalate the armed struggle against 
the Zionist enemy. It affirms the right of the Palestine revolution forces 
to carry out military action against the Zionist enemy from all Arab fronts. 
It also affirms the need to unify the forces of the Palestine revolution 
within the framework of a single National Liberation Army. 


2. The Occupied Homeland: 


The PNC salutes our steadfast masses in the occupied territory in the face of 
the occupation, colonization, and uprooting. It also salutes their compre- 
hensive national unity and their complete rallying around the PLO, the sole 
legitimate representative of the Palestinian people, both internally and 
externally. The PNC condemns and denounces all the suspect Israeli and 
American attempts to strike at Palestinian national unanimity and calls on 
the masses of our people to resist them. 


3. The PNC affirms the need to bolster the unity of national, social, trade 
union, and popular organizations and to work for the revival and development 


of the national front internally. 
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4. The PNC affirms the need to intensify efforts to bolster the steadfastness 
of our people inside the occupied homeland and to provide them with all the 
requisites for this steadfastness in order to end forced emigration, to pro- 
tect the land, and to develop the national econony. 


5. The National Council salutes the steadfastness of its people living in 
the areas occupied in 1948 [applause] and is proud of their struggle, in the 
face of racist Zionism, to assert their national identity, it being an in- 
divible part of the Palestinian people. The Council asserts the need to 
provide all the means of backing for them so as to consolidate their unity 
and that of their national forces. 


6. The council conveys greeting of appreciation and pride to the prisoners 
and the detainees in the jails of the enemy [applause] inside the occupied 
homeland and in southern Lebanon. 


II. Our Dispersed People: 


The PNC asserts the need to mobilize the resources of our people wherever 

they reside outside our occupied land and to consolidate their rallying around 
the PLO as the sole legitimate representative of our people. It recommends 
to the Executive Committee to work to preserve the social and economic inter- 
ests of Palestinians and to defend their gained rights and their basic liber- 


ties and security. [applause] 
Contacts With Jewish Forces: 


In affirming resolution No 14 of the political declaration of the PNC at its 
13th session on 12 March 1977, the PNC calls on the Executive Committee to 
study movement within this framework in line with the interest of the cause 
of Palestine and the Palestinian national interest. [applause] 


On the Arab Level: 


Arab Relations: 


Deepening cohesion between the Palestinian revolution and the Arab national 
liberation movement throughout the Arab homeland so as to effectively stand 
up to the imperialist and Zionist plots and liquidation plans, particularly 
the Camp David accords and the Reagan plan [applause] and also ending the 
Zionist occupation of the occupied Arab land, relations between the PLO and 
the Arab states shall be based on the following: 


A. Commitment to the causes of the Arab struggle, first and foremost the 
cause of and struggle for Palestine. 


B. Adherence to the rights of the Palestinian people, including their right 
to return, seif-determination, and the establishment of their own independent 
state under the leadership of the PLO--rights that were confirmed by the 
resolutions of the Arab summit conferences. 


116 























C. Adherence to the question of sole representation and national unity and 
respect for national and independent Palestinian decisionmaking. 


D. Rejection of all schemes aimed at harming the right of the PLO to be the 
sole representative of the Palestinian people through any formula such as 
assigning powers, acting on its behalf, or sharing its right of representa- 


tion. [applause] 





E. The PNC calls for strengthening Arab solidarity on the basis ot the 
resolutions of Arab summit conferences and in light of the aforementioned 


bases. 
The Resolutions on the Fes Summit: 


The Arab Peace Plan: 


The PNC considers the Fes summit resolutions as the minimum for political 
moves by the Arab states, moves which must complement military actions with 
all its requirements for adjusting the balance of forces in favor of the 
struggle and Palestinian and Arab rights. The council, in understanding 
these resolutions, affirms it is not in conflict with the commitment to the 
political program and the resolutions of the National council. 


Jordan: 


Emphasizing the special and distinctive relations linking the Jordanian and 
Palestinian peoples and the need for action to develop them in harmony with 
the national interest of the two peoples and the Arab nation, and in order 

to realize the established rights of the Palestinian people, including their 
right to return, to self-determination and to establish an independent state; 
adhering to the PNC resolutions on relations with Jordan and proceeding from 
the premise that the PLO is the sole legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people, both inside and outside the occupied land, the PNC 

deems that future relations with Jordan should be founded on the basis of a 
confederation between two independent states. [loud applause] 


Lebanon: 


1. Deepening relations with the Lebanese people and their National Forces 
[applause] and extending support and backing to them in their valiant strug- 
gle to resist the Zionist occupation and its instruments. 


2. At the forefront of the current missions of the Palestinian revolution 

will be participation with the Lebanese masses and their National and demo- 

cratic forces in the fight against and the ending of Zionist occupation. . 
[applause ] 


3. The council invites the Executive Committee to work for holding talks 
between the PLO and the Lebanese Government in order to ensure the security 
and safety of Palestinian nationals residing in Lebanon and to guarantee 
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their rights to residence, movement, work, and freedom of political and 
social activity. 


4. Working for an end to the politically motivated mass and individual ar- 
rests of detainees in the jails of the Lebanese authorities and for their 


release. 
Relations With Syria: 


Relations with sister Syria are based on the resolutions of successive PNC 
sessions which confirm the importance of the strategic relationship between 
the PLO and Syria [applause] in the service of the nationalist and pan-Arab 
interests of struggle and in order to confront the imperialist and the 
Zionist enemy, in light of the PLO's and Syria's constituting the vanguard 
in the face of the common danger. 


The Steadfastness and Confrontation Frort: 


The PNC entrusts the PLO Executive Committee to have talks with the sides 
of the pan-Arab Steadfastness and Confrontation Front to discuss how it 
should be revived anew on sound, clear, and effective foundations, working 
from the premise that the front was not at the level of the tasks requested 
cf it during the Zionist invasion of Lebanon. [applause] 


Egypt: 


The PNC confirms its rejection of the Camp David accords and the autonomy 
and civil administration's plans linked to them. From the premise of the 
firm belief in the role of Egypt and its great people [applause] in Arab 
struggle, the council confirms that it stands by the struggle of the Egyptian 
people and their nationalist forces to end the Camp David policy so that 
Egypt may return to its position of struggle in the heart of our Arab nation. 
The council calls on the Executive Committee to develop PLO relations with 
Egyptian nationalist, democratic, and popular forces struggling against moves 
to normalize relations with the Zionist enemy in all their forms, considering 
that this expresses the basic interests of the Arab nation and consolidates 
the struggle of our Palestinian people for their national rights. The coun- 
cil calls on the Executive Committee to define relations with the Egyptian 
regime on the basis of its abandoning the Camp David policy. [applause] 


The Iranian-Iraqi War: 


The PNC admires the efforts which have been exerted by the PLO Executive Conm- 
mittee to end the Iraqi-Iranian war through the two committees of the non- 
aligned states and the Muslim states. The council calls on the Executive 
Committee to persist in these efforts so as to end this war now that Iraq 

has announced the withdrawal of its forces from Iranian territory in response 
to the appeal of the Palestinian revolution [applause] and to mass all ener- 
gies for the battle of the liberation of Palestine. 
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On the International Level: 


Brezhnev's Plan: 


the PNC expresses its appreciation and support for the proposals contained 
in President Brezhnev's plan of 16 September 1982 which asserts the estab- 
lished national rights of our people, including the right to return and the 
right to self-determination and to set up the independent Palestinian state 
under the leadership of the PLO, this people's sole legitimate representa- 
tive. It also expresses its appreciation of the stands of the socialist 
community states toward the just cause of our people, which is underlined 
in the Prague statement of 3 January 1983 on the Middle East situation. 


Reagan's Plan: 


Reagan's plan, in style [fi nahjihi] and content, does not respect the 
established national rights of the Palestinian people since it denies the 
right of return and self-determination and the setting up of the independent 
Palestinian state and also the PLO--the sole legitimate representative of 
the Palestinian people--and since it contradicts international legality. 
Therefore, the PNC rejects the considering of this plan [applause] [rafd 
i‘tibarihi asasan salihan lil-hal al-'adil wa-adda'imi liqadiya filistin 
wa-lisira’ al-‘arabi as-suhuni] as a sound basis for the just and lasting 
solution of the cause of the Palestine and the Arab-Zionist conflict. 


III. International Relations: 


1. Developing and deepening relations of alliance and friendship between the 
PLO and the socialist states, led by the Soviet Union [applause], and all 
anti-imperialist, anti-Zionist, anticolonialist, and antiracist liberation 


and progressive forces in the world. 


2. Deepening relations with the nonaligned states and the Islamic and 
African states for the sake of the cause of Palestine and the other liberation 


causes. 


3. Strengthening relations with friendly states in Latin America and working 
to widen the circle of friends in the area. 


4. The intensification of political action with the West European states and 
Japan with a view to developing their stances and widening the recognition of 
the PLO and the right of the Palestinian people to establish an independent 
Palestinian state. The PNC salutes all anti-imperialist, anti-Zionist, and 
antiracist democratic and progressive forces in the states of West Europe 

and all capitalist states, the latter being a fundamental ally in those 
countries. It calls on the Executive Committee to act jointly with these 
forces so that their states recognize the inalienable national rights of the 


Palestinian people and the PLO. 


5. Continuing the struggle to isolate the Zionist state in the United Nations 
and in other forums. 
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6. Standing up to U.S. imperialism and its policy by regarding it as the 
leader of the camp which is hostile to our just issue and the issues of the 


struggling peoples. 


7. The council affirms the importance of continuing the struggle against 
the policy of racial discrimination still being practiced by many regimes, 
particularly South Africa, which maintains the best of relations with the 


Zionist enemy. 


The council salutes the struggle of the people of Namibia, under the leader- 
ship of SWAPO, for freedom and independence. [applause] The council also 
salutes the struggle of the peoples of South Africa against racism and dis- 
crimination and oppression. [applause] 


8. The PNC strongly denounces terrorism and international terrorism, in 
particular official American and Israeli terrorism, which is organized against 
the Palestinian people and the PLO, the people of Lebanon, the Arab nation, 
and the rest of the liberation movements in the world. [applause] 


9. The National Council affirms its adherence to the principles and the 
Charter of the United Nations and its resolutions which affirm the inalienable 
and indisposable national rights of the Palestinian people to establish a 
just and comprehensive peace in the Middle East and the right of all peoples 
subject to occupation to exercise all forms of struggle for the sake of ach- 
ieving liberation and national independence. 


The council also stresses its firm condemnation of all imperialist and 
Israeli practices which violate international legality, the International 
Declaration of Human Rights, and the principles and Charter of the United 
Nations and its resolutions. 


10. The PNC appreciates the activities and achievements of the UN special 
committee concerned with enabling the Palestinian people to exercise their 
inalienable rights to Palestine. It greets the efforts of its members, and 
in particular the UN General Assembly resolution calling for an international 
conference in the summer of 1983 to support the Palestinian people so that 
they realize their inalienable rights. The council also appreciates the 
achievements of the special secretariat for an international conference at 
the United Nations to prepare and pave the way for the success of this con- 
ference. It urges all fraternal Arab states and friendly states to take part 
effectively in the work of the conference and also in the preparatory re- 
gional meetings in order to guarantee the succees of such an important con- 


ference. 


Finally, the council thanks Algeria with deep warmth and appreciation [loud 
applause]—the president, government, party, and people--for hosting the 
council and its guests, for its great concern with ensuring its success, for 
the efforts exerted for coverage of its activities by the information media, 
for providing conditions permitting the smooth running of its debates, for 
guaranteeing its security, and for the tranquility of its members and guests. 
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The council extends special thanks to the militant brother, President Chadli 
Bendjedid [applause], president of the republic and secretary general of its 
party, particularly for the official stand he announced regarding the inde- 
pendence of the Palestinian decision, the readiness of Algeria to support 
this decision, and to continue to support and back the Palestinian struggle 
until the achievement of victory and the setting up of the independent 
Palestinian state. [applause] 


The council expresses thanks and appreciation to all the official and popular 
delegations which took part in the work of our council and announced their 
support and backing for the PLO and the cause of the Palestinian people. 

This international support for our revolution is without doubt a basic element 
of the success of our march, with which free people prove their solidarity 

in the face of the common enemy--represented in imperialism and Zionism-- 
and for the freedom of peoples, their independence and progress. As for 

our brothers in the Arab delegation which have taken part in our council, 

we thank them in particular for their moving role in the Arab arena in order 
to create better conditions in support of our struggle and to confront the 
plans of the enemy. [applause] 


We extend special greetings to the UN special committee which follows Israel's 
violations of human rights against Palestinians in the occupied land. [ap- 
plause] The PNC promises the Palestinian and Arab masses and the forces of 
struggle and liberation throughout the world to continue the struggie in all 
its military and political forms toward the achievement of the objectives of 
our people. It believes that this Palestinian, Arab, and international co- 
hesion, seen in this council as an effective weapon among the weapons of 
support and solidarity among peoples, must have results in reaching the de- 
sired objectives. The triumph of peoples will undoubtedly be achieved, and 
the solidarity of peace-loving peoples is a oeaweneee of which we are proud 


and to which we cling. 


The National Council greets all the masses of our heroic people, inside and 
outside the homeland, and also our brave fighters, who have preserved the 
honor of their revolution, arms, and nation [applause], the souls of all the 
martyrs of our Palestinian and Lebanese people who soaked with blood the soil 
of the homeland and who have proved that the cause of freedom in our land 


will not die. 


The PNC greets the brothers in the Syrian forces [applause] who took part 
with us in the heroic battle in Beirut and other regions, as well as their 


revered martyrs. 


The council addresses greetings and appreciation to all the Arab, Muslim, and 
friendly volunteers who rose to contribute with the joint Palestinian-Lebanese 
forces in the battles of Beirut and Lebanon, and we greet their heroic 
martyrs. The National Council appreciates all the countries and friendly 

and fraternal forces which provided support in the form of arms, money, 
military effort, training, and equipment, foremost the Arab and Islamic 
countries, the nonaligned and African states, and the socialist countries. 


[applause] 
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Long live the victorious Palestinian revolution! Long live the PLO, frame- 
work of the unity of our people and the leader of its struggle! Long live 
the unity of the struggle of our Arab peoples and the peoples of the world 
for freedom, national independence, and the defeat of imperialism, racisn, 
and Zionism! Glory and eternal life for our revered martyrs! Revolution 


until victory! [applause] 


CSO: 4400/213 
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PALESTINIAN AFFAIRS 


STATUS OF PALESTINIANS, DEMOGRAPHY DISCUSSED 
Palestine Question 
Kuwait AL-'ARABI in Arabic No 290,Jan 83 pp 43-46 


[Article by Jamil Matar] 


[Text] The literature on the Palestine question abounds with proposals that 
debate and follow its course at international gatherings and arenas. It 
appears from a review of much that has been published on the subject that defi- 
nite convictions have been formed concerning the main dimensions of the ques- 
tion and its international fate. What this short article suggests may conflict 
with some of these convictions. I hope that debate will produce something that 
may be useful in correcting the course of the Palestine question in the inter- 
national and Arab fields. 


Obvious Confusion 


There is obvious confusion in most of the literature on the course of the Pal- 
estine question concerning the position of "Palestine" on the Palestine ques- 
tion. This confusion derives from the confusion actually existing in interna- 
tional circles. The result is a practical freezing of the subject of "Pales- 
tine" and a tying up of what the diplomacy of the international circles has 
come to know about the Palestine question. Whether this confusion is deliber- 
ate or the Arab or international circumstances produced it, it is to blame [in 
the end for a certain recidivism] and the tragic results we are now experienc- 


ing. 


It is difficult to know where to begin. There is no doubt that a mixture of 
events and developments contributed to its origin and progress, for it is a 
well-known fact that the Arab region, unlike any other inhabited or geographic 
region in the world, forms a regional ethnic system created by a network of in- 
teractions that preceded the independence of the member states of this system. 
The region was long unified in its subjection first to Ottoman rule then to 
European colonial rule. A national movement arose that did not recognize the 
colonial political borders. Colonialism worked with the Arab national move- 
ments in different ways. One of them concentrated on the characteristics of 
each movement and isolated it within the legal international political borders. 
This pattern was followed in the various Arab regions, especially in Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, and with the movements in North Africa. As for the second method, 
they reserved it for the Palestine national movement where they worked from the 
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beginning to "Arabicize" the issue of Palestinian national independence by en- 
couraging it to participate in Arab governments and parties at conferences and 
talks on a Palestinian future. 


The situation that prevailed in the Arab world before most of the states gained 
their independence and the methods used by the European colonialists resulted 
in two very important things. One, a strong link was created between the Arab 
national movement and the issue of Palestinian independence. At the same time 
both the independent and dependent Arab governments developed a special inter- 
est in continuing to intervene in the issue. Two, the issue of Palestinian 
independence became complicated by this link because of the conflict of inter- 
ests of the Arab governments and because of their continued submission in one 
form or another to the colonialist states so that the issue of Palestinian 
independence arose and developed as a peculiar issue among the liberation is- 
sues in the Third World. This peculiarity assumed many guises and was respon- 
sible for the acquisition of distinct characteristics that have had the most 
profound effects on Arab and international orientations to this very day. 


The issue of Palestinian national independence is one in which the desires of 
the parties concerned are more numerous than in any other issue. Indeed, it 
is an issue in which the basic desire occupied a relatively smaller place than 
the rest of the desires affecting it. Second, the diversity of desires at one 
time or another led to the involvement of other international circles in it. 
Third, by Arabicizing the issue of Palestinian national independence, the 
Zionist party appeared before the world as weak and cheated when facing numer- 
our parties. Fourth, the Arab national movement found scope for work in the 
matter of Palestinian national independence and an opportunity to spread and 
deepen its thought among the Arab masses. Fifth, the Arab governments found 
in this orientation of the national movement something to divert it from them- 
selves, in fact, an opportunity to go along with it in order to express a lack 
of conflict between the policies of the ruling Arab regimes and the most im- 
portant premises of the national movement, i.e., support for Palestine. 


It was against this background that the coupling (of issues) took place in the 
course of the Palestine question. This coupling was at the expense of Palestine, 
for the Arab "governmental" participation that was regional or collective 
placed the question formally on the same level with [other] international 
issues differing in their confrontational dimensions. It thereby weakened the 
logic of the Palestine question as a question of people subjected to colonial- 
ism and striving for liberation and independence. This is the logic of all the 
liberation issues in the Third World. Similarly, the Arab states’ assuming re- 
sponsibility for Palestine through its League led directly and indirectly to 
the adoption of ways and means of treating the issue that differ from the ways 
and means with which the policies of national liberation are familiar. It also 
led to the issue's estrangement at important stages from its native leadership 
and to a weakening and paralysis of patriotic actions and reactions within 
Palestine. Consequently, the Palestine question lost the quality of national 
liberation and definitions of it proliferated. Significantly, it is one of the 
Signs that the Palestine question acquired a special character, indeed it may 
be one of the signs of the special quality of the Arab homeland, and in general 
it is not Palestine alone that became partitioned between Palestinian and Jew, 
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rather the “Palestine question" itself also became partitioned between Arab 
and Arab as a result of the well-known international and Arab situation. Then 
when the question became part of the legitimacy of the ruling regimes in the 
Arab homeland, the "Palestine question" became more important than Palestine 
because concern over Palestine demanded a mobilization of forces beyond the 
ability of most Arab governments to sustain in facing the results of such mobil- 
ization. While concern over the Palestine question did not demand, and still 
does not demand, anything more than diplomatic effort, serious or unserious 
activity in Arab and international circles, and a worldwide network of rela- 
tions. Moreover, concern over the question provides a certain amount of in- 
ternal legitimacy and contributes to the activity of the political and ideo- 
logical balances and alliances with the Arab regional system. Therefore, the 
question was divided up among the Arabs in the sense that a competition took 
place among the Arab parties over which of them is more capable of pulling the 
question in a certain international direction or over control of its national 
and international paths and over the ideological and political activities of 
the Palestinian leaders. Our present reality clearly shows that "Palestine" 
was the only loser in the process of separating it from what is called the 
"Palestine question." 


The indifference to the dispute over the names in this matter is important in 
itself, for the Palestine question in the context of national liberation issues 
differs in almost every respect from the "Palestine question" in the general 
sense of the Arab and international course of the "Palestine question." Both 
of them are different from what is meant by the Arab-Israeli (American) strug- 
gle. The Arab-Israeli struggle is in truth the struggle of one of its two 
parties--the pan-Arab system with everything this system has in the way of 
formative elements and components even if they have appeared to be conflicting. 
The other party is that superpower whose identity and responsibility we Arabs 
do not vish even now to disclose. It is the power that benefits most from the 
absence of a solution to the Palestinian independence problem, i.e., it is the 
power that benefits most from the course of the Palestine question and from 
expansion of the sphere of the Arab-Israeli struggle to the maximum degree 
possible, thereby influencing the course of all the events in the Arab national 
system in order to fragment and then scatter it about. 


It was necessary, therefore, that another aspect of the Arab-American struggle 
be found, i.e., the "Palestine question," for admission of the existence of an 
Arab-Israeli (American) struggle requires the Arab side in this struggle to 
identify this fearful power that controls, or tries to control, the region 
through Israel and acknowledge that it is a party to this struggle, i.e., that 
it is threatened with danger and, consequently, it is preparing to confront 

this danger. In that case, acknowledgment of the greater struggle would de- 
mand a different way of looking at things, in fact, one conflicting with the 
present way. Insisting that the current international difficulty in the Middle 
East is the "Palestine question” is to excuse the members of the Arab side 

from confronting the reality and the danger and allowing these members to calmly 
play the role of supporting the "Palestine question" without having to deal with 
the "liberation of Palestine" or the greater Arab-Israeli (American) struggle. 
We therefore see, for example, that in most cases when an Arab member of the 


125 

















Arab national system is exposed to an Israeli attack or intransigence or to an 
American insult, this member is even more insistent on supporting the "Pales- 
tine question," i.e., supporting peaceful international and especially Ameri- 
can means of resolving it. For this reason the "Palestine question" has become 
essentially a matter of minimums and minimum rights. For this reason, too, we 
began to understand the significance of the concentration on the "Palestine 
question" not only at the expense of "Palestine” but at the expense of Arabism 
and the independence of the Arab nation as well. In short, the "Palestine 
question" as we have known it from the suggestions and policies of the tradi- 
tional and non-traditional imperialist states and from the guardianship of the 
Arab states did not benefit the "question of Palestine" as a question of na- 
tional liberation, as evidenced by the tragic reality we are now experiencing 
after more than 40 years of pursuing the "Palestine question," not to mention 
the fact that it paralyzed Arab understanding and awareness of the various 
dimensions of the Arab-Israeli (American) struggle as a total, integral strug- 
gle and as a struggle for existence. The result is that continued clinging to 
the style of the "Palestine question" has hindered an understanding of the 
reality of the goals of the Arab-Israeli (American) struggle without a single 
step being taken to liberate Palestine. 


The lesson to be drawn from the history of the "Palestine question" ( and the 
Arab-Israeli struggle in the Arab and international arenas) is that the two 
issues must be dealt with in parallel. First, we must revive the question of 
liberating Palestine, the first step in this direction being to free the rep- 
resentatives of the Palestinian people from the Arab embrace and ties and free 
the "question of liberation" from guardianship, moderate or extreme. Second, 
we must begin to deal with the Arab-Israeli struggle realistically, i.e., by 
clearly identifying the parties involved and announcing its goals, which are 
to divest the Arab land of its' pan-Arab existence [character] and to break up 
this homeland. The history of the "Palestine question" in the Arab and in- 
ternational arenas has demonstrated that the arena which distinguishes between 
Arab national refusal to recognize the Arab-Israeli (American) struggle as a 
struggle for life and existence and refusal to confront it and between perman- 
ent Arab guardianship politically and intermittently in other fields over what 
is called the Palestine question, is the arena in which Israel completed its 
occupation of the rest of Palestine and Judaization of most of it. It is the 
same arena through which a large international force penetrated to strengthen 
its control over the entire Arab region, 


Exaggeration of the question of liberating Palestine occurred in the course of 
the "Palestine question" and it interfered with what is called the "Palestine 
question" to prevent it from being resolved and to benefit from this exaggera- 
tion to achieve the goals of the Arab-Israeli (American) struggle. And, now, 
after the issue of liberating Palestine had been reduced to its previous mini- 
mum or no-right [status], the operation of fragmenting the "Palestine question" 
began after a short while, i.e., dissolution of Arabization and shift to reap- 
ing the fruits of the goals of the Arab-Israeli (American) struggle. 


Palestine and the International Struggle at the Summit 


It was the prevalent belief that the "Palestine question" as an Arabicized ques- 
tion, unlike the issue of national liberation, is an international question and 
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and a focus on the bitter struggle developing between the Soviet Union and the 
United States. There is no doubt that the supremacy of this belief produced an 
impact and many consequences for Arab foreign policies and Palestinian activity. 


I maintain that the soundness of this belief is not backed by sufficient proof. 
For different or similar reasons the two superpowers agreed in an early stage 
of the issue of liberating Palestine to the formation and support of an Zionist 
entity in Palestine. Since that time the United States monopolized the task of 
determining the course of this issue locally. But it disputed with the Soviet 
Union about some methods of dealing with the issue externally, i.e., within the 
framework of the Palestine question as an Arab question. And when I say the 
United States monopolized the international task locally, I mean it imposed 
from the beginning a policy of opposition to the liberation of Palestine, i.e., 
the solution favoring the Palestinians. It controlled the Palestinians’ fate 
through a number of factors, the most important being disruption of the network 
of Arab interactions and Arab foreign policies either by showing hostility to 
some Arab governments and being friendly to others or by delivering continuous 
blows and completely supporting Israel and fighting against the emergence and 
unification of an entity or organization representing the Palestinians or 
speaking in their behalf. 


At no other time did it happen that Soviet-American relations changed to the 
point of turning into an international struggle over Palestine. One of the in- 
struments used in the competition was influence on the environment surrounding 
the Palestine question and not on the question itself. It is noted, therefore, 
that the two international leaders imposed as a condition in some form or 
another on the Arab states belonging to this environment that none of them 
should understand the support of either leader as being support for the liber- 
ation of Palestine. The permanent condition was that the weapon with which the 
Arab states are equipped is not to be used to liberate Palestine, but it can 

be used for the purpose of stirring up the Palestine question or for other wars, 
Arab or Arab-international. Consequently, the Palestine question was not raised 
at any other time as an issue in the struggle between the Soviet Union and the 
United States. But what was raised--and still is--is the competition within 
the "Palestine question" in the Arab and international arenas. 


The significance of the conviction that Palestine suffered as it did because 

of its being the feverish focus of the international struggle emerges from the 
confusion that has beset Arab political thought on the two superpowers and from 
the stumbling course followed by the issue of the liberation of Palestine. 
Thus, the Arabs--and the Palestinians--were often devided into two factions: 


One faction blames those who were sure of Soviet military and political support 
and holds them responsible for what happened and still is happening in Pales- 
tine. Were it not for this confidence and approach to the Soviet Union, the 
United States would have undertaken to solve the problem long ago. 


Another faction blames the others who hoped the United States would exert pres- 
sure on Israel, and on many occasions exchanged blame for real struggles and 
serious divisions. But the most serious consequence of these divisions is the 
fact that the Palestine question began to occupy a secondary place among the 
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concerns of the Arab states because of their competition for the two leaders 
and because Arab effort was concentrated on attracting the leaders represent- 
ing the Palestinian people to this or that international side. This is what 
wore out the Palestinian leadership and added to its troubles and problems 

in the Arab and international arenas. If, like the issue of national libera- 
tion, Palestinian rights and claims are mixed with the interests and goals of 
Arab governments and their obligations toward their political and international 
alliances, the natural result of this mixing is that it will be at the expense 
of Palestinian rights and claims. 


An objective view of the history of the Palestine question internationally re- 
veals that the principle international element throughout has been the United 
States and not the Soviet-American struggle. The struggle did not by itself 
create the state of Israel and it neither impeded nor hastened a peaceful or 
military settlement. The real struggle is the struggle, one-sided, between 

the United States and the Arabs. I say one-sided because the Arabs insistently 
refuse to try to understand the American goals in Palestine and in the Arab 
homeland. If the United States wanted to settle the matter in favor of the 
Palestianian, it could do so in the climate of a cold war or international har- 
mony. But the United States hasn't done so and the reason is that it did not 
at any time include among its political options the liberation of Palestine or 
part of it. Rather, the permanent goal is to control all the reactions and 
forces of the Arab homeland. The Palestine question is the instrument for such 
control and the source of the unification of Arab reactions and disintegration 
of the foundations of the national movement by isolating or weakening the ac- 
tive forces in the Arab rational system and spreading despair and corruption 
among the Arab masses. 





It may well be that the United States has no regional ambitions in Arab lands, 
but what is certain is that it engendered the regional ambitions of Israel and 
encouraged it to expand and threaten the Arab states. This continuous threat 
made it possible for the United States to separate the individual and total 
powers of the Arabs, on the one hand, and the question of liberating Palestine, 
on the other. This resulted eventually in the Arab whole becoming a collection 
of separate parts and not "the whole which is more important and greater than 
the sum of its parts.'' And it became possible to embrace the parts. With 
every increase in intensity of this embrace, the embrace of these parts by the 
Palestinian leadership increases so that the alternatives of Palestinian action 
diminish, leaving only one choice, namely, to confirm completely the delegation 


of authority to the United States. 


The great obstacle in the path of the Palestine question is still the Arab atti- 
tude toward the United States. While the number of Arabs who believe that most 
or all the cards are in the hands of the United States is increasing, the Arabs 
have not yet acknowledged the reasons for this steadily growing belief and the 
consequences that have followed. The principle reason why the Arabs haven't 
acknowledge it is that the United States is completely and directly responsible 
for the loss of Palestine and for the rest of the manifold problems arising 

from the existence of Israel with such power and superiority in the region that 
we cannot regard the United States as possessing all or most of the cards un- 
less we view it at the same time as the main party to the struggle and unwilling 
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to liberate Palestine or part of it. However, acknowledging the existence of 
the struggle in this form and the fact that it is being directed mainly against 
the entire Arab nation means the existence of another party to the struggle 

who has to take a position of confrontation. The confrontation means mobiliz- 
ing the resources of the Arab nation politically, diplomatically, economically 
as well as its manpower, i.e., participating as a party to the struggle for the 
purpose of snatching up some of the cards so that they become Arab cards and 

to protect the Arab existence. Failure to acknowledge the existence of two 
main parties to the struggle breaking out in the Middle East and acting as a 
mediator, indeed insistence on shrinking the other party to Israel alone means 
in fact stripping away all the Arab powers and giving complete authorization 

to the United States to solve the problem, i.e., it is becoming the Arab goal 
to hasten the onset of the fate that the United States wishes for the Arab 
party in the hope that it will be merciful. 


The essence of the course of the Palestine question in the tangle of interna- 
tional relations is concealed by the fact that the Arab states wasted enormous 
capital in international relations in their effort to throw the question into 
the net of international summit struggles and failed. But they preferred to 
convince themselves that the question is in this net and they failed in direct- 
ing the struggle by continuously refusing to identify the other party or even 
recognizing its existence. 


Characteristics of Palestinian People 


Kuwait AL-'ARABI in Arabic No 290,Jan 83 pp 50-57 


[Article by Basim Sirhan] 


[Text] When we talk about the Palestinian people, we must define what we are 
talking about. This is a short review of the demographic and social character- 


istics of this people. 


Before reviewing the demographic and social characteristics of the Palestinian 
people, we must place before the reader some observations on the overall data 


on which this study is based. 


First, with respect to most of the demographic and social characteristics, we 
find that a complete picture of the Palestinian people is not available. This 
situation is easy to understand because the Palestinians live in a number of 
countries some of which have statistics on the Palestinians living there while 
others do not collect such statistics. Moreover, every statistical bureau in 
every Arab country is concerned with limiting the kind of statistical data 

that it collects on its citizens or non-citizens living there. Syria and Leba- 
non, for example, do not coliect data on the birth and death rates among the 
Palestinians while Jordan doesn't publish in its annual statistical handbook 
data on the educational status of the inhabitants. 


Second, we shall present a comprehensive or nearly comprehensive picture of 
every demographic characteristic available, but in certain cases we intend to 
mention differences in these characteristics between the Palestinian groups in 
the various countries and attempt to explain them. 
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Third, the reader will note the absence of data on some demographic and social 
characteristics such as the fertility rate or infant death rate. The reason 
is that no country provides information on these matters. 


Fourth, the available data on a number of characteristics are approximations 
and not 100 percent accurate because they are a mixture of different meas’ res 
obtained in different years. For example, with respect to the rate of partici- 
pation in the work force, we find data available in some countries for 19/9 and 
in other countries for 1976 and 1980. But to produce an overall picture, we 
are forced to put together data as though they were for the same year. This 
procedure is preferable to not offering any picture at all of certain demo- 


graphic aspects. 
1. Geographic Distribution of the Inhabitants 


The total Palestinian Arab population in 1981 numbered about 4 and 1/2 million 
persons. Table 1 below shows the distribution of Palestinians according to 
place of residence. It is evident from the table that approximately 40 percent 
of the Palestinian people sre still living in Palestine (18.7 percent in the 
West Bank, 10 percent in the Gaza Strip, and 12.4 percent in occupied Palestine 
before 1967). One-fourth of the Palestinians are living in Jordan. The rest 
are distributed among the Arab (30 percent) and foreign (5 percent) states. 


The number of Palestinians registered as refugees with UNRWA was 1,844,318 per- 
sons in 1980, i.e., 41.5 percent of all the Palestinian people. 


Table 1: Estimate of the Number of Palestinian Arabs by Place of Residence 











in 1981 
Place of residence No. of residents Percentage 
West Bank 833,000 18.7 
Gaza Strip 451,400 10.1 
Occupied Palestine 550,800 12.4 
before 1967 
Jordan (East Bank) 1,148,334 25.9 
Syria 222,525 5.0 
Lebanon 358,207 8.0 
Kuwait 299,710 6.7 
Iraq 20,604 0.5 
Libya 23,769 0.6 
Egypt 45,705 1.2 
Saudi Arabia 136,779 3.0 
United Arab Emirates 36,504 0.8 
Qatar 24,233 0.5 
Bahrain, Oman, and rest 50, 706 BS | 
of Arab states 

United States 104,856 ye 
Rest of world 140,116 3.1 

Total 4,447,138 99.9 


Source: Palestine Statistical Handbook for 1981, Central Statistical Bureau, 
Damascus, p 30. 
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2. Age Composition 





The age composition of the Palestinians in the second half of the 1970's was 
as follows: 











Age group Number (thousands) Percentage 

Up to 14 years 1,286 47.7 

15-64 years 1,316 48.9 

65 and Older 89 a62 
Total 2,691 99.9 


These data show that the Palestinian people are, in general, a young people. 
This is also true of the peoples of the Third World. We find that the pro- 
portion of children is very high, which means the proportion of family support 
is also high. Moreover, the proportion of the aged is small, perhaps because 
of the decline in life expectancy of infants. The Palestinian people to not 
differ in age composition from the rest of the inhabitants of the other Arab 
countries or from the inhabitants of the Third World. 


3. Sex Ratio 


We have data on the sex ratio (number of males per hundred females) for the 
period 1975 to 1980. The ratio was 106, i.e., 106 males to one hundred females. 
The total number of Palestinians about whom information was available was 
3,581,000 of whom 1,842,000 were males and 1,739,000 females. It is worth not- 
ing that the sex ratio differed considerably among the Palestinian groups ac- 
cording to the circumstances of emigration and residence. The number of males 
and females was about equal in the West Bank in 1979 (sex ratio 100.3), but we 
find it greatly distorted in the United Arab Emirates and Libya (165), 165 
males to 100 Palestinian females in the Emirates in 1975 and 166 males to 100 
females in Libya in 1973. This distortion is due to the fact that Palestinian 
men emigrate by themselves (especially bachelors) to the countries that import 
workers and leave their families behind in Palestine or in Jordan and Syria 


(Table 2), 


4. Marital Status 


Data were available on the marital status of Palestinians in certain countries, 
i.e., Syria, Lebanon (only in the camps), Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, and Egypt. 
These data were available for 1980 in the above-mentioned countries but were 
available for 1970 only in Syria, Lebanon (in the camps), and Kuwait. Despite 
the fact that the data do not provide a comprehensive picture of the marital 
Status of the Palestinians age 15 years and older, we decided to deal with 

it in this study as a sample representing at least 30 percent of the Palestin- 
ians. Tables 3 and 4 show the marital status of the Palestinians in the above- 
mentioned countries, 


132 

















Table 2*: Palestinian Arabs by Sex and Sex Ratio 








Place Males Females Total Sex ratio Year 
(thousands) (thousands ) (thousands) 

West Bank 404 402 806 100.3 1979 

Gaza 215 218 433 98.5 1979 

Occupied 259 253 511 102.8 1979 
Palestine 

Jordan 526 514 1076 110 1979 

Syria 122 116 238 105 1980 

Lebanese 34 34 68 100 1980 
camps 

Iraq 11 9 20 121 1982 

Egypt 17 12 29 141 1976 

Saudi 44 37 81 119 1974 
Arabia 

Emirates 17 10 27 165 1975 

Kuwait 147 129 276 114 1980 

Libia 10 6 16 166 1973 

Grand Total 842 1739 106 - 


*Source: Palestine Statistical handbook for 1981 


Table 3*: Palestinian Arabs by Sex and Marital Status in 1980 (in thousands) 








Marital status Females & Males & Total & 
(number) (number) (number) 
Unmarried 35 25.3 63 39.4 98 32.8 
Married 93 66.3 95 59.3 188 62.6 
Divorced 0.5 0.7 1 0.3 1.5 0.5 
Widowed ll 7.6 1 0.9 12 4.0 
Total 140 99.9 160 99.9 300 99.9 


Table 4*: Palestinian Arabs by Sex and Marital Status in 1970 (in thousands) 








Marital status Females & Males & Total h 
(number) (number) (number ) 
Unmarried 21 37.4 39 23.0 60 30.6 
Married 63 61.2 65 68.1 128 64.4 
Divorced 0.7 0.3 0.3 0.7 1 0.5 
Widowed 8 1.0 1 8.1 9 4.4 
Total 92.7 99.9 105.3 198 99.9 


*The figures were rounded off by the investigator. 
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Some conclusions can be drawn regarding the marita! patterns of the Palestin- 
ians from 1970 to 1980, 


1. The overall level of unmarrieds for the age group 15 years and older rose 2 
percent during the above period for both Palestinian males and females. This 
means there is a clear trend toward postponement of the marriage age among Pal- 


estinians. 


2. Amost two-thirds of the unmarrieds are males. This means that a high per- 
centage of males of marriage age are abstaining from marriage or postponing it. 
This phenomenon can be understood from the Arab marital system which places 
great responsibilities on the man to provide all the necessities of married 
life but does not make comparable demands upon the woman, to assume large re- 
sponsibilities in this regard. The phenomenon can also be understood from the 
fact that the Palestinian woman did not enter the job market on a large scale 
and, consequently, she does not delay the marriage age in order to prepare her- 
self effectively for a future requiring her to work. 


3. The sharp decline in the number of divorced persons among Palestinians (one- 
half of one percent of all Palestinians age 15 years and older) and the fact 
that this percentage did not rise between 1970 and 1980 are striking. The de- 
cline in the divorce rate among Palestinians below that among the other Arabs 
may be explained by the disaster and the unstable situation in which the Pales- 
tinians find themselves. Another possible cause is the strong cohesion at the 
family and village levels that the disaster also imposed. It is worth noting 
that 70 percent of the divorced persons are from the females. This may be due 
to Islamic divorce laws whereby men have both the right of divorce and the so- 
cial opportunity for divorce whereas women are denied them. 


4. Widows are eight times as numerous as widowers. The reason is the higher 
death rate among men because of their participation in fedayeen activities and 
fighting against Israel. This is particularly true of the inhabitants of the 


camps in Lebanon, 
5. Live Birth Rate and Crude Death Rate 


Data were available on the live birth and crude death rates among the Palestin- 
ians registered with UNRWA and among those living in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
occupied Palestine before 1948, and Syria. 


These data show that the total live birth rate among the Palestinians in 1979 
was 4.0 percent, a raie regarded as being among the highest in the developing 
countries and three times the birth rate in the advanced or industrial countries. 
The Gaza Strip has the highest live birth rate in Palestine; it was 5.3 percent 


in 1979, 


As for the annual death rate as a percentage of all the inhabitants, it declined 
in striking fashion; it was 1.6 percent in 1979, It has been partly confirmed 
that this low rate does not reflect the actual number of deaths because many 
Palestinians, especially in rural areas and those registered with UNRWA, appar- 
ently do not report deaths to the official agencies. It can be said, however, 











that the death rate among Palestinians is, in general, low owing to the growth 
of the health services and improvement in nutrition standards, as is the case 
in the Arab world. The crude death rate among Palestinians in Syria may be 
close to the actual death rate of the Palestinians when it reached 3.4 percent 
in 1980 (or 34 deaths per thousand Palestinians living in Syria). 


6. Educational Status 


Data were available on the educational status of the Palestinians living in the 
United Arab Emirates, Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Iraq, camps in Lebanon, and 
rural areas of Jordan (approximately 229,000 persons). Unfortunately, such 
data were not available on the Palestinians living in the West Bank, Gaza Strip, 
and Galilee, despite the importance of the regions from the population stand- 


point. 


Another problem with the data is that some of them relate to 1975 and others to 
1980. It can be said, therefore, that the data we shall set forth provide a 
picture of the educational background of the Palestinians outside Palestine be- 
tween 1975 and 1980. We prefer not to apply this picture to the Palestinian 
people as a whole, especially with respect to the secondary school and college 


graduates. 


Table 5 shows that the Palestinians are divided roughly into four educational 
groups. The illiterates constitute 23 percent, those able to read and write 
(i.e., they did not complete elementary school) 24.8 percent, those who com- 
pleted the elementary stage 25.7 percent, those who completed the preparatory 
or secondary stage 23.0 percent, but only 3.4 percent of Palestinians graduated 
from college. This overall picture of the educational background of the Pales- 
tinians is considered excellent in comparison with that of the Arab world and 
developing countries in general because of the decline in number of illiterates 
and increase in number of college graduates and individuals who received a 
preparatory or secondary education. But this picture is less favorable when 
compared with that in the advanced countries, particularly as far as illiter- 


acy is concerned, 


Table 5*: Educational Status of Palestinians from 1975 to 1980 








Educational Status Total & Females h Males & 
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) 
Illiterate 146 23.0 96 33.6 50 14.3 
Read and write 157 24.8 69 24.2 88 25.4 
Elementary 162 re 67 23.4 95 27.4 
Preparatory and 145 23.0 51 17.7 94 27.3 
secondary 
College 22 3.4 1.3 1.0 19 5.5 
Grand total 631 99.9 286 99.9 345 99.9 


*The author rounded the figures. 
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The educational status of the Palestinian women is different from that of men 
because of the historical legacy inherited by the Palestinians and peoples of 
the Third World regarding the education of women and because of their late en- 
try into the field of education. We find, for example, that almost two-thirds 
of illiterate Palestinians are females and that only 12.6 percent of all Pales- 
tinian college graduates are women. 


It will be noted too that as the educational background rose, the share of 
females therein decreased, an indication of the persistence of the traditional 
view of the education of women, although it is not as strict as before. We 
find, for example, that the proportion of females able to read and write con- 
stitute 44 percent of all the Palestinians, with 41 and 35 percent having com- 
pleted elementary and preparatory or secondary school, respectively. 


7. Rate of Participation in the Work Force 


This rate indicates the number of inhabitants who are actually working (whether 
they had a paying job at a given moment or were unemployed because work was not 
available) among all the inhabitants at the work age, which is internationally 
recognized as ranging between 15 and 64 years. It goes without saying that 
some inhabitants of some countries work before age 15 and after age 64. The 
rate of participation in the work force is indicative of the degree of vitality 
of a people and of the degree of productivity of a society and its entry into 
the modern production era which requires the participation of the broad masses 
in all sectors of production. 


Data were available on the rate of participation of the Palestinians in the 
work force in most places where they reside in Palestine and in foreign coun- 
tries. The data show that in general the rate of participation of Palestinians 
in the work force was 37.2 percent from 1975 to 1980. This means more than one- 
third of able-bodied Palestinians are actually working. 


This rate is considered comparable to the rate in Arab non oil-producing coun- 
tries and higher than in Arab oil-producing countries. The rate of Palestinian 
participation is equal to that in the developing world but clearly below that 
in the advanced or industrial countries where the rate of participation is 65 
percent. The lower level of Palestinian participation in the work force in ad- 
vanced countries is due to the failure of the Palestinian women, like Arab and 
Third World Women, to enter the job market because of physical obstacles (oppor- 
tunity for work and its availability) and psychological barriers (traditions, 
customs, attitude toward women working). This is an average rate even for the 
Arab states. It is very low compared with the participation of women in the 
industrial states. The picture of Palestinians participating in the work force 
improves when we look at the participation of the males. The level of partici- 
pation of Palestinian males in the work force was 63.5 percent in the 1975-1980 
period. This means that most Palestinians between 15 and 64 years of age are 
now working when we take into account the fact that the number of those not 
working (36.5 percent) consists chiefly of students. This means the unemploy- 
ment rate among Palestinians is very low. 
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8. The Work Force by Occupational Distribution 


The occupational distribution of the work force shows the kind of work a people 
performs and the number of individuals doing each kind of work. 


Data were available on the occupational distriubtion of the Palestinian work 
force living outside Palestine but not on the Palestinians working inside Pal- 
estine and in Jordan. This makes the picture quite defective. Nevertheless, 
we shall present the occupational distribution of the Palestinians in Syria, 
Iraq, Lebanese camps, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, the United Arab Emirates, and 


Egypt. 


Table 6 shows that the largest of the two groups of Palestinians in these coun- 
tries are manual workers, then scientists and technicians. Manual workers (in- 
dustrial workers and ordinary skilled and unskilled workers) constituted 40.3 
percent of the Palestinian work force, scientists and technicians 23.8 percent 
in the 1975 and 1980 period. The proportion of scientists and technicians is 
considered high and above that of the corresponding category in the Arab states. 
This is due to the Palestinians’ keen interest in scientific study up to the 
highest levels after the disaster of Palestine. 


Table 6*: Occupational Distribution of the Palestinian Work Force, 1975-1980 











Occupational group Total & Females & Males & 
(thousands) (thousands) (thousands) 
1-Scientists and 36 24.0 9 se 27 21.9 
technicians 
2-Administrators 3 2.0 - - 3 2.4 
3-Otfice workers 18 12.0 2 7.4 16 13.0 
4-Buyers & sellers 13 8.6 2 7.4 11 8.9 
5-Service workers 10 6.6 3 11.1 7 5.6 
6-Agricultural workers 10 6.6 2 7.4 8 6.5 
7-Industrial workers 60 40.0 9 33.3 51 41.5 


& ordinary workers 
Total (thousands) 150 99.8 27 99.9 123 99.8 


*The investigator rounded the figures 
Source: Palestine Statistical Handbook for 1980 


The other members of the Palestinian work force are distributed as follows: 
12.0 percent are doing office work, 8.6 percent are engaged in buying and sell- 
ing, 6.6 percent are doing service work, 6.6 percent are in agriculture, and 2 
percent are executives and public administrators. The percentage of agricul- 
tural workers is expected to be higher than what appears in these figures if 

we include the West Bank and Gaza Strip. 
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Net Emigration 


We decided to examine this demographic indicator in view of the importance of 
the subject of emigration from Palestine for its Arab character and steadfast- 
ness of its people in the face of the expansion of Zionist settlements. The 
available data on emigration from Palestine, specifically from the West Bank 
and Gaza, show that the emigration rate is a cause for concern, especially in 
the West Bank. 15,700 Palestinians emigrated from the West Bank in 1968 (1.4 
percent of its population). The number declined to 5,000 in 1970, but rose 
again to a high of 15,100 in 1975 and then 11,700 in 1979, The annual rate of 
emigration from the West Bank was 1 percent a year during the 1968-1970 period. 
This rate is (too) high because it is a hemorrhage that cannot be compensated 
by the Arab inhabitants of the West Bank and because most of the emigrants are 
young people. The high emigration rate can be attributed to Israeli security 
measures and arbitrary economic and civil laws aimed at inducing the inhabi- 
tants of the West Bank to leave. 


As for net emigration from the Gaza Strip, it is less cause for concern than in 
the West Bank except in 1968 when 32,400 persons out of a total of 356,000 in- 
habitants left. 23,000 left Gaza in 1970, 3,800 in 1975, and 3,700 in 1979, 


Looking at Palestine as a whole, we see that almost 11,000 persons emigrate an- 
nually, i.e., at the rate of almost 1 percent of the West Bank and Gaza popu- 
lations. In view of the nature of the Palestinian-Zionist struggle, this emi- 
gration rate is a source of grave concern. 


Conclusion 


Despite the shortcomings of the demographic data available on the Palestinians, 
we can say that, in general, the Palestinian people is a young people and the 
sex ratio is normal, although it is different in the countries that attract 
workers like the Arab Gulf and Libya because of residence in these countries. 


The Palestinians enjoy a high birth rate and a low death rate like the rest of 
the peoples of the developing countries. Moreover, their educational status is 
excellent and above that of many peoples of the developing countries. The level 
of participation in the work force is excellent compared with the developing 
countries, particularly the participation of the males. However, the partici- 
pation of the Palestinian women in the work force is still low. The Palestin- 
ian work force is regarded as a modern work force with a high percentage of 
scientists and technicians. 


The Palestinians have unfavorable rates of emigration from Palestine because l 
percent of the inhabitants, most of them young people, are forced to leave. It 
is urgently necessary that the PLO and all the Arab states try to halt this 
human hemorrhage from Palestine by adopting active measures to support the 
steadfastness of our people in the face of Israeli occupation and expansion. 


SOURCES 


1. Palestine Statistical Handbook for 1981, published by the Central Statisti- 
cal Bureau of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
2. Unpublished demographic studies. 


5214 


CSO: 4404/173 138 

















SAUDI ARABIA 


IMPLICATIONS OF STRAIN IN U.S.-ISRAELI RELATIONS DISCUSSED 
Riyadh AL-YAMAMAH in Arabic No 736, 26 Jan-1 Feb 83 pp 40-41 


[Article by Dr Basim al-Jisr: '"U.S.-Israeli Disagreement at Hour of 
Reckoning; Weisman: Coming Man in Israel" ] 


[Text] The disagreement between the United States and Israel over the 
future of the West Bank is not a passing political disagreement to be 

settled by the next Israeli parliamentary elections or the U.S. presi- 
dential elections to be held in 2 years. This disagreement may be an 

important turning point in Israel's history and in the political life 

of the United States. 


This is what the CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR, which is well known for its 
broad and objective information, has said and this is what well-informed 
U.S. and British sources have been reiterating. When the title of an 
editorial published by the WASHINGTON POST which is well known for its 
Zionist sympathies is "Israel Must Depart From Lebanon," then this is 

a tangible proof of how disturbed is the U.S. administration with the 
closed-door policy followed by Begin's Government insofar as the West 
Bank is concerned and with the policy of blackmail this government is 
practicing in Lebanon. 


Insofar as Lebanon is concerned, the problem seems easier than it is for 
the West Bank and the Palestinian people's rights. The U.S. decision to 
"restore" a united Lebanon and to oust all the non-Lebanese forces from 
its territories seems to be an irrevocable decision. This has been con- 
firmed by the Lebanese foreign minister's talks in Washington and the 
European capitals. Israel has been notified of the U.S. and European 
rejection [of its stance]. Israel's capitulation on its conditions for 
withdrawal from Lebanon (i.e. signing a treaty or agreement, conducting 
the Lebanese-Israeli negotiations in Jerusalem and open borders) is no- 
thing but a confirmation of this feeling. Withdrawal of the Israeli 
forces from south Beirut to a line north or south of Sidon before next 
February has become a foregone conclusion, provided that nothing develops 
on the Lebanese arena to hamper this withdrawal, such as refusal to with- 
draw the Syrian forces from al-Biqa' and the north, the continued presence 
of the Palestinian resistance in Tripoli and 'Akkar or renewed fighting 


among the Lebanese. 
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But the Palestinian resistance and Syria, despite their declared and un- 
declared disagreements, have realized the serious nature of the Israeli 
game which seeks to exploit the continued armed Syrian and Palestinian 
presence in Lebanon to delay Israel's withdrawal. They have both declared 
their willingness to withdraw and to help the Lebanese government's ef- 
forts to evacuate the Israeli forces. The present year may not pass before 
an agreement is reached on a timetable for partial Israeli and Syrian 
withdrawal from the areas around the Lebanese capital and from Mount 


Lebanon. 


Therefore, it can be said that the Lebanese problem will not be able to 
find a complete solution before the end of 1983. It is more likely that 
Israel and the Syrian forces will stay in some Lebanese territories while 
waiting for the greater solution, namely the solution to the West Bank. 


Jordanian Solution 
But what point have the U.S. and Arab efforts reached in this regard? 


King Husayn's visit to Washington after heading the Arab [Fez] summit 
delegation on a tour of the major east bloc capitals was followed by 

U.S. envoy Philip Habib's return to the Middle East and had been preceded 
by 2 important steps taken by the U.S. administration, namely increasing 
the U.S. financial aid to Israel by $450 millions (a sum covering one 
half the costs of the military invasion of Lebanon) and the decision to 
sell Jordan sophisticated defensive weapons. 


Outwardly, the U.S. administration's behavior seems surprising and some 
people wonder: How can these 2 forms of military and financial aid be 
reconsiled at a time when Israel shuts the door of the West Bank in the 
face of Washington and when King Husayn comes to the United States to 
negotiate in the name of the Arabs and not as the king of Jordan? But 
those familiar with the course of the new U.S. policy in the Middle East 
are not surprised by this duality. Washington is repeating now the policy 
it had followed before attainment of the Camp David treaty, i.e. it is 
reassuring Israel that it will not abandon it while bolstering the defense 
capability of the friendly Arab states. 


The question raised now is: Will King Husayn agree to sit with Israel 
at the negotiations table without a full Palestinian and Arab authoriza- 
tion and before Israel declares its acceptance of the principle of with- 
drawal from the West Bank? 


Washington realizes that the Fez plan is different from Reagan's plan. 
The Arab plan, which embodies the maximum concessions that the Arabs can 
make, is not in total conflict with Reagan's plan, considering that 
Reagan's plan calls for Israel's withdrawal from the West Bank and for 
enabling the Palestinians to attain their rights through self-rule. But 
the Fez plan underlines 2 fundamental premises: The PLO's right to 
represent the Palestinian people and the establishment of a Palestinian 
homeland and state. 


140 














Despite this superficial and fundamental difference, Washington is con- 
vinced that a solution can be attained through side negotiations and 
rapprochement. The solution whose broad lines are almost drawn up is 


summed up in the following points: 


1. Agreement between the PLO and Jordan to authorize King Husayn to nego- 
tiate for the future of the West Bank. 


2. Obtain the PLO's recognition of Israel's right to exist so that 
Washington may recognize the PLO as the legitimate representative of the 
Palestinian people or else have the West Bank inhabitants represented 

by "local leaders" approved by the PLO and included in the Jordanian 


negotiation delegation. 


3. Expand the negotiations through Egypt's participation on the basis of 
the Camp David treaty and in view of the Gaza Strip. 


Israeli Obstacles 
But this U.S. plan is still facing 3 initial obstacles: 


First, Israel's refusal to give up the West Bank; second, the PLO's 
refusal to recognize Israel's right to existence and, third, the opposi- 
tion of Syria and of some Palestinian organizations to the U.S. plan. 


There is another real and major obstacle hampering the U.S. plan, namely 
the Israeli occupation of Lebanon which is in violation of all the inter- 
national laws and with the U.N. and Security Council resolutions. It is 
even incompatible with the main objective of Reagan's plan which is to 
end the Arab-Israeli conflict through Israel's withdrawal from the West 
Bank. This is why President Reagan has been firm with Israel on the need 
for withdrawal from Lebanon as soon as possible. 


But can Israel circumvent the U.S. “ultimatum” on its withdrawal from 
Lebanon? What are the secret weapons that Israel may employ to obstruct 
the U.S. plan? 


The "excuses'’ to which Israel may cling in order to obstruct the U.S. 
plan are: 


1. The continuing and intensifying clashes between the Lebanese. 


2. The refusal of the Palestinians and the Syrians to withdraw from 
Lebanon. 


3. The failure of King Husayn's talks in Washington. 


The "arguments" on which Washington may rely to exert "pressure" on Israel 
are: 


1. Expediting a solution to the issue of Syrian and Palestinian with- 
drawal from Lebanon. 
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2. Facilitating a Jordanian-Palestinian agreement. 


3. Strengthening the front of the friendly Arab countries militarily 
and politically. 


U.S. Secret Means 


This is insofar as the open and declared is concerned. The United States 
cannot exert direct pressure on Israel by cutting off the economic aid 
or by voting against Israel and with the Arabs at the United Nations. 

But the United States possesses numerous "indirect" weapons which can be 
used to make Israel soften its stance. These secret weapons include: 


l. Instigating the U.S. lobby within the international Zionist movement 
against the Israeli Government (the signs of this [anti-Israeli Govern- 
ment current] appeared in the latest international Zionist conference 
which was held in Jerusalem at the beginning of December when the opposi- 
tion to the Begin-Sharon policy was evident and strong). 


2. Advising the EEC countries to adopt firm positions against the Israeli 
Government's policy or more open positions vis-a-vis the Palestinian 
people's rights and the West Bank's future. 


3. Providing the U.S. media, and the western media generally, with the 
opportunity to criticize Begin's policy and to expose the Israeli plans 
seeking to Judaize the West Bank. 


4, Encouraging the Israeli parties and notables opposed to Begin's 
policy so that they may defeat Begin's party in the next elections. In 
this respect, the well-informed circles in Washington speak of the possi- 
bility of seeing a new Israeli personality to power next spring. The 2 
names mentioned most often are: Israeli President Yitzhak Navon and 
General Weisman, a former defense minister who resigned in protest of 
Begin's policy. 


The Israeli secret weapons to which Begin may resort to deflect the 
indirect U.S. pressure are: 


1. Speed up the elections in order to win a new parliamentary majority 
that enables him to stay in power. 


2. Maneuver and procrastinate for a time and until the U.S. presidential 
elections approach. 


3. Stir the Israeli lobby in the United States to oppose the Republican 
Party and to support the Democratic Party candidate who, in case he wins, 
will give Israel a new opportunity to continue Judaizing the West Bank. 


The United States has one year to pass the Reagan plan. If Washington 
fails to withdraw the Israeli forces from Lebanon and to bring Jordan and 
Israel together around the negotiations table, then Israel will have 
achieved its real objective behind its invasion of Lebanon, namely to 
bargain over the West Bank. 
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But what can the Arabs do to foil the Israeli plan or to help Washington 
force Israel to accept its plan? 


In the wake of the positive opening up that developed at the Fez summit 
conference, all the Arabs can do is to facilitate Washington's role in 
evacuating the Israelis from Lebanon. The most they can offer in this 
regard is to soften the conditions for the Syrian and Palestinian withdrawal 
from Lebanon in order to eliminate the justification which Israel is 

using to stay there. This is not an easy thing to achieve because this 
withdrawal has to occur simultaneously and in a balanced manner with the 
Israeli withdrawal so that Israel may not be left in Lebanon alone, 
occupying parts of the country and posing a military threat to Syria. 


The next 3 months are, in the view of most observers, decisive months 
not only in Lebanon's history but in the history of the Near East area. 
If the United States cannot oust Israel from Lebanon and start the Arab- 
Israeli negotiations over self-rule for the West Bank citizens, then 
Reagan's plan can be considered a failure or a plan shelved for 3 years, 


at least. 
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SYRIA 


NATION WILL '‘'VIOLENTLY' RESIST U.S.-ISRAELI PLANS 
PM181603 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 13 Feb 83 p 1 


(Editorial: "Syria Will Not Allow Completion of Camp David Plan"] 


[Text] For 5 and 1/2 months U.S. diplomacy has been active both in the Arab 
and international arenas in order to complete the implementation of Camp 
David plan. To this end the administration has resorted to seve-al means, 
most significant and most dangerous of which was the invasion of Lebanon 

and the subsequent fatal retreats in the Arab stand after the Fes summit. 
What has encouraged Reagan's administration to indulge in imposing its 
policy is the deteriorating Arab stand in that certain Arab regimes, instead 
of making efforts to confront the Zionist-U.S. invasion of Lebanon and its 
results, have been contributing to the campaign to spread despair which the 
U.S. and Zionist circles are waging with the aim of facing the Arab citizen 
with just a single choice. This choice is to accept the status quo, that is 
to accept occupation with all the dangers it poses to the future of the Arab 
homeland and Arab people. Some of the Arab regimes have considered the 

talk about the need to build up Arab capabilities in order to recover the 
usurped Arab rights solely through Arab efforts as some sort of time-wasting 
because the solution as seen by these regimes is not in the hands of the 
Arabs but first and foremost in the hands of the United States. 


Syria had often warned the Arabs that the U.S. administration is intent on 
imposing its policy on the whole area and that in order to prevent this from 
happening there is need for earnest national action to resist what the U.S. 
policy is aiming at, a policy which, in the final analysis and as events have 
proved, is an Israeli policy. Syria said that Lebanon cannot be left all 
alone to resist Israeli and U.S. pressures. But instead of standing with 
Lebanon against its enemies, most of the Arab regimes have been playing the 
same role as that of the United States. As some Lebanese officials have ad- 
mitted, the pressure that was brought to bear on Lebanon by the Arabs in 
order to accept what is being proposed by the United States and Israel was 
much stronger than the U.S. pressure. As a result, the U.S. administra- 
tion, through its envoy,.Habib, has been able to dictate to Lebanon most of 
the Israeli terms. This was reported by most news agencies yesterday. More- 
over, the U.S. administration paved the way to what Habib has been able to 
achieve by sponsoring an alliance among some of the countries of the area. 
And in order to create all the conditions necessary for the implementation 
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Camp David Plan the U.S. administration, as all signs indicate, is currently 
prompting Israel to take military action against Syria so as to strike at the 
remaining Arab power that, according to Washington and its surrogates, is 

the obstacle to the implementation of this plan. 


Certain Arab regimes have recently been demanding that Syria must be punished 
because it insists on rejecting U.S. proposals. 


It remains for us to say that however great the pressures may become, Syria 

will not deviate from its national linke that is opposed to all the plans of 
aggression, expansion and capitulation. Consequently, Syria will not allow 

anybody to cede any Arab right and it will confront violently and rigorously 
at the appropriate time everything that is being plotted against the Arab 


nation. 
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SYRIA 


DAILY RAPS NEW 'U.S.-SPONSORED' ALLIANCE 
PM151307 Damascus AL-BA'TH in Arabic 8 Feb 83 p l 


[Editorial: "Syria Will Continue To Work for the Creation of an Arab Con- 
frontation Front"] 


[Text] The events of the past few weeks, or rather the past few days, 
confirm that the region is heading for an explosion of a different kind, 
planned by Pentagon circles in full cooperation with certain Arab sides now 
more interested than the U.S. administration itself in turning the Arab 
region into an American lake. 


According to news agency reports, the Egyptian regime's intensive contacts 
with certain Arab sides, including Iraq and Jordan, were not for the purpose 
of restoring relations with Mubarak's regime, as announced earlier, because 
the relations between the Egyptian regime and most Arab states have been 
severed in name only, as confirmed by Mubarak himself during his recent 
American and European tour. 


The contacts between Mubarak and these sides--which are ultimately tantamount 
to a U.S.-sponsored alliance--have other objectives, the first being to pres- 
sure Lebanon into accepting what is offered by the United States, which means 
accepting what is offered by Israel. Another objective is to ensure that 

the king of Joran joins the Camp [David] negotiations aimed at liquidating 
the Palestinian question. It seems that some progress has been made in this 
respect because some "Palestinian personalities" have begun arriving in Cairo 
and Amman to play their assigned role in this plan. 


Another objective is Arabization of the Iraqi-Iranian war in accordance with 
the wishes of the U.S. administration, which has had that aim since Saddam 
launched his unjust and insane war against the Iranian revolution, as a 
prelude to encircling Syria and trying to bring down the last Arab confronta- 
tion front. The WASHINGTON POST confirmed this 2 days ago, when it reported 
that the Reagan administration was fully aware that Israel was preparing for 
military action against Syria through Lebanon. 


Syria and all the Arab masses know perfectly well that the new U.S.-sponsored 
alliance in the region will be directed not against Israel and Israeli ag- 
gression but against everyone who opprses the U.S.-Zionist plan to fragment 
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the Arab homeland and impose complete hegemony on it. The first steps in 
that plan were taken when Israel invaded Lebanon. 


Syria, proven by past events to be the side most capable of dealing with new 
developments, will continue to work for an Arab front capable of confronting 
and crushing the aggression and its instruments. 
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SYRIA 


DAILY ON EGYPTIAN-IRAQI-JORDANIAN ALLIANCE 


JN150801 Damascus Domestic Service in Arabic 0445 GMT 15 Feb 83 


[From the press review] 


[Text] Under the headline "Saddam, Mubarak and the Conspiratorial Partner- 
ship,'’ today's AL-BA'TH editorial says: There have been several reports 
about anticipated high-level meetings between the Egyptian and Iraqi re- 
gimes to be inaugurated by Baghdad ruler Saddam Husayn's official visit to 
Cairo. This visit will put an end to any doubts about his close relation- 
ship with the Camp David regime and will officially place fraternal Iraq 

at the beck and call of the U.S. plan and its agents in the region, headed 
by Husni Mubarak--As-Sadat's heir. 


Yesterday's reports said that Egypt's ruler will, in turn, visit Baghdad for 
lengthy talks with the Iraqi executioner under the guise of aid which the 
Egyptian regime's organs say should be extended to Saddam Husayn in his 
crazy war against the Islamic Revolution in Iran. These reports added that 
Jordan's King Husayn will join these talks in his capacity as the third 
partner adopting the U.S. plan and antagonizing the Islamic Revolution of 


Iran. 


There is nothing new in all this because Saddam Husayn violated Arab inter- 
ests and confrontation priorities a long time ago and from the moment he 
antagonized Syria in an attempt to prevent any unitary efforts by the masses 
and from the moment he directed his weapons against Iran, which rid itself 
of the Shah's abominable rule and which was about to strongly join the Arab 
confrontation against the Zionist enemy. 


Saddam Husayn, who did not sit at As-Sadat's table in Jerusalem and Camp 

David resort, was carrying out the more important part of the U.S. plan by 
dragging Iraq out of the confrontation arena and by trying to destroy any 
Iranian military and manpower aid that could be extended to the Arabs' fateful 


battle. 


AL-BA'TH adds: From the moment the Iraqi tyrant was unmasked, the Jordanian 
regime rushed to support him and stand by his side under pan-Arab and histor- 
ical allegations and under the guise of solidarity in defending the Arab 
lands against the danger menacing them from the East. Today, after the 
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Egyptian-Iraqi-Jordanian alliance has emerged as a force antagonizing the Arab 
masses' will, working for imposing a final capitulation on the forces of liber- 
ation, confrontation and steadfastness and volunteering to serve the capitu- 
latory schemes in the Arab homeland, the pan-Arab interests require all the 
progressive Arab forces, which antagonize imperialism and attempt to wrench 

the legitimate Arab rights from their usurpers, to expose this disgraceful 
alliance and its objectives and employ all possible means to topple and 

punish its symbols. 


Svria, which remains a token and ardent supporter of pan-Arab interests, 
draws attention to the seriousness of this move which tampers with the 
masses' interests. Syria will spare no effort to destroy all that hampers 
the Arab masses’ march along the path of restoring Arab rights regardless of 


the price. 
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SYRIA 


DAILY ON U.S., ISRAELI THREATS AGAINST SYRIA 


JN280711 Damascus Domestic Service in Arab ic 0445 GMT 28 Feb 83 


[From the press review] 


[Text] In its commentary today, the newspaper AL-BA'TH writes: At a time 
when the U.S. administration is escalating its statements on the Middle East 
and the need to find a way out of the present situation, this administra- 
tion is implementing its plan that is aimed at spreading its absolute 
heremony over the region by establishing static military bases for its 
forces and by encouraging some Arab regimes to set up a regional alliance 
serving its aims and interests in the region in one way or another. 


The paper adds: The course of recent events proved that the contacts and 
meetings which took place between some Arab sides were actually aimed at 
drawing up a cooperation formula in harmony with what the U.S. administration 
is seeking to achieve. After the Numayri-Mubarak Khartour meeting, it has 
been ascertained that Washington has embarked on building two new military 
bases on the Arab Gulf coast. After the U.S. administration has secured 
Iraqi and Jordanian support for its general trend in the region, it is 
currently concentrating on Lebanon and Syria. Moreover, official and unof- 
ficial Lebanese circles stressed that it is the U.S. negotiator who is urg- 
ing Lebanon to accept the Israeli conditions, contrary to U.S. claims that 
by shuttling between Tel Aviv and Beirut, its envoy Habib is seeking to 
reconcile the two stands. In confirmation of this, Lebanese sources 
indicated that Reagan's statements on guaranteeing Israel's northern borders 
are only a maneuver and part of the U.S.-Israeli plan on which there was an 
agreement in advance and before the invasion began. 


When Reagan made these statements, the invading forces had already completed 
the operation of cutting off the south, placing it under the control of 
Israel's agent Sa'd Haddad, that is, under Israeli control. Hence, it be- 
comes clear that Reagan's aim was to station U.S. forces in Lebanon and in 
this way the Israeli occupation of Lebanon would be replaced by a permanent 
U.S. occupation which is no less dangerous than the Israeli one. 


At a time when pressure is being put on Lebanon to agree to the Israeli con- 
ditions, the U.S. administration is encouraging Israel to launch an aggression 
against Syria in an attempt to subjugate it and impose the fait accompli 
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policy on the whole region. This is confirmed by the reports disseminated 
by news agencies the day before yesterday on U.S.-Israeli meetings to study 
the bases and aims of aggression against Syria and the role to be played by 
some Arab regimes in facilitating the tasks of the U.S. forces which will be 
sent to Arab lands close to Syrian territory. Fabricating pretexts to em- 
bark on aggression is not difficult for the United States and Israel because 
the two sides always have ready-made pretexts. 


We in this country are well aware that aggression against Syria will cer- 
tainly take place and that it is only a matter of time. However, certain 
conditions must be created in the region before the aggression begins. It 
seems that arrangements for such an aggression have reached an advanced 


stage. 
Concluding, AL-BA'TH says: Nevertheless, we in this country will continue 


to lie in wait for any plotting aimed against our Arab nation. We will not 
allow anyone to tamper with a cause for which hundreds of thousands of Arabs 


were martyred. 
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SYRIA 


BRIEFS 


SOLDIERS FREEZE TO DEATH--It has transpired, following the preparation of 
accurate statistics on the losses of our armed forces due to the snow- 

storms on the Syrian-Lebanese borders and in Al-Biqa' and Dahr Al-Baydar, 

as well as in the hilly areas, that our total human losses are estimated 

at only 14 soldiers. Unprecedented blizzards which hit the region over 

the past 2 weeks left travellers pinned down [on] the Beirut Road. The primary 
credit goes to our armed forces, who exerted strenuous efforts to rescue 

the travellers and reopen the roads for traffic. [Text] [JN272030 

Damascus Domestic Television Service in Arabic 1830 GMT 27 Feb 83] 


SYRIAN STUDENTS ACTIVITIES--Damascus, 5 Feb (SANA)--Muhammad Al-Mughrabi, 
president of the Arab Youth Federation, returned here today from Budapest 
after a series of talks with the International Youth Federation on means 
to strengthen relations between the two federations. [Excerpt] [JNO51540 
Damascus SANA in Arabic 1500 GMT 5 Feb 83] 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


FINANCE MINISTER'S STATEMENT ON EFFECT OF OIL CRISIS ON ECONOMIC SITUATION 
GF181830 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic 16 Feb 83 pp l, 15 


[Text] Shaykh Hamdan Ibn Rashid, minister of finance and industry and acting 
minister of economy and trade, made an important statement to AL-BAYAN 
yesterday on the local economic situation in view of the current oil crisis. 
He said that the effect of the world's oil crisis on the UAE is under con- 


trol. 


He said he does not expect acute repercussions from his crisis on the state's 
1983 budget. However, he drew attention to the need to create a balance 
between the state's income and expenses. 


In an exclusive statement to AL-BAYAN before the session of the Federal Na- 
tional Council yesterday, Shaykh Hamdan said: A report on the state's 1983 
budget has been completed and it will be presented to the cabinet shortly. 


The minister of finance and industry noted that the new budget's outline 
includes the programming of expenses according to the state's financial 
capabilities in view of the changes affecting its revenues. 


Shaykh Hamdan said: The new budget should not be viewed as a reflection of 
the negative aspects of the world's oil crisis because in this budget, we have 
been able--by programming expenses--to preserve the necessary limits of the 
state's necessary requirements and the necessary funds for the actual devel- 


opment process. 


The Finance and Industry Ministry added: No one believes that there is a 
need to impose taxes on income as a possible alternative to offset the drop 
in oil revenues. In this regard, he denied that the Ministry of Finance and 
Industry has been asked to take measures in this direction. Levying taxes-- 
although it constitutes a great source of income in the financial consider- 
ation--will negatively affect the rate of development and plans at this 


state, he said. 


Shaykh Hamdan noted that despite the current crisis in the oil market, the 
UAE's income is enough to meet the development requirements by controlling 


expenditures, 
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In reply to a question whether the current oil market crisis will affect the 
UAE's foreign aid, Shaykh Hamdan said: The UAE offered aid in the past 

more than that offered by other countries; it is time to reconsider the 
volume of this aid taking into consideration the state's financial capabil- 
ities on the one hand and the priorities made contingent by the country's 
pan-Arab role on the other. 





Asked about his views on the effects of the world's oil crisis, Shaykh 
Hamdan said: The current crisis will remain acute for 6 months at least. 
He said the main reason for the current crisis is the increased production 
by some OPEC countries three times more than their needs, a thing which led 
to more oil on the international market and to more oil reserves. 


Shaykh Hamdan warned that the continuation of the current oil crisis and 
the basence of a unified policy for production and prices will lead to the 


collapse of OPEC. 
Concluding his statement, shaykh Hamdan Ibn Rashid called on the OPEC 


countries to be aware of the danger being posed to their organization and 
that the threats which will affect their oil revenues and financial resources. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


UAE PAPER ON REAGAN PALESTINIAN HOMELAND REMARKS 
GF251257 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0730 GMT 25 Feb 83 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, 25 Feb (WAM)--The UAE paper AL-ITTIHAD says that the re- 
marks by U.S. President Ronald Reagan on 23 February on "granting the 
Palestinians something that can be a homeland and not a Palestinian state" 
is a step backward and not a step forward as some people may imagine. 


In its editorial today, AL-ITTIHAD says: "For the first time Reagan clearly 
says ‘A homeland and not a state,’ whereas in the past separated these two 
so as to leave the way wide open to interpretation so that each Arab could 
interpret it in his own way and believe that a homeland is a prelude to a 
State. Now however, Reagan is closing the door to this kind of visualiza- 


tion." 


AL-ITTIHAD asks what form this "Palestinian homeland" will take. "It is 

not the same form as that which was constantly referred to by Israel, namely 
that ‘a Palestinian state actually exists in Jordan’? How can the U.S. 
president imagine that this can be an inducement for Jordan to join the 
talks. If Reagan believes that a Palestinian homeland need not be in Jordan, 
then where will it be? What form will it take and what will it be called, 

or does he intend to coin a new name and a new formula?" 


AL-ITTIHAD adds: "The U.S. president is merely waving a word at the Arabs 
his experts have apparently told him is liked and welcomed by the Arabs, 

and the Palestinians in particular. This magic word is ‘homeland.’ It ap- 
pears that the Arabs will be delighted by thiw word for he mentions it in 

the course of his urging the Arabs to hasten to join expanded talks under the 
canopy of his famous plan." 


AL-ITTIHAD says that this "sudden flow" of statements by the U.S. president 
on the Middle East "greatly signifies President Reagan's haste in wanting to 
reach a settlement in the region now that he has put his presidential seat 
and perhaps the political prestige of the United States in jeopardy by the 
plan he announced on 1 September 1982. It appears that he considers his 
plan as the only way open to bring about a tangible achievement that enables 
him to retain his seat in the Oval Office in the White House for another 4 


years," 
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AL-ITTIHAD says that the U.S. president's anxiousness to stay in the White 
House "prompts him to show his readiness to do anything for Israel, and 
only Israel, in the hope that it will be satisfied with him and cooperate 
with him in quickly winning acceptance for his plan." AL-ITTIHAD adds: 
"When President Reagan says that “time is not on our side," he not only 
means that the present circumstances provide the best opportunity to con- 
solidate U.S. and Israeli objectives, but he is also admitting his great 
need for Israel's cooperation in facilitating his continued stay in the 
White House." 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


"AL-ITTIHAD' ON SHULTZ REMARK ON PALESTINIAN RIGHTS 
GF260958 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0655 GMT 26 Feb 83 


[Excerpt] Abu Dhabi, 26 Feb (WAM)--[passage omitted] [UAE paper] AL-ITTIHAD 
stressed that the statement of U.S. Secretary of State Shultz--in which he 
said that failure to ensure the legitimate rights and aspirations of the 
Palestinian people is the cause of the difficulties that obstruct the 
achieving of peace in the Middle East--cannot be denied but it should be 
scrutinized in detail "because politics is neither statements nor speeches 
but action and execution in the first place." 


The paper noted that the expression the “legitimate rights" of the Palestin- 
ian people was mentioned in the Camp David Accord although this agreement re- 
frained from mentioning the term "Palestinian people." So in the paper's 
view "the differences focus in the first place on the definition of these 
legitimate rights, though this term is not very accurate because rights 
cannot be termed illegitimate since they can only be legitimate." The paper 
stressed that "the issue is defining these rights; because if the issue were 
a matter of logic and law then we could say that these rights are already 
defined because they are tied to a people and to be more specific, the 
Palestinian people." 


The paper continued: "But the U.S. diplomats--foremost of whom is George 
Shultz--talk about Palestinian rights then talk about other things. Shultz 
stressed that the only means to reach a durable settlement in the region is 
to reach a solution on Palestinian legitimate rights, but he stopped at this 
point to the limit defined by the Reagan plan." 


Concluding editorially AL-ITTIHAD stressed that the stance presented by Shultz 
in which he indicated that there will be no durable settlement without en- 
suring the legitimate rights of the Palestinian people "will remain words 
empty of any context if this is not linked with the U.S. readiness and de- 
cision to recognize the Palestinian people's right to self-determination and 
to establish their independent state on their homeland. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


"AIL—WAHDAH' CALLS FOR WITHDRAWAL OF ARAB ASSETS 
GF161327 Abu Dhabi WAM in Arabic 0740 GMT 16 Feb 83 


[From press review] 


[Text] Abu Dhabi, 16 Feb (WAM)--[The UAE paper] AL-WAHDAH warned that the 
United States has made plans to bring the oil-producing countries back to 
the state that prevailed before the discovery of oil, which means dependence 
on U.S. aid. 


Commenting editorially, the paper said that the most important part of these 
plans is "the complete or partial elimination of the oil weapon and squander- 
ing the assets of the oil-producing countries in such a way that deprives 

all the developing countries of the opportunity to make use of them. The 
paper continued that the petroleum crisis is nearing the point of catastrophe 
and many of the oil-producing countries are unable to go ahead in their de- 
velopment plans as a result of the slump in the oil market and the reduction 
of oil prices. "That is why some of these countries will fail to meet their 
commitments, not only to their people, but also to their creditors and banks." 


In conclusqon, the paper called for averting this situation by withdrawing 
the Arab assets and investments from the big U.S. banks and then investing 
them locally where excellent results will be achieved. The paper warned 
against waiting "since the collapse of the oil markets if faster than we 
can imagine and since some of the indebted countries are actually on the 
verge of bankruptcy." 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


OFFSHORE OILFIELD DISCOVERED IN RA‘S AL-KHAYMAH 
GF081804 Ash-Shariqah AL-KHALIJ in Arabic 8 Feb 83 p 1 
[By Mahjub Musa] 


[Text] Ra's Al-Khaymah-—-the Ra's Al-Khaymah Gulf Marine Company Ltd has 
announced the discovery of oil and natural gas in the territorial waters of 
Ra's Al-Khaymah. In a statement issued yesterday the company said that the 
oilwell, Saleh No 9, which lies 26 miles from the Ra's Al-Khaymah Coast op- 
posite Al-Ma'rid area, is producing 5,852 barrels a day. The oil's density 
is 45.5 I.P.I. production of natural gas from a 4-inch tube totaled 27.51 
million cubic feet a day during an initial experiment on openings of the 
well that lie in sandrock between 14,534 and 14,794 feet deep. The well is 
15,880 feet deep. 


The company's statement says that the productive area lies between these two 
levels and spans 191 feet. 


AL-KHALIJ has learned that pumping from the Salih No 9 well began on 

2 February and is still continuing in order to measure the pressure and 
estimate the size of the oil and natural gas reserves. Results so far in- 
dicate that the pressure is increasing daily. 


An official source has told AL-KHALIJ that drilling is going on in other 
wells in the same area to determine the size of the oilfield. 


Oil explorations in the offshore areas of Ra's Al-Khaymah began on 20 July 
1982 and have continued for about 6 months. 
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UNITED ARAB EMIRATES 


BRIFFS 


EXPATRIATES TO UAE--It has been decided not to allow any expatriate whose 
residence permit has been cancelled to return to the UAE for work for 6 
months after his departure. The Emigration and Nationality Department at 
the UAE Interior Ministry implemented this cabinet decree as of Wednesday, 

9 February. The decree excludes some people like doctors, pharmacists, 
nurses, engineers, agricultural advisers, teachers, accountants, auditors, 
electronic technicians and drivers. [Text] [GF131336 Manama WAKH in Arabic 


0810 GMT 13 Feb 83} 


OIL PRODUCTION DECREASE--The production of the company working in the oil 
wells in the sea areas in Abu Dhabi decreased by 35.71 percent in 1982 

from that of 1981. According to its annual report issued yesterday about 
its activities in 1982, the company's production of crude oil totalled 
106.82 million barrels, corresponding to 14.12 million metric tons. The 
report indicated that the production of gas in 1982 totalled 8.89 billion 
cubic feet in its Umm Ash-Shif and Zakum oil wells and 8.99 billion cubic 
feet of natural gas. [Text] [GF190600 Dubayy AL-BAYAN in Arabic i6 Feb 83 


p 2] 
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